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WILLIAM DRAPER, 

Of A D G C O M B, 

IN THE 

Ck)unty of Surrey, Efq; 



s I R, 

WITH your permiffion, 
I do myfelf the ho- 
nour to dedicate the following 
Letters to You ; and fince I 
am forbid to fay any more, I 
A z muft 
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DEDICATION. 

muft be content to acknow- 
ledge with all gratitude and 
refpea, to a moft kind bene- 
fa£br> a ptieritia^ how ii»içh 
I am. 



Si R, 

Your moft obliged and 

» »- r -, 

moft huiri?lç CemnJw 



f * 



W.A. 
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LETT E R XL 

TO. THE 

Rev. the J E S U I T S. 

Rev. Fathers,; 

I HAVE fccn the letters yoa diftributc a- 
bout, againft thofe I wf otc to a friend of 
mine on the fubjeâ of your morality, where 
one of the principal points of youf defence is, 
that I do not treat your maxims with a be- 
coming gravity. This is what you repeat in 
all your writings, and carry itfo far as to fay, 
" that I turn things facred into ridicule/* 

This reproach, Fathers, is very furprifing, 
and very unjuft, Por where do you find that 

Vol. II. B I turn 
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2 LETTER XL^ 

I tuftl things facred into ridicule ? You men-- 
tion in particular '^ the contraâ mohatra, 
** and the ftory of John d'Alba/' But are 
thofe what you call holy things ? Do you 
think M0HATRA is of that venerable nature^ 
that it would be blafphemy to fpeak of it 
without refpea ? And, are father Bauny's 
ledtures upon thieving» which perfoaded John^ 
d*Alba to put them in pradice againft your- 
felves, of that iacred nature that thofe who 
laugh at them mufl be treated as impious ? 

What, Fathers, muft the mere chimeras 
of your authors pafs for articles of faith ? 
Cannot I ridicule fome paflages of £ scobar, 
or the unchri(b*an and fantaflic decifions of 
fome of your authors, without being charg- 
ed with mocking religion ? Is it poffible that 
you can have the affuAnce to repeat fuch ab- 
furditics fo often as you do ? Are you not 
afraid (whi|ft you blame me for laughing at 
your extravagant errors) of giving me frcfl> 
occâfîon to defpife your reproach, and retort 
it upon yourfelvcs, by demonftratbg that I 
have ridiculed nothing in your writings but 
what was in itfelf ridiculous; and fo, by 
laughing at your morals, I have been as far 
from laughing at things facred, as the doc-v 
trine of your c^îifuifts is from thedodrine of 
the holy Gofpel? Thcr^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



VM f T E R XL J 

There is a great difference undoubtedlyi 
Fathers, between laughing at religion, and 
laughing at thofe who profane it by theif 
extravagant opinions. And as it would be 
impious to be wanting in refpefl: to truths 
revealed by the Spirit of Got), fb it would 
be impious not to (hew contempt (at thofd 
faliities which the ipirit of man has raifed 
in oppofition to them. For fince yort o* 
blige me^ Fathers, to enter upon this fubjeâ:, 
I beg of you to rcfleft, that as the Chriftiart 
verities demand our love and refpcft, fo thcif 
oppofite errors call for our hatred and con- 
tempt. For, as you will find two things re-^ 
markable in the truths of our religion^ vizi 
a divine beauty which makes them amiable^ 
and a facred majefty which makes them ve- 
nerable ; fo you will find two things remark- 
able in falfitips, wz. impiety whidi ren- 
ders them horrible, and impertinence which 
renders them ridiculous. For which reafon, 
as the Saints have always had for truth 
thefe two fentiments of love and feaf, and 
their wifdom is contained between fear the 
principle, and love the end : fo have they 
for falfliood the two fentiments of hatred 
and contempt, and their 2:eal has beeft e- 
(jually «mployed to oppofe with vig^^ur the 
B ' 2 malie* 



Digitized 



by Google 



4 L E T T E R XI, 

malice of the wicked, and confound witl) 
a incer tfadr lodiooos deviations, and their 
fooleries. 

Do not pretend therefore. Fathers, to 
make the world believe that it is unbecom- 
ing a Chriftian to tum.faUhoods into ridicule, 
faecauie it is eafy to convince tho£b that do not 
know it, that this praâice is juft, very common 
with the Fathers of the Church, ^uthwifed by 
Scripture,by the example of the greateft Saints, 
and what is more by God himfelf. For do 
not we read that God both hates finners and 
xkfpifbs them at the fame time, and to fuch 
a degree, that in the very hour of death, 
when their condition is mofl: miferable and 
moflr deplorable, the divine Wifdom will join 
mockery and laughter to his wrath and ven* 
geance, which iball condemn them to eternal 
tortures ? " In interitu vefiro ridebo et fub^ 
;*• Jannabor 

And the Saints ading by the fame fpirit 
will do fo too, for according to the royal 
Plklmift, when they fhall fee the punifliment 
of the wicked man, " The righteous alio 
** fhall fee, and fear, and fliall laugh at hina : 
** Videbunt jufii et timebunt^ etfuper eum ri^ 
.V debunty The fame fays Job : " Innocens 
•^ fubfannabit eos ; the righteous man fhall 
" laugh them to kotf:\ Bat 
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L É TiT E R XI. 5 

But what is very remarkable on this fub- 
jeâ is, the firft words that God ipalce to 
man after the fall, (if we believe the Fa* 
tbers) were terms of derifion, and a poinant 
irony. For after Ad am haddiibbeyedthe pre- 
cept from the hope that the devil had given 
him that he fhould be as God, it is plain 
from Scripture that the Almighty,, to pun- 
ifh him, fubjeâed him unto death ; and af- 
ter he had reduced him to this miferable con- 
dition due to his trangreillon, he laughed at 
him by thefe words of derifion : ** Behold 
" man is become as one of us : Ecce AihdM 
" quaji unus ex nobis'' Which, according to 
St. Chrysostom and the interpreters, 
" was a cutting and fenfible irony, whereby 
"God fharply rebuked him," "Adamj 
fays Rupert, " deferved to be laughed at 
" by this irony, and was made much more 
" fenfible of his folly by this galling ironical 
'^ exprefiion, than he would have been by 
'* a more fèrious one." And Hugh of St. 
Victor, who fays the lame thing, adds,* 
" That this irony was due to his fottifti cre- 
" dulity, and that fuch kind of mocking is 
'* but juftice, when employed upon fuch as 
[[ richly defervc it." 

B \ You 
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Yoa ibt ihm^ Fadms, that ridiaile i$ 
iometimes the propercft way to i:eclaiin mca 
^m ûmr devious waodriogs ^ ao4 then be^ 
comçs an aét of juftice^ becaufe, at the pro» 
phet Jeremiah fays, *^ The works of diofe 
^^ that go afttay are worthy of laughter» be^* 
*^ caufe they are vanity : Vanafunt^ et rifu 
^^ digna^^ And it is fb Eu- fiom being an 
impiety to laugh at finners, that (according 
to St. Augustin) it is rather an ejFeél of 
divine wifdom, -^ The wife mock at fools, 
^* becaufe they are wife, though their wif* 
^' dom is not their own, but that divine 
^^ wifdom which will laugh at the deftruc*« 
^* tionof the wicked." 

The prophets in like manner, filled with 
the ipiritofGoD, make ufb of the (ame fort of 
ridicule, as we fee by the examples of Da- 
I^IEL and £lias : nay we find examples of 
this in the difcouribs of Jesus Cq&ist him^ 
fclf; for 8t.AuousTiN t^es notice, that 
our Saviour was pleafed. to humble N i c o-p 
PEMUS, who thought himiëlf a very able 
lawyer, ** Chuist pprcetvipg him to be 
^' pu^d up with pride, from his quality 
^^ of da^or of the Jews,*' both tried and 
ïiftpniflîed his prefun^tion by the profound-r 
fïçfs of hjs çjuefliçns, and hîtvîpg reduced 

hii» 
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hm -B T « R . XI. 7 

iikn to ^ iicmpla& ; V V Wliat^ iàîd he» art 
*^ thou a maftqr in Kraçl an4 knoweft oot 
" thcfc thingîi ?" Which is as if he had faid. 
Proud ruler ! acknowledge thihe own ^o«» 
ranee. And both St. Chrysostom and Su 
Cyril declare that Nicodemus deferv* 
edtobe fb derided. 

Yon fee then. Fathers, that if a fet of peo- 
ple in our own times, fettingthemfelves up for 
teachers to Chriitians, as Nicodemus and 
the Pharifees did to the Jews, fliould bp 
ignorant of the principles of religion, and 
maintain for inflance, *' That men may be 
** faved without ever havjng loved God in 
" their whole lives, we (hould only follow 
" the example of Jesus Christ in the 
** fame cafe, by mocking their vanity and 
" deriding their ignorance." 

I perfuadc myfelf, Fathers, that thefe ho- 
ly examples are fufficient to convince you, 
that .my laughing at men's errors and extra- 
vagances is not contrary to the behaviour of 
the Saints ; and that to blame my caqdudt in 
this refped:, is to bjame that of the greateft 
àoGtocs of the Church, who have done the 
fame: as St. Jerom, in his epillles and 
writing^ ag^inft Jovinian, Vigilantius, 
and^the Pelagians: Tertui-Lian in ï\i$ 
B 4 Apologetic 



Digitized 



by Google 



8 L E T T E R XI. 

» 

Apologetic againft the folly of idolatry : St* 
Augustin againft the Monks of Africa, 
whom in derifion he calls the hairy : St, 
Iren^us againft the Gnoftics: St. Ber-. 
HARD and the other Fathers of the Church, 
who, having been imitators of the Apoftles, 
ought to be imitated thenifelves by the faith- 
ful in all generations henceforth and for ever j 
for THEY are the only Fathers, let yours fay 
what they will, whom, Chriftians of the 
prefent time, ought to take for their true and 
perfefl: models. 

I cannot therefore condemn myfelf fpr 
having followed them. And having, as I 
think, fufficiently proved my point, I fhaU 
offer you no more on this fubjeâ, but thefç 
excellent words of Tertullian, which 
will juflify my whole proceeding ; ** What 
** I have hitherto done is but a prelude to 
*^ the real war, I have rather fhewn from 
*' whence you may receive wounds, than 
** given any myfelf. If there be any paf- 
♦* fages that excite derifion, it is becaufe the 

fubjedts themfdves naturally lead to it. 
** There arc many things that deferve to be 
^* ridiculed and treated in this' mirthful and 
•* ludicrous manner, for fear of giving them 
l' an air of importance by a ferions reply, 

[' Nothing 
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LETTER XI. 9 

*^ Nothing is more due to vanity than laugh* 
** ter, and it is the property of truth to 
" laugh, becaufe (he is gay 5 and to ipoit 
" with her enemies, becaufe flie is fure of 
" conqueft. It is true we .ought to take care 
" that the jeft be not low and mifbecoming 
*' the trath : but elfe when we can make 
^* ufe of it with delicacy and addrefs, it is 
" our DUTY to do it/' Do not you find 
this pafTage, Fathers, very apropos to our 
cafe ? ** The letters which I have written 
" hitherto are only preludes to the war." J 
have done nothmg yet but flpurifh, " and ra- 
** ther (hewn you where you may receive 
" wounds, than given any myfelf." I have 
quoted your pafTages lipiply as they arc, 
without any refleâîon, hardly of my own. 
" So that if any one is provoked to laugh at 
'* them, it is becaufe the fubjeâs naturally 
" lead hiip to iC For what is more likely 
to provoke laughter, than to fee a thing, fo 
ferions as Chriftian morality, filled with the 
burlefque images of your cafuiftical Fa- 
thers? 

The world has entertained fuch great ex- 
peftation from thofe maxims, which ^ere 
faid " to be revealed by Jesus Christ 
** hlmfelf to the Fathers of your focicty," 

that 
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that when itfiûds» *^ That a pne^i^rbaiias 
^^ received money ôom one perfon to fay 
^* mais, may befîdes take money of others 
'' by yielding them up all his ihare in the fa- 
'^ crifice. That a monk is not excommuni- 
*' cated for leaving off his habit, when he 
^^ does it only for a dancing match, for the 
** fake of pilfering, or to frequent difor- 
derly houfes incognito : and that the duty 
of hearing mafs is accomplifhed by hearing 
the four parts from four different priefls at 
•* the fame time." ^ When, I fay, the world 
hears fuch decifîons, and many more of the 
fame nature, it is impofËble not to be feized 
with a furprifing fit of laughter ; for nothing 
produces that effeâ fooner than a furprifing 
difproportion between what we exped, and 
what we behold. 

How was it pofiible to treat jmofi of the fub* 
jcâs otberwifc, fince, as Tbrtullian fays, 
** to treat them ferioufly, would be to coun- 
*^ tenance them?'* What, muft we employ the 
authority of Scripture and tradition to prove, 
^that to flab an enemy behind his back and in 
ambufh is a treacherous murder ? Or, that 
giving money, as a motive to rcfign a benefice, 
is fimony ? What are, if thefe are not things 
dcfpicablc in their own nature, " and defer ve 

•* mockery 



DigWzed by Google 



L E 'ï; T E II XI. ri 

*» mockery and dorifion ?" In (hort, what this 
old authOT fays, ^ That nothing is more due 
*^ to vanity thfui laughter," with what fol- 
lows, is fo juitiy applicable^ and fo ftrongly 
convincing in the prefent cafe, that it is im- 
poffible to heûtate a moment, whether we 
may laugh at mens follies without breach of 
good manners. 

And give me leave to tell you, Fathers, 
I may laugh at you without breach of 
charity, though that is one of the things 
which you reproach mp with. For " cha- 
*' rity obligeth us ibmetimes to ridicule the 
^' faults of men, that thereby they nuy be 
^* brought to laugh at them themfelves, and 
'^ forfakethem;''asSt.AuGusTiN teaches in 
thcfe words, •* Hac tu mifericorditer irri-^ 
" de^ ut eis ridenda et fugienda commendesy 
J3ut farther yet, the fame charity fometimet 
obliges us to retort with passion, for St. 
GREOolty of Nazianzcn fays, ^* The fpirit^ 
^' of charity and meeknefs has it's paflions 
" and emotions." And St. Augustin fays, 
^* Who will dare to affirm that truth muft 
'^ (land unarmed againft falfhood, and that 
♦^ the enemies of our faith may terrify the 
^* &ithful by their haughty menaces, or cntér- 
V Cain them wittily with (|uaint conceits j but 

^* that 
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•* that the Catholics muft only reply in a cold,' 
■* dry, infipid ftylc, as if calculated to lull the 
*' cafy reader to reft ?*' Is it not very vîfiblé,' 
that at this rate the moft: pernicious and ex- 
travagant errors may be fuffered to' creep in- 
'to the Church, if we muft not treat them 
with derifion, for fear of offending good 
manners, or reprefs them with vehemence, for 
•fear of being charged with want of charity ? 
How, Fathers, ftiall yoii take' the liberty 
to declare, ** That one man may kill ano- 
•' ther, to avoid a flap on the face, or an 
*^ affront ; and I not take the fame to refute 
*' openly a public error of fuch fatal confe- 
•' quence ?" Shall you take the liberty to fay, 
*' That a judge may keep with a fafe cori- 
** fcience the bribe which he took for an aft 
*^ of injuftice, and the world not have the 
'* liberty to contradift you ?" Shall you pub- 
licly print with the privilege and approbation 
of your dodors, ** That a man may be faved, 
" who never loved God in all his life, and 
*' will you ftop the mouths of all thofe who 
"^^ ûid\\ defend the true faith, by telling therri, 
" that in attacking you, they would blemijfh 
*^ all brotherly love and charity, and that de- 
*' riding your ma5^ims is to overthrow all 
'[ Chriftian modefty ?" , 

I câa 
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I can hardly think yop will gpt any one ta 
believe ypu ; but if. any fuch there be, who 
really thmk that I had a defign to cancel the 
charity which I. owe your fociçty, by decry- 
ing it's maxims, I would beg of thepi to ex- 
amine diligently and attentively how they 
came to think fo. For, though they may 
imagine that it proceeds from their zeal, 
which cannot' bear (without being fcanda- 
lif(?d) to fee [or hear] their neighbour ac- 
cufed, yet I wpùld intreat the favour of 
thcnfi to rçfleâ:, that it is not inapoffible but 
it may come from fomething elfe j and very 
probably, from a fecret diflike or antipathy 
often lurking about us, which an unhappy 
gall of bitternefs within us ftirs up againft 
fuch as oppofe the lukewarmnefs, and dege- 
neracy of manners. But to give them a rule 
whereby they may certainly know from what 
fpring their zeal flows, I would afk them, 
if, at the fame time that they are uneafy to 
fee a religbus body of men treated in fuch a 
manner, they are not more uneafy to find 
this religious body of men treat truth in fuch 
a manner ? If they are enraged not againft 
my letters only, but more fo againft the 
maxims that are quoted therein -, I muft con- 
fefs, that their anger may proceed from fome 

zeal, 



Digitized 



by Google 



14 L E T T E^R XI. 

jsealy though fi>mel£iog obfcure^ and then 
the paflkges which they find here wOI be 
iufficietit to open their eyes : but if their re-* 
fentment runs only iigainft the reproof and 
not againft the things reproved^ I declare 
folemnly, Fathers, I (hall never be induced 
to fay otherwife, than &at they^are grofly de- 
ceived, and their zeal a very blind one. 

Â Grange fort of zeal, to be in a rage a- 
gainft the profecutors of public crimes, but 
not fo, againft thofe that a>mmit them ! 
What new charity is this, that is uneafy to 
fee palpable errors oppofed, yet undifturbed 
to fee thofe very errors overturn morality ! 
If thofe men were in danger of being afiaf- 
iinated, would they take it ill to be told of 
the (hare that was laid for them ? And in- 
Head of going out of the way to avoid it, 
go on complaining of the little charity of 
him who laid open the criminal defigns of 
the aflaffins ! Are they angry when they are 
told not to eat of a di(h becaufe it is poifon- 
ed, or not tq go into a town becaufe it has 
the plague ? What is the rcafon then, that 
they think it is want of charity to lay open 
the tenets that arc prejudicial to religion, and 
on the^ other hand think it want of charity to 
conceal what is prejudicial to their life and 

health. 2 
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Keakh ? Jt is this : the. love and ai&âioa 
which they have for life makes them take 
in good part every thiog that may contributo 
to it's prefervation : but the indifference 
which they have for truth» makes them not 
only carelefs to defend her thçmfelves^ but 
angry at others, whom they fee contending 
to demolifh falfhood. 

Let fuch therefore refleâ (as in the fight 
of God) how much the morality, which 
your cafuifls have fpread through the face of 
the whole earth, is fhameful and deflruâive 
to t!he Church : how far this licentioufnefs. 
which is introduced by them into the moral 
world, is immoderately fcandalous and un« 
controled : and how much the confident 
aiTurance with which you defend them, is 
obflinatcly refraâory and violent : and if 
they do not think tlKit it is time to rife up in 
oppofitlon to fuch monftrous diforders, their 
blinduefs. Fathers, will be as much to be 
lamented as your own ; for both you and 
they will haife equal reafbn to dread what 
St. Augustin fays upon the words of our 
Saviour : "Wo to blind guides 1 Wo to the 
** blind followers! Fa cads ducmtibus t Va 
^ cacis fequmtibus !'[ 

z But 
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Bût that you may no longer give bad im- 
preflîons to others, or be liable to receive 
any yourfclves, I (hall inform you (but 1 blufh 
at my attempt to inftru6k thofe in their duty, 
by whom I ought to be inftrafted in mine) 
.what figns, marks, or charaâeriftics, the Fa- 
thers of the Church have left us, whereby 
we may know if rebukes proceed from the 
fpirit/of PIETY and charity, or from the 
Ipirit of IMPIETY and hatred. The firft 
of thefe rules is, that the fpirit of piety inclines 
a man always to (peak with truth and sin- 
cerity, whereas envy and hatred 
make ufe of falshood and calumny: 
" fpl^ndentia et vehementiay fed rebus veris^' 
fays St. Augustin. Whoever makes ufe 
of a lie, ads by the ipirit of the devil. 
There is no direction of the inten- 
tion that can fandify calumny : and though 
you could convert or gain the whole earth 
by it, it muft not be done by blackening the 
innocent : and the reafon is this, we muft 
not do the Icaft evil, in order to procure the 
greateft good ^ and becaufe " the truth of 
*' God docs not ftand in need of our lies," 
as the Scripture faith. And St. Hilary 
iiffirms, ** That it is the duty of the defcnd- 
'* ers of truth to advance nothing but what is 
•'' true.'* And 
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And, Fathers, I can protcft before God, 
that there is nothing I abominate more than 
to give the leaft offence to truth : and I have 
taken a very particular care, not only not to 
falfify, (which would have been horrible in- 
deed) but not fo much as to vary or alter in 
the leafl: the fenfc of any one paflage that I 
have quoted. So that if I dared in this par* 
ticular to make ufeof St. Hilary's words, 
I could fay with him, ** If the things wc 
** fay are false let our afTertions pafs for 
" INFAMOUS ; but if wc make it appear 
^* that thefe things are notorious and vifible 
*^ to all the world, it is no offence to mo- 
** defty, or abufe of apoftolic liberty to treat 
" them with contempt.*' 

,But it is not enough, Fathers, to fay nothing 
but what is true ; we mufl: likewife take care 
not to fay every thing that is true. For fo 
much only ought to be told, v^hich when 
difcovered will be of ufb, ançl not that which 
can be of none, but on the contrary'may 
fcrve to do mifchief And therefore as the 
fit ft rule obliges to fpeak truth, the fécond 
is, to tlo it With difcrction. ** The wick* 
" cd (fays St. Augustin) perfecute the 
** good, by following blindly the paffioa 
** which provokes or fpurs them on ; whereas 

Vot. IL C ^"tbc 
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** the good purfue the wicked with a wife 
*' difcretion, as a chirurgeon will confider 
*^ what he lances, while the murderer is re- 
*j gardlcfs where he wounds." You know 
very well. Fathers, that I have fpared 
ypu, by not quoting from ypur.cafuifts feve- 
r^l maxims that would have aâfeâed you 
very fenfibly, and which I might have done 
without offending the rule of difcretion, as 
feveral learned men and trujç catholic| ha,ve. 
done before. And, all tl^ofc who have read 
yx)ur authors, know as well as you how ten- 
der r haye been in that particular : nay more^ 
I. have not faid the leaft tittle againft any one 
of your order in particular j for I (hould be ve- 
ry forry to reveal any fecret or perfonal faults, 
werç my proofs ever fo clear ; becaufe.I con- 
fefs it is the property of hatred and animoiity, 
and no one can be juftified in doing it, but 
when the good of the Church is neceflàrily 
cçncerned. It is clear then, that in what I 
was obliged to objeâ: to your maxims of mo- 
rality, I hâve not forfeited my difcretion, and 
that you have more reafon to applaud my 
rnoderation, than you have to complain of 
niy indifcretion. 

The third rule. Fathers, is,"* that when 
there is a neceflity to make ufe of ridicule, 

the 
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tlie'fpiritbf piety etnplbys it only agàînit cf* 
rors, riot agairtft things facred ; whereas' the 
fyitiv of' bu^oonei*y; impiety, and hérèfyi 
liiakes a mock and'a*ieft of what is moft fài 
creB: But I have juftified myfelf in this point 
fufficiently already ; and when the difcoiirfe 
tiirnfe u^ii ,thè maxirfxs quoted from your 
authors, one nléèd'nôt be afraid of falling; 
into that fâùït: 

riut^lâflïj^. Fathers, I' will mention bui 
ohê fille .tiiwe^ which is the beginning and 
etidbf aînïie'reiï, wX* Hiat the fpirit of 
chàrïiy haç ' ad^ hearty' défire to promote the 
fdvktioriof thofè'flie rèpirbyés, and to ad* 
drefe''hbrTupplicâtîbns 'to dob^^ at the fame 
tine' that (h^ cafts ,her reproaches upon mené 
" V^é ou^ht afWays (fays St.' Augustin) 
" to^prefefvé chârïty'in our hearts, cvta 
** wheh Wé'afe obliged to'aâ: outwardly witK 
'* an apparent rudeiiefs. We 'may lafli man- 
*' fcifud \¥ith afriiàrt feverity, but then we 
"' nîrift'kke'carcit muft be a wholefom feve- 
" rity tdo, becaufe 'their own advantage is tQ 
" be prefêfréd to their own fatisfaétion^ 

I bdieve, Fathers/ that* there is nothing ia 
my letters but what ' will {hew this defire of 
imine 'towards 'you ; arid thea charity, when, 
you fee nothing to the contrary, obliges you 
C 2 10 
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to believe it to be re^l. It appears from hence, 
that you cannot (hew wherein I have tranf- 
greâèd this rule, or any other which charity 
enjoins me to follow : for which reafon you 
have no right to fay, that I have injured her 
in the leaft, by what I have done. 

But, Fathers, if you have a mind in a 
ihort compais, to enjoy the pleafure of feeing 
a fort of behaviour in oppofition to thofe rules, 
with the true marks of the fpirit of buf- 
foonery, envy and malice, I will prefent you 
with fome examples. And to make them 
more familiar, and better known to you, I 
ihall take them from your own writings. 
I will begin with that fcandalous manner in 
which your authors treat every thing that is 
lacred, as well in their jokes and gallantries^ 
as in their more ferions difcourfes. Do ,you 
think that the many ridiculous ftories of your 
Father Bin et, in his Confolations for the 
fick, are fuited to the end he propofed, to 
comfort like a Chriftian thofe whom God 
affliâs? Pray tell me, if the profane and 
coquettifli manner which father le Moine 
makes ufe of in his easy devotioK, is more 
likely to procure refpedt, or draw down con- 
tempt upon the Chriftian virtues, by that idea 
Vhich he has given us of them ? What docs 
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his whole book of moral pictures prc- 
fent us with, both in his profc and verfc, but 
a Ipirit full of vanity, and the follies of the 
world ? What do 5rou think of that ode of 
his, in the feventh book, intitled the Praiic 
of n^odcfty, where he tells us ** that every 
'* thing that is beautifql is red, or apt to be 
" of a blufh colour/' Is not that an excel- 
lent employment for a prieft ? 

He compofed this ode for a lady whom 
he calls De LPH IN A, to comfort her becaufe 
ihe was very fubjeâ: to blufli. He tells her 
in every ftanza, that fome of the moft valu- 
able things we have afe red, fuch as rofes» 
granatcs,' the mouth, the tongue, &c. and 
to thefe gallantries, (hameful in a prieft, he 
has the infolence to join thofe blei^d ipirits 
that attend the thronç of God, whom no 
Chriftian ought to name but with refped and 
veneration. 

I 
The glorious cherubs of the fky. 

Bright heads with beauteous wings attired. 
Whom God enlightened with his eye, 

And with his ardent fpirit fir'd 5 
II. 
Thefe feather'd afpeÔs either owe 

To God, or to themfelves, thofe fires 

C 3 That 
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XhzX make their crjmfon. blufbcs glow. 
And rçddcn in celeftial quires. 
III. 
To cool their jnutual flanjes above, . 

And give their fervour .fotoc allay, 
Inftead of other fans for love. 

Their fanning wings they fpread pdplay# 
JV.. 
But, ah Delpiçina! .what a grace. 
Thy rofy blufliing cheeks acquirjc. 
When honour bloflbms in that face, 
. Enrob'd in purpled King's attire! 

What do you fay to this, Fathers ? JHow 
do you like Delphina's blu(h, which is 
preferred to the ardors of thpfe celeftial fpi* 
rits, who breathe nothing but charity? Do 
not you think that the cgmparifon between 
thofe myfterious wings and a lady's fan, 
comes very decently from the mouth of a 
Chriftian prieft, who confecrates the adorable 
body of Jesus Chiiist? I know very well 
that what He fays is only by way of gallantry, 
that he is but in jefl:,but is not this making a 
jeft of, or laughing at things facred ? And, was 
he to have juftice done him, could he defend 
himfelf from a cenfure ? No^ though be 
ibould bring the very reafon, (not Iqfs ineycuf- 
* able)i 
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able) which he gives us in his firft Tjook, 
viz. ** ThattheSorbonnehasno jiirifdidHon 
" over Paraaffus, and the errors of that part 
" of the world are not fubjedt either to cen- 
" fure or inquifition." As if nothing could be 
impious or blafphemous but what is in profc. 
But even that will not cxcufe another paflage, 
which you may read in the prefece to the fame 
book, ** That the water of the river on whofc 
" bank he compofed his verfes, is fo proper 
'* to make poets, that though it fhould be 
*' converted into holy water it would never 
^* be able to caft out the devil of poetry/' 
Nor is there any excufe for that paffage of 
your father Garasse, in his Collection of 
the principal tmths of religion, p, 649. 
where, Ipeaking of the holy myftery of the 
incarnation, he joins blafphemy -and herefy 
together in the following words.: " The hu- 
" man perfonality was grafted, or as it were 
" kt on horfeback on the perfonality of the 
" Word." And what he fays, page 510, 
(not to mention many other paffages) fpeak- 
ing of the name of Jesus, which has com- 
monly this charadber, I HS, he fays that fome 

people take away the crofs, and leave no- 
thing but I H S, which he calls a Jesus 
robbed of his portmanteau. 
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. It is thus yott treat the truths of religion ^ 
with an indignity entirely oppofite to tiiat in- 
violable îule which obligeth every man to 
name it with reverence. You tranfgrefs like« 
wife the role which obliges you to fpeak with 
TRUTH and DISCRETION. What is more 
common in your writings than calumny ? 
Are the writings of father Br is acier fin- 
cere ? And does he fpeak truth, part 4. p. 
24 and 25, when he fays ^* that the nuns 
** of Port Royal never pray to Saints, and have 
** no images in their Church ?" Arc not thefe 
moft confident and daring falfhoods, when 
all Paris fees the contrary ? Or does he ipeak 
with difcretion by calumniating the pure and 
auftere life of thofe innocent maids, when 
he calls them ** girls without penitence, re- 
gardlefs of the Sacraments, abfentees firom 
the Holy Communion, CalaganSy foolifli, 
*• fantaftic, defperate, &c.'* and blackens 
them by fo many other ilanderous infamies, 
that they drew the ccnfure of the Archbifhop 
of Paris upon him ; and what unaccountable 
dctradlion is he guilty of againft paftors of 
the mofi: unblemifh'd charaâers, when he 
goes fo far as to fay part i. p. 22. " That 
*• they make ufc of new conceits in confcf- 
^* fion, to feduce the fimple and the fair, 
^^ and that he fhould be afhamed fo much as 

'* to 
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'^ ta mention tfae horrid and abomtiuble 
** crimes thcjr comnwti 

Is jt not an intolerable audacity to fpread 
about fuch Uack impoftures, not only witli* 
out proofs but without the leaft (hadow, the 
leaft appeafânce of it ? I ihall expatiate no 
further on thb fubjeâ at prefent, but refer 
h to another opportunity,, when I can treat 
of it more at large, for I have more to fay 
on this head ; but this will fuffice at preient, 
to let you fee what enemies you are toT&uxH 
and DISCRETION too* 

But fomebody perhaps will fay, no man 
can accufe you, however, of tranfgrcfling 
the lail rule, which enjoins a tender concern 
for the falvation of thofe you calumniate, 
or could reproach you with doing fo without 
violating the fccret of your heart which Go© 
alone has the true knowledge of. But yet, 
(unaccountable as it may feem !) there is evi* 
dcncc fufficicnt to know your very hearts. 

For, after you are fo fer tranfported with 
paffionate hatred againil your enemies, as to 
wifh their eternal deftruâion, your miftaken, 
blind rafhnefs has hurried you on fo far as to 
make you openly expofe fuch an abominable 
wifli. Nay, fo far are you from making 
any fecrct prayer for their fklvation, that 

you 
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you have made puHick vows for 'their dam- 
nation. The city of Caen is witneis of this 
to the fcandal of the whole Church, and 
fince that, you have had the afllirance to de- 
fend, even at Paris, and inprint too, that dia- 
bolical fad. Can any thing be more impious 
than this ? To mock, and treat things of the 
mod facred nature in fo vile a manner : to 
calumniate holy virgins and priefts, firft by 
fcandalous faliities, and then to make prayers 
and vows for their damnation ! Can you hear 
this. Fathers, without being confounded ? 
And could it enter into your thoughts to con- 
demn me for want of charity? Me, who 
have fpoken with fo mudi trath and rtfetvt; 
that I have not fo much as made one reflec- 
tion on thofe horrible violations of charity, 
which you yourfelves committed in your de- 
plorable tranfports of pailion ? 

I fliall conclude. Fathers, with anfwering 
another charge which you bring againft me. 
Becaufe, amongft the great number of 5rour 
maxims which I have quoted, there are fome 
that have been objeâed to you already, you 
complain, " That I repeat what was faid 
^* againft yoil before.** My anfwer to that is 
eafy, for had you been in the fmalleft degree 
the better for what had been objcded to you 

before. 
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before, .-libppld^iot have troUjWed.you witji 
repeatipg it jagaip. \|i^hat , good have iill the 
reproofs of fo^tmny learned doftors, and all 
the ^>Qo}^s of the whole univerfity (levelled 
^gaiqil you) dope.? Aod what did your fz^ 
thcrs.yfiLNJNAT, Caupin, PiNTER£Au, and 
tE Moj^E^ do in their anfwers thcj^eto, but 
load ^4th reproaches all tho£b who gave them 
fuch .good- advice ? Have you fuppreflbd thç 
bqoks i^ wlitich thofe wicked maxims are 
tapght? H^ve you r^priqianded the authors? 
Are you become more circumfpeâ ? And is 
it not fince, that Escobar has been fo qftr 
en prilled in France and the Low Copntries'? 
And that father Çeu>t, Bagot, Bauny^ 
pAMY, LE MojNÇ, and yow other wri^ 
ters publifh every day not only the £ime 
things, but with frcai additions, as liopnti^- 
oufly as ever ? 

Do not coroplain therefore, Fathers, if I 
condemn you for your old maxims (till in 
force with you, or reproach you for yofur 
Qew ones, or laugh at them all. You havç 
PQthing to dp ^ut to reâeâ upop them, ^ for 
y wr own copfufion, and my juilification. 

Who, without laughing, can look upo|i 
fether Bauny's opinion upon burning of 
barns? Father Ce lot's on reftitution? 
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Sanchez, in favour of conjurors? Hur- 
T Alto's method vOf making duels innocent, \yjf 
terming it nothing but walking in a field and 
waiting for fomcbody? Father Bauny's 
compliments to avoid ufury, with a method to 
fandtify iimony by a trick of the intention, and 
avoid lying by now whifpering now fpeaking 
out aloud, with all the reft of your grave 
DOCTORS opinions? Is not this enough to juf- 
tifyme?And,withTERTULLiAN,to"laugh 
«* at the vanity and folly of what they fay?" 
But, Fathers, that corruption of manners 
which your maxims bring along with them, 
deferves another confideration, and we may 
with TERTULHANafk this quefticm, *' Ri- 
•^ deam vanitatem^ an exprohrem cacitatem ? 
** Shall I laugh at their folly, or lament their 
•* blindnefs ?** For my own part, I think, 
one may laugh or cry, which ever you 
will : Hac tokrabiliùs vel ridentur vel flen^ 
iuvy^ fays St. Augustin. Confefs then, 
with the Scripture, that there is a time 
to laugb and a time to mourn. And I wifli. 
Fathers, I could not prove in you the truth 
of thefe words in the book of Proverbs, ch. 
xxix. 9. If a wife man contendetb with a 
foolijh man^ whether he rage or laugh there is 
no reft. 

LET- 
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TO THE 

Rev. Fathers the JE S U ITS. 

Tzxkf Sept. 9* 1656* 

Rev. Fathers, 

I Was preparing to write to you upon the 
abufive terms you have fo injurioufly and 
laviflily bcftowed upon mc a long time in 
your writings, where you call me " impious, 
** a buffoon, ignorant, a ftroller, calumnia- 
" tor, impoftor, cheat, heretic, a Calvinift 
" in mafquerade, adifcipleof du Moulin, 
" poflèflèd with a legion of devils," and I 
do not know what myfelf. I had a mind to 
let the world fee what reafbns you had to ufe 
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me in this manner j for I fhbuld be very for* 
ly. to be thought guilty of all this Heavy 
charge» and was refolved to complain of your 
calumnies and impoftures» when juft at that 
very tirtie I received your anïwer^, wherein 
you a!ccufe me of them to my face. This 
obliged me to alter my defign, but however 
not fo much as to drop it intirely, becaufe I 
hope by defending myfelf to prove that you 
arc guilty of more real impoftures than you 
have charged me wkh falfe ones; 
/ And; to tell yoii thé truth; Fathers, you 
arc more to be fufpefted in this point, than 
myfelf. For is it likely that I, who am de- 
fenqelef^ and dcftitute of all human fupport, 
fhould bppofe myfelf alone to fo formidable 
a body ? Or, being affifted only by truth and 
fincerity fliould expofe myfelf to the danger 
df' being utterly ruined by being coriviftdc! of 
an impofture ? It is very eafy in mâtteîV of 
faift, like this, to difcover where the falffiOTid^ 
lyes. I • ftionld have accufcrs enough àgaïrift"' 
me, and juftice would be readily gràîntted 
them; But as to j'^ou. Fathers, the 'cafe' is 
quite other wife, for you may fay what ^ou 
pleafe againft me, and I have no one to com- 
plain to. From this difference of 'our 'fiàf- 
ations, you fee I ought to be cxtretAety tau- • 
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tious and circumfpted^i . if I had no other con-» 
fiderations .to induce nae to be fo. 

H4)wcver^ finee you trca,t.me as a noted 
impoftor, ypu , force me to reply : but,, as 
you faaow very weU> that cannot be done 
without cxpofing afrefli, and difcovering thfe 
very, foundation of alt. the points of ypur 
morality, methinks you are a little outi in 
yçur politics ; and as you have brought the 
warhome toyourfeflves, you muft carry, it* 
on at your own expencç. And although youi 
imagined that by puzzling the queftion by: 
fchoUftic ternes, ypu ; (hould render the an^ 
fwers To tecjious, fpiobfcure, and fo unintel» 
ligible, as to makerthçm taûle& and infipid, 
yet perhaps you. may, find yourfelves raif- 
taken ; for I wijl endeavour to trouble you» 
as littjees^c^n be. expeded, with that fort of 
jai^QU, Bût I do not know how, there ist 
fojnçthiogfp diverting in ypur maxims, that 
every body is delighted with them. But re- 
mçiQber that it is yourfclves who provoke 
m^ tq.make this difcpvery, and now let us 
fee who will defend his caufe befl. 

Your firft impofture, is about Vasqjtez's 
opinion relating . to alms. Give me leave. 
Fathers, to explaia it in fo clear a manner aS» 
to baniih all obfcurity from our difputes. - 

It 
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it is very well known that, according to 
the opinion of the Church, there are two 
rules relating to alms-giving. ** One is, to 
" affift the poor from your fuporfluities in 
•* feafons of common fcardty : the other is, 

to affift them with what may be neceflary 

to every one in his ftation, in times of 

uncommon fcarcity/* 

This is what Cajetan fays, who fol- 
lows St. Thomas. So that, to fliew what 
is Vasqjjez's opinion concerning alms-giv- 
ing, I muft let you know in what manner 
he direfts us to difpofe as well of what is fu* 
perfluous, as of what is neceflary. 
, The charity arifing from fuperfluity, which 
(is the inoft ordinary fupport of the poor) is 
intirely deftroyed by this one maxim, in his 
treatife of alms-giving c. 4. n. 14. which I 
mentioned in my letters : " All that laymen 
" can hoard up to exalt their own condition, 
•^ or that of their relations, cannot be called 
" fuperfluity ; and therefore you will hardly 
" ever find that there is any fuch thing as 
** fuperfluity in the world, no, not even a- 
•^ mongft Kings." You fee. Fathers, by 
this <lefinition, that no man who is ambi- 
tious can have any thing to fpare, and confe- 
quently the charity of the greatcft part of the 
world is hereby annihilated. But 
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But fuppofing he hadfomcthing to Ipare, 
he is not obliged to give any thing in Ordi- 
nary neccflîtîcs, according to Vasquez, who 
oppofes all fuch as would oblige the rich to 
be charitable. His words are thefe î c. i . 
n. 32. ^* CoRDUBA, fays he, tells us that 
" when we have any thing to fpare, we are 
" obliged to give fbme of it to thofe who la-^ 
** boar under the common neceffities of life; 
** a finall pittance at leaft, if it was only by 
** way as it were— of obeying the precept* 
" But I CANNOT say I like that 

*' DOCTRINE. Sed hoc mN PtACZT. 

** For I have proved the contrary 
*' ^;ainft Cajetan and Navarre/* So 
that you fee, Fathers, the obligation to part 
with our fuperfluity to thfe poor is deftrôyed, 
becaufe Vasc^ez, forfooth, does not like 
it. But further : 

Li the extreme and prefling neceffities of 
the poor it is our duty to part with fomething 
of what 18 neceflary even to ourfelves ; but 
you will find by the conditions he clogs it 
with, the richeft man in Paris is not oblig- 
ed to give one farthing in charity as long as 
he lives. I will mention but two* 

The firft condition is this : " When 
J^ you certainly know that nobody 
^ Vol. il D will 
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*' will aififl the poor petitioner but yoivfdf : 
** H/tc tntelligo et cœUra omnia quand» scio 
•* nullum alium^epem^ laturum.*' c. i. n. 28.. 
What do you fay to this. Fathers ? Will it 
often happen in Paris, where there are fo 
many charitable people^ that I caA certainly 
know, that the poor objeft^^ which addreflb 
himfelf to me, c^n find nobody elfe to relieve 
him ? Yet, withput dais knowledge^ accord- 
ing to V A s Qjj Ï z, I ana not obliged ^ af- 
fift him. 

The fecond condition is, that t^e necef^ 
fity of the petitio^r be fuch, that unleis af- 
lifted, " h^ runs^ the rifqpie of lofi^g hb 
*' life or his reputation^" n, 2:4 and 26^ 
whicb is but very fbklom» And what ftili 
fliews how rarefy this njay happen is what he 
^Hb us, n. 45. that a poor man,^ wha is in 
fuch a condition, in which be fays wc are 
obliged to relieve hira^ " may rob the rich 
^^ with a fafe confcience."' 
; Which muft be an extraordinary cafe ivkr^ 
^eed, except Vas Qjr.Bzwai fay it is; not m 
extraordinary cafe to permit the poor Xp fjteak 
$0 that, after having deftroyed all obliga^ns» 
to charity froip our fuperfluity, the greateflj 
fountain from which it flpws, he. does not 
oblige the rich tp fpaije any thipg, ov^ of t^eir 
. • HccçilgTjes, 
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fieceâârk*, ta the poor, but when he permît^ 
the poor ta rob the rkh. This, Gentlemen, is 
tliedoéfrine of Vasqjiess, whom you rc^ 
commend to your teaders fof their edification^ 

And now I come to yoirf itnpoftures^ And 
here yoti make a tedious and mighty buftlo 
to prove, that Vasq^ez has laid all ecclc-' 
fiaftics under the obligation of giving alms : 
whereas I have not fo much a» once mention*' 
ed an eccleiiaftic, though I am ready to do 
it whenever' yo» pleafe : but at prefent they 
are oM of the queftion. As to the kymeà 
(who are the only people concerned) you en- 
deavour to make us believe that VasqjjeZj 
in the paflage I quoted, gives us only Ca je- 
tants opinion, and not his own. Whereas 
nothing is more false ; but becaufe you 
have not pofitively aflerted it, I am willbg 
(to fave your horibur)to believe, you were un-» 
wHling to do it 

After my quoting this maxim of V a s- 
QjJEz, ** That it isaloKrft impoffible ever 
" to meet with fiipcrffuity amongft the rich 
" of this world, or even anrongft RinOs^ 
'* what makes yotr complain fo heavily that 
" I infer from thence, that therefore the 
*^ rich arc &ldom or never obliged to give. 
î^ alms out of their abundance ?*' But what 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



S6 LB TT E R XIL 

do you mean by this, Fathers ? For, if it 
16 trao that the rich have hardly evw any 
fupeHluity, is it not certaia they are as hani* 
ly ever obliged to do alms with it ? I would 
prove this to you by an. argument in form, if 
Diana, who admires Va sqites to fucha 
degree that he calls him '^ thb phœnix of 
^^ all wits,'* had not drawn the fame confc- 
queooe from the fame principle. For^ after 
citing this very maxim from Vasqjj>E2, he 
draws this conclufion from it j *^ That in 
« the queftion, viz. If the rich are obliged 
^* to give alms to the poor, out of their lb* 
perfluity : although the opinion which^ o^ 
b%es them to do fo were really true, yet 
it would never happen, or at leafliait 
very feldom, that they can be obliged to 
put it in pradice/' ' You fee I do aothkg 
but follow Diana word for wori ^ 

What, therefore. Fathers, can the mean* 
ing be; that when Diana quotes and extols 
the fentiments of Va&quez, when hecalls^ 
them probable, and '* very convenient &r. 
** the rich,** (as he does in theverj^ikm» 
place) that he is neither calumniator oc liar? 
You make no complaints that h;e hasmifire- 
prefented his author, but when I produoe the. 
very iame f^timents from the very Ikn^e aa«*^ 

thor. 
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thor, (but witlu>tit co»|)ilapuçni» 
Ûm name of phcOinjix) you.vilify .fne .as^ an 
mpoftor^ a liar, and a corruptor of his 
doarine. . ' 

You have certainly all the reaibn In the 
wcArld, Fa^icxs, to be afraid left your.dif^ 
fereot tKatment of diolb, who agree in th(|i 
iame report, but difkgree in point of efteem 
ferjou, Ihoulddifoover the bottom of you» 
hearts, and make the world conclude that 
your principal drift is to keep up the credit 
snd gloiy of your fociety ; for as \ong as 
yoar pliable theology, can pafs for .a prudent 
eondefcenfion, you are not afhamed of thofir 
tiiat dindge it, but on the contrary applaud 
Ûxm aa auxiliaries to your views. But when 
it is reprefented as a pernicious relaxation o£ 
£fc^iii^, the fame interefl of your fodety^ 
obliges you to yield up thofe maxims which 
difdcdit you in the eye of the world. Thua 
yon accept of, or rejeâ opmions, not accord* 
ing to thctr truth which never changes, but 
according to the dianges of the times, fol* 
Imrmg^wliat an andent fàid, ^' Omnia pro 
^^ tempore^ mini pro veritate.'' 
'■■ Take icare. Fathers, for, that you may no 
ki^ accule me ofdrawing from this prin<^ 
mfbf o£ Vasqjjxz a confcquençç which he 
D 3 had 
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bad diiavowed, knomr^ that he has drawft 
khimiclfi c^ !• n, 27^ **Itis Ca/etan') 
** i^piiiion^ AND MY OWN TOO .th^fi»rcc- 
^* ly any one is obliged to givc^njs, if he 
/^ moftdoit fi<un bis fi^pcrâuitie$.oniy/' 

Acknowledge then, Fathgra, jfixan Vas^ 
QjjEs's own mouth) jdiat I have cxaâly 
Ibllowed his thoughts^ and Confider. with 
what cooioeiice you caa dare to fay, ^^ That 
*^ if ih^ original was confulted the world 
^ would be amazed to find, that ia that Ttry 
^^ f^ace he teaches quite the contrary/' 

In ibojt, your ftrongeft md moft boaâed 
argument is this jf for&yyou^ if Vasc^e» 
does not oblige the rich to extend any of thdu* 
6iperfluji»es to the poor, yet inilead of that 
he obliges them to be heneficent out of their 
very neccâaries* But you have forgot to 
IKientien (though I have not) that oiultitude 
pf conditions which he lays are ib neceaiiry 
to make it a <kity, that charity is io cramps 
ed by. them, that it is alnaoft entirely aonifair 
}ated, And inftead of ej^fdaining fincerely 
what his doanrine is, you. only fay id general, 
that he obliges the rich .to part with what 
may be neçeilary to fuj^t thfir raok and 
eopdltion. 
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^ Bdt tKfe agàîa fe i*iying tbo rmëh^ lea- 
thers, for tlie very rtAt of theGofpd tJocs 
not tottige fo fair as that/ And I bdîevc 
Vasqjuez would be the laft man in •the 
wc^dj' to Iruft ihtofiifchail crrbn But to 
feloàk his too gfeat indulgence, you attribute 
to Miri &ch ah fexceïs of ftverfty as every 
bne would blame, aïid by that means, you 
rfc/&oy tfet credibility 6f your having tjnotcà 
fiîm faitibfblly. But he is Fat from deferv- 
Jng this reproa<A j finte he has eft&Hifheâf, 
as I have made k appear, thai * the rich' are 
toot bound fcithet in jufticfe or charity, to give 
out of Iheir fupèrfluîtîes, much left oui of 
thdr nécèlîàrîes,' any thing to relieve the pool 
in their ordinary é^ità j and that they [the 
rich] are only obliged to pari with what Is 
necéflkry, on occafiohs which happen & 
very feldotn that they hardly ever happen 
àtaH. 

As you raife ho otber objcdlion, I have lio- 
Ihing trtore to do at prefent but to fhew your 
fallhodd inàflferting that Vasquez is riiore 
ftriâ: than Ca jetan. Which is very eafy 
to do frottt the CardTnal's own words, viz. 
^* We are bourid ih jtiffice, out of our fuper- 
** iluities, to give alms to the poor even in 
^ their comnxbh fteceffities : fot the holy Fa- 
D 4 '* thera 
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f ^ thcK of the Chwch fày» the rîjsh àeebn- 
^* ly ftewavdky td^iift^ibote tbeir abondincà 
ft amoDgft ^ich of the poor as 0^11 ivaot it 
«^ moft/' 

* And whereas Di ana (ays of Vasqj^z's 
maadtns» * That they are very ofeful, ax)^ 
.'^ very agreeable as weU to tbexicfa as to 
5 their raofeiibrs^ the Cardinal; who has no 
f £açh fine thmgs to give them^ declaresi/r 
^ Ekem. c 6. '^ He faa$ nothing to £iyto ùt 
^^ «ridi but thefe words of our Saviour: i^ir 
^* Mfi^ for a camel to go tbnugb the eyt (^ 
^* a wedley than for a rich man to enter intd 
^* the kingdom of heaven.'' And to their 
«anfeil(»s8 thefe words of the fame Saviour, 
.'* If tie Hind lead the blind they fbail both 
^' fall into tbeditckr So indifpcnfible is this 
obligation tg charity that not only the Car- 
dinal, but all the Fathers and Saints have laid it 
down as a confiant truth, ^^x. ^^ There are 
^^ two cafes, fays St. Thomas; 2. 2* q. 1 1 8. 
.^ art. 4, in which we are obiiged to give 
*^ afans from the duty of jqftice : Ex debiù> 
V lq;ali; ope is, when the pecnrare indai>- 
^^ ger; the other, when we poûèfifupcarânoiis 
y rkfacs. And q. 87, a. i. The three tenths 
f^ which the Jews were conunanded to eat 
^ wjthtbe ipoor^ yrerçi ^pgmented by diQ 
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f:. Oafpel, becaqleit h .&e wJU -ot, mt 
*^rSamoar, Ûat we not oaiy giye the 
** poor the «mtib part, but our wbote fxn. 
« pcrflaity." 

- 'Sot nofcix^thAanclbg this, Vas^bb, it 
kaas, does not like that men (hould be » 
Uigjcd to give any part at all. Soch is his 
compfaifanrft to the rich, and cruelty to the 
poor ! Such is his of^fition to thofe tender 
ftndmeats of charity reconunended by St. 
Creoory, a truth which is agreeable to aU 
good noen, though fhocking and tevrihle td 
the rich of this world. " When we give tb 
'* Û» poor what is neceflary for thenr, we 
*' do not- £0 much g^ve than what ia. «r 
*' own, as pay them what is their doe $ 
** whidh ought rather to be called an.aâ df 
" juftioe, than an aâ of diarity, or conxr 
*' paffion. 

' & is in this manner the Saints of. old re- 
commend to the rich to divide the things of 
dm "wodd with. .the poor, if they defire, 
«ith> them, m poflêfs the riches of anodier. 
And whereas you are ûriving to encoonige 
mm in. ambition, which will never admit 
dub there-is any fuperfluity, and m avaric^j 
whidik will not let tnem part with iti^^ey 
lif4 ap^ ) the ^Saints arc ftrjving to pef- 

fuadç 
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fnde men to diflribiite to ochers their Wftoté 
fiiperfloity, and tdl dMem, titat they.ihay 
have enough and enough td ^ive àwsqr, ÛT 
men would not meafure their wants by tiiel^ 
cupidity, whkh kilows no Ixwnds, bat by 
compaiSion, whidi is ever induftriouily in-» 
genbus to pinch itfelf» the better to eser-^ 
cife YKxk^ of charity to others. St. Av* 
«U8Ti)t lays, ** If we keep nothing but 
*' vrhsLt is neceffitty» we ihall have abnn* 
<* dance to ipare $ but if our minds feek i^^ 
^ ter vanity, we ihall never have enotagh. 
<f Be careful, brethren, for what is fufficient 
f* to fttftain the Work of G^2>, that is, f6 
'* fufiain -nature, and not for what will âtiJP- 
*< fy your concapifcence, whidhi is the vfoA 
^^ of the deinl $ «id netnember that the iapct' 
¥< floity of the fidh is ^ ncceffitfy debt to th6 
« poor." 

I ihoold be ^, Rthtre, if what I have 
Taid would not only fme to juftify myfelf 
(whkh is of little concern) but create ki yoa 
a fenfible abh<nrrence of every corruptiot) in 
the maxims of yout cafuiâs, thbt we «nay 
be aU fincerely united in thft facred tutes 
ç£ theGofpel, aicoording to^ which we nfiull 
9U be jud^» 



As 



Digitized 



by Google 



LETTER XII. 11.3 

As to the fcoond pa»t yfhkh rtgank fi^ 
taoayp before I oofwer die reprpaclic& yoa 
have laid to my charge» I will iirft explaia 
jfour OWN domine on that fubgeâ* 

Afi you are at « ]o& how to i^eer between 
the canont of. the Church, which . impoie 
terrible pains on the Sinumiacè» and the co^ 
vetou&e& of lb many people who Iblloit 
that infamous trade, you have reoourfa tù 
your: oïdinàry method» whicJi^ is to graàt 
mm whateycif they defire» and put oiGF 60)) 
yi'iik words and mere forms* For what elfe 
do theib Simoniacs want for their liTinga bût 
money ? And that you &y xsno fimony. Bût 
becaufe the word fimcmy muft bt retained; 
Itod £>mc fubjeâ alio to which it muft belongs 
yoa have cholen» for that pitrpolc» an imà^ 
^nary ufelefs i(ka» which never entered intd 
the head of any Simoniac befixe ;. which h tù 
eâeem money» çoofidned «1 money, equi- 
valent to %»rituality» ccMifidefed as fptrituA^ 
}ity« For» who ever thought of comparing 
things (b dUprc^ortionate» and fo, different in 
nature ? And yet» withont making thia meta^ 
phyficul comparifon» one man» accordsig ta 
your suiUhora, may give hk living. to an€ilher» 
god tikç money for it too wlthnitf 6a»ott^ ' 

It 
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U IS in this maaoer that you make à néock 
ef religion^ to comfdy with the humoms of 
«sen i bat^ pray obferve, with what cavity 
your father Valent I A defcants upon hi$ 
i^ dreams» in the paflage quoted in my 
JOtters» tom* 3* difp. i6. p. 3. pag. 2044. 
^' One may give, (ays he, things temporal fot 
^* things fpiritual» two ways: one, by fetting 
*^ a greater value on the temporal than on the 
*^ fpiritual; and that would be fimony: the 
^' other» by taking the temporal as the motive 
^^ and end which induces to give the fpiritual» 
^^ without, at the famoe time» fetting a great* 
^ er value on what is temporal than what is 
^^ ipftritual ; and then it would be no fimo* 
** ny. The reafon iff this, bccaufe fiiùony 
<V confifts in takmg the temporal as thé fbU 
•* worth or value of the fpiritual. There- 
^^ fore if I demand the temporal, i. e^ ths:. 
^^ money: Si pitatur itn^raU : Nota^the 
** real worth or value of the fpnitxal^ but? 
^' as the motive which induces me to part 
*^ with it» it tt no fimony at all ; no» 
though my only view and principal defign 
was the temporal : Minime trit firmnia 
itimfi temparak princip^iter ifUindùîur 
^ // Hfpi^itwr^ 

,Ao4 
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* And has nbtyoar great Sanchbz h^ à 
èseoEk of the ikme ti^tqre, who, accon^ng 
to Escobar, tr. 6. ex. 2. n. 40. Ipeaks in 
âxfe > tenm ? /^ If a man gives temporal 
V goods' for fpiritual ones, not as the prices; 
^^ bat as the motive to induce the patron! 
^' to confer the benefice, or as a recompencc 
^^ for having done it, is fuch an one guilty of 
^* iimony? Sanchez affures us not/* 
And your thefes at Caen in 1644, deckre, 
^' Tliatitisaprobable opinion taught by a great 
*^ number of Catholics, that it is no fimony 
'^ to g^ve temporal things for fpiritual things^ 
** when they are not given as a price/' • 

And as for Tanner, I will prove hk 
dûârine to be the lame with Valenti a*s ; 
which may convince you how much you are 
in the wrong, when you complain that I fay 
hk doârine is not conformable to that of St« 
Thomas, fince he confefTethJt himfelf at 
the place quoted in my letter, tr. 3. d. 5^. p. 
1519. ** There is not, fays he, properly 
'^ and truly fpeaking, any fimony, but in 
^' taking a temporal confideration as the 
^ price [or fall value] of a fpiritt^al one : 
*^ hot, when it is taken, either as a motive 
" to confer the fpiritual, or as an acksnëW- 
^^ Icdgment of the favour conferred, it is 
" I ** not 
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** not fimonyj at Icaft not fo m confcience.'* 
^nà a little after : ^^ The fame may be 
^^ Êûd, though a man does fiot ckily re^rd 
1^ the money as hk ultimate aim, but tv^n 
^ prefer it ta the Ipimual; though St. Tbo- 
^ MAS and others feem to hy the contrary, 
^ by a^rbg us, that to ^ve fpirituals for 
^ temporals, with a view to the temporals, 
•V is abfokxte fimony*** 

. Thi§, Fathers, is your dodirîne of fimony, 
tsiught by your beft authors, who, in this 
point at teafl, copy one another very exaétiy. 
, Having thus explained your do<3:rine, t 
come now to anfwer your impoftures. As 
foil have made Doo^bjeétion to Valbhtia's 
opmipn, it muit remain as it is. But you 
dwell upoa that of Tanner us, and affirm 
that he only iays it is no fimony by bivinb 
i:aw ; and you^ are willing to make the 
world believe, that I fupprefied thofe words 
in the pafTage. Btit, Fathers, give me leave 
to Ely you are unreaibnable, becaufe thoCi 
words, ©iviNB lAw^ never were in thai 
pafiage. Yet, after that you %, that Tan- 
sTERus calls it fimony ** by a pofimve law.'^ 
Yoia are quite miftaken, Fadiers, for he 
does not fay 6> in general, but in particular 
«afes^ ** ifi cafiiut è jure (pcprej/h :'' which 
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aœ hfe own words in that very place: whercH 
by he makes an exception to what he had ck 
|tabK(hed in general,, '* That it was no» fi-i 
" mony in cpnfcience y which impUes that 
i{ cannot be lb by any pofit^vc kw, exœpk 
you have a mind to make Tannerus iran 
pioua enough to fay,^ that what is fimony 
in law, is no finaony in confcience» Cut 
the allowing terms divine law, po- 
sitive Ï.AW, NATURAL LAW, INTER- 
NAL AND EXTERNAL TRIBUNAL, CA- 

$E$ expreffed, in law, external pre- 
ST^MFTiojKi,, and others which few people 
underûand]^ are brought in on purpofe tQ 
çfcapc under this favourable veil of obfcurity^ 
and draw oS our attention from takmg any 
notice of your extravagant errors. But thefti 
vain fubtilties (hall avail you nothing, for X 
will; put inch plain queflipns to you that the]jt 
ihall not be; liable to a d-istinquq. 

I djsfire to know then^ without taUldn^j 
" of positive law, or presumptioi», 
*^ of 5XTÈRNAL TRI BUNAL,*' if any pa- 
tron,^ according to your authprs,^ is guilty q£ 
&?iony,. wha difpofes of a living of 200 U 
per awi. for 500 L ready money, which^ 
jQo L he does not accept or take. as. the, fulJi 
fûce or v^e of the living^ but as a motive . 

that 
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that induced him to part with it ? Tell me. 
Reverend Fathers, ingenuoufly, what anfwer 
will your cafuiAs make to this queftion ? Will 
hot Taknerus tell you, in exprefs terms, 
** that it is no fimony in confcience, be* 
** caufe the money is not the price or real 
•* value of the living, but only the motive 
•* or'REASoN for beflowing it?" And will 
not Valentia, your Caen thefes, San- 
chez, and Escobar prove it to be no 
SIMONY for the fame reafon ? Arenottfaefe 
authorities fufficient to exempt this patron 
from fimony ? And would you have the af- 
furance, (whatever your own private opinions 
may be) to treat him as a fimoniacal perfon 
in your confeffionals, lince he could filence 
all your clamour with authority, by telling 
you, (that in this) he has only followed the 
advice of fo many grave doctors ? No, 
Fathers, the patron by your own confcffion 
is very innocent ; and now, defend your 
doôrine if you caiu 

This, Father», is the way to treat a quef- 
tion when we defign to make it out clear ; 
and not by clogging it with fchool terms, or 
changing the ftate of the queftion as you have 
done in your laft charge againft me. For in^ 
ftoJice, Tanneru^, you ùty, declares that 

fuch 
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fuch ail exchange is a great fin, and ycm rc-« 
proach me for Having malicîoufly fuppreflcd 
that drcumftance which according to you, 
" JUSTIFIES HIM INTIRELY.'* Bat here 
again you are wrong in feveral refpeéls. For, 
grantbg what you fay to be true, yet the quef- 
don in that place was not to know if there 
was any sin in it, but only if there was any 
SIMONY. Now,thefe two queftionsarewide* 
ly diâerent : sins, according to your max- 
ims, oblige a man no farther than to con- 
fession : simony obliges to restitu- 
tion : and (bme folks can difcern well e- 
nough the difference between one and the 
ùthen For you have found out many ex- 
pedients to make confeffion eafy, but not one 
to make reftitution agreeable. 

And I muft tell you further, that the cafe 
which Tannerus charges with fin, is not 
merely that whereby fpirituals are given 
for temporals, which laft were the principal 
motiyes fo to do, but he adds, " for prifing 
" the temporality more than the fpirituality," 
which is that imaginary cafe I fpoke of bt^ 
fore. - 

And I do not think he does amifs to charge 

THAT with fin I for a imn mufl: either be 

i mc^ abandonied wretch, or an incorrigible 

. Vol. il K blockhead 
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blockhead to load himfelf with a fin fo càCly 
to be avoided as this is, viz. only by not com- 
paring the price of thefe two things together, 
at the time that he is permitted to give one 
for the other. But farther. Valent i a, (oh 
the lame paffage) enquiring whether it was a 
fin to give a fpiritual good for a temporal, 
the latter being the principal motive ; after 
fliewîng the reafons alledged by feveral cafu- 
ifts to prove it a fin, he adds, " Sedboc non 
•* videtur mihi fatts cerium : But this does 
" not appear to me to be fure enough." 

But fince that, your father Erade Bill, 
profeflbr of cafes of confcience in your col- 
lege at Caen, has peremptorily decided, that 
there is no fin at all in it; for your proba- 
ble OPINIONS grow riper and riper every 
day. This decifion of his appears in his 
works of 1 644. againft which M. D u 
Pre' doélor and profeflbr at Caen made 
that fine harangue, .which was afterward 
printed, and well known in the world. 
For although Erade Bill confcffes that 
y A L E N T I A*s opinion followed by father 
M I L H A R D, and condemned by the Sor- 
bonne, " is contrary to the general opinion, 
** and in many things fufpeâed of fimony, 
** and juftly puniihed, when the fads are 

** difcovered,'' 
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** dîfcôvercd," yet he (ays^ the opinion is 
PROBABLE, and therefore fafe in con« 
fcicnce: confcquwitly, there is no fimony, 
Dor fin. '^ It is a probable opinion^ 
** iays he, taught by a great many catholic 
*^ divines that it is not ûmony, nor ant 
** SIN to give money or any other worldly 
^^ consideration for a benefice, either by way 
** of acknowledgment, or by way of ô>ccial 
" motive without which it would not be 
" conferred, provided you do not give it as a 
" PRICE equal to the benefice/' 

What can be wiflied for, or defired more? 
According to all thefe maxims, fimony yoa 
fee. Fathers, is fb rare that Simon Magus 
himfelf could not now be judged guilty of it. 
He was willing indeed to buy the HqlV 
Ghost, in which he reprefents your fimoni- 
acal PURCHASERS; andGEHAzi taking mo*" 
ney for a miracle, is the reprefentative of all 
fimoniacal sellers. Yet both, by your max- 
ims, are innocent. For when Simon Ma- 
gus, in the Acts, offered money to the 
Apoftles to confer their power upon him, it is 
certdn he neither n^iade ufe of the words 
buying, selling, or price, he only 
ofi&red fome money as a motive to prevail 
on the Apoftles^ tp confer that fpiritual gift 
I E a up«a 
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upon him. Which, by your authors, being 
no fimony, he might eafily have warded off 
St. Peter's anathema, if he had but been 
inftruded in your modem tenets. This fame 
ignorance, too, Wats very unlucky to poor 
Gehazi, whomhis mafter Elisha ftrack 
Vfith a leprofy; fbr, taking money of the 
Prince who was miraculoully healed, only as 
an acknowledgment, and not as a price 
equal to that divine virtue, which performed 
the miracle, he might, had he hetn righdy 
inftruded, have obliged Elisha, under the 
paiii of a mortal fin, to have cured him a- 
gain. And herein he would but have aâed 
agreeably to a number of grave doctors, 
who enjoin all confeflbrs to abfolve their pe- 
nitents in fuch like cafes, and to deanfe 
ihem of their fpiritual leprofy, of which the 
bodily is nothing but the figure. 

I can ferioufly affure you. Fathers, that 
there is nothing fo eafy as to fet you here in 
a ridiculous light ; and I am furpriied how 
you came to lay yourfelves fo open. For I 
(hould have nothing to do but quote your o- 
jther maxims, and amongft them this of Es- 
cobar : In the praâice of fimony, ac- 
cording to the fociety of Jesus. n# 40. 
^[ When two Monks engage with eacho- 

*:: ther. 
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" Acr, thus; give mc your vote to make 
^' mc provincial; and I will give you mine 
** to make you prior ; is that fimony ? No^ 
" not at all." And this other maxim, tr. 
n. 14. *^ neither is it fimony to procure a' 
^' living by promifing a fum which you ne* 
" ver intend to pay, becauib it is only a 
'^ MOCK fimony, which is no more a true 
'' SIMONY, than a false guinea is a 
" TRUE guinea/' It is by fiich fubtle com- 
ments upon confcience, tlKit by adding knav« 
eiyto fimony, he has found out an art to 
procure benefices without money or fimony 
either. But I have not time to fay any more 
upon this fubgeâ:^ being obliged to defend 
myfelf againft your third calunmy, on .the 
fubjeâ of bankrupts. 

Than this calunmy, Fathers, fure nothing 
was evermore abfurd ! You call me an im- 
pofioron account of one of Lessius's fen* 
timents^ which I did not quote as from my- 
felf, but was what Escobar alledged in 
the pafilage which I quoted ; and fo, though 
it fiioald be trae, that Lessius is not of 
thatopuiicm, which Escobar declares him 
to be of, is.there any thing more unjuft than 
to blame me for > it? Whenever { quc^ 
li^ssius or any other of your authors my- 

53 f«i^' 



Digitized 



by Google 



54 L E TT E R XIL 

iblf, I own myfelf refponûble fcx: iu Bat at 
Escobar ha^ colleâed the fentiments of four 
and twenty of your Fathers, I want to know 
if I muft anfwer for any thing, but what I 
quote from hkn ? Or if I mtift go further 
^d anfwer for thc^e citations which he has 
made in the pafiàges from whence I took 
them ? nothing I think can be more unrea-^ 
fonable ; yet that is hçrç aâually tl^ cafe, 
I quoted and faithfully tranflated the follow^ 
ing pa0âge from Escosak, and to which 
you have made no objeftion. ^^ Can a bank^ 
^* rapt detain^ with 9 faf^ confcience, as ma^ 
^* ny cflFedls as are neceflary to fup{)ort: him 
** in a genteel way ? Ne indeçorè vivat ^ 

^^ I ANSWER, WITH LeSSIUS, YES HE 

^* MAY, Cum LeJJto ajjero pojfe^ &c/' And 
then you tell me that l/çssius is not of that 
opinion. 

But confider a little what you are about, 
for if it be true that he (Le ss i us) is of the 
fame opinion, you, Fathers, will be called 
the imppftors, for affirming the contrary, but 
if he is not, tfien Escobar wUl be the im-p 
poftor; fo that at prefent, as the cafe Aands, 
fome one or other of your Ibciety piuft w^ 
avoidably be gn impoftprt 
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What a fcandal muft this be ! and how 
iîlly muft you be not to forefee the confe- 
quenccs of things ? You think there is no- 
ting more to be done than to throw about 
your injurious reflexions, without confidering 
on whofè head they may fall. 

Why did not you acquaint Es cobar with 
this knotty point before you publiftied it ? He 
could have fatisfied you .There is no foch mighty 
difficulty in writing toVALLADOLiD, where 
he now is in perfed health, completing his 
grand body of Moral Divinity, in fix^olumes, 
upon the firft of which, I may probably one 
day or other make a few remarks. You fent 
my ten firft letters to him, and you might 
as eafily have fent your objedlion ; I am pret- 
ty well afliircd he could have anfwered you, 
for I make no queftion but that he has fèen 
in Le ss lu s that pafTagc from which he took 
his '* Ne indecorè vivat.'' Read but care- 
fully, and you will find ij there as well as I 
did. lib. 2. c. i6. n. 45. Idem colKgitur a* 
perte ex Junius citatis, maxime quoad ea 
bona qua poft cejfionem acquirit^ de quibus is 
qui debitor eft etiam ex deliSio potffi retinere 
quantum necejfarium eji^ ut fro fua conditio^ 
ne NON INDECORE^ vivAr. Petes an 
leges id permittant de bonisy qua tempore in^- 
E 4 Jiantis 
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ftantis ctjjionh babebat ? Ita videtur colBgt 
ex D. D. 

I will not give myielf the trouble to ihew 
you that Lessiu8, to authorifb this max- 
im, has fcandalouily abufed the law, which 
is fo far from allowing the bankrapt to live 
like a gentleman, that it confines him merely 
to a bare fubfiftence. It is enough for me 
to have cleared Escobar from fuch an accu- 
fation : whiçhos doing more than I ought to 
do, but you, Fathers, do not fo much as 
you ought to do ; for the point in hand is to 
give an anfwer to the paflage of Escobar ; 
whofe dédiions are extremely convenient, 
becaufe independent of what goes before or 
follows after, and fhut up in fliort conclu* 
iions, fp that they are not fubjeâ to your 
diftinâions. I quoted the whole paûage where 
he allows V bankrupts to referve efieâs e- 
'^ nough, though unjuftly acquired, to main- 
^* tain their families in an honourable way." 
Upon which I cry out in my letters, *' How! 

Fathers, what unheard of charity is this ! 

Can goods^ unjuflly gotten, belong more 

to the bankrupt than they do to the law- 

** ful creditors?" This is the queftion which 

you {hould have anfwered, but it has put you 

into fuch an unhappy perplexity, thjit you en- 

I deavour 
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dtfafour in vain to evade, by ranning from 
ù^ queflion, and quoting other paflages of 
Lessius which are foreign to the purpofe« 
My queftion is this ; can bankrupts, with a 
fafe confcience, follow this opinion of £ s co- 
BAR, yes, or no ? Take care what you ulj. 
For if you hy no, what will become of the 
doâor, and your probable doctrine ^ 
if you fay yes, I refer you to the parliament, 
I muft leave you. Fathers, in this dilem- 
mai for I have not room at prefent to under- 
take the ne:lct paflage of Lessius which 
relates to murder : but I propofe to do it the 
firft opportunity, as well as to treat of the 
reft in their order. Neither ihall I take 
any notice of your falie and fcandalous ad- 
verdfements with which you finiih every im-* 
pofture : I (hall reply to all that in another 
letter, in which 1 hope to lay open the very 
fource of all your calumnies* I really pity 
you. Fathers, for having recourfe to fudi 
methods ; for the ill language ypu give me 
will never clear up our difputes, nor fhall your 
threats in any (hape divert me from defending 
myfelf. You think that you have power and 
iniponity on your fide 5 1 think, I have truth 
and ionocence on mine. It is a flrange and 
long war when violence endeavours to opprefs 

truth. 
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. truth. AU the efforts vfhkh violence can make 
will never be able to weaken truth, but ra^ 
ther invigorate and raiie her to a more exalt- 
ed ftation : but the moft confpicuous enter-» 
prifes of troth, inftead of flopping the cur- 
rent of violence, ferve only to encreafe it's 
ntf^dity the more. When force contends with 
£>rce, the greater deftroys the lefs: when rea- 
ions are oppofed to reafbns,thofethat are true 
and convincing confound and diffipate thofe 
lliat are trifling, full of vanity, and fklfe. But 
§ortc and troth can take no hold on each o- 
ther. Yet let no one pretend, from what I 
£ud laft, that they have equal powers, for 
there is this prodigious difference between 
them } violence has only a temporal courfe 
limited by the command and providenœ of 
God, who conduâs aB it's operations to raifc 
the glory of that troth it attacks : whereas 
truth fubfifls for ever, and in the end muft 
triumph over her enemies, becaufe fhe is as 
eternal and powerful as God himfelf. 
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THE 

LAST LETTER 

DEFENDED- 

SIR, 

WHoever you are that have undertakdk 
to defend the Jefuits ^ainft thoib 
letto's» which have £o clearly deteâed die 
irregularity of their morals^ it feems to mc^ 
by the pains you take to ai&ft them, that you 
are very well acquainted with their weak 
fide, and in thiat refpeâ you ihew your 
judgment ; but if you ever thought you could 
juftify them efFeâually, you are very incx- 
cufkble. Noy I have a better opinion of you ; 
and perfuade myfelf that your only deiiga 
was artfully to divert the author of the letters 
frcftn writiE^ v^y more upon tbofe fubjeâs. 

Bui 
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But yoa are diikppointed in that too» and I 
am highly delighted, that the thirteenth let- 
ter, which is but juft come abroad» takes 
no notice of what you faid on the eleventh 
and twelfth, nor fb much as dcfigned even to 
think of you at all : which makes me hope 
he will as little regard your other perform- 
ances, ' 

Youmuft hot imagine» Sir, that he found 
any manner of dijEficulty to hit you. He that 
has fought through all the weapons againft 
the whole fociety» has little to fear froQti your 
fingle perfoo* And you may be convinced 
of it» by the method I am juft now going to 
take» to anfwer what you have written againft 
his' twelfth letter. 

And lirfl; of all» . good Sir» you may keep 
all your fcurrilities to yourfelf ; I wiU have 
nothing to do with them. The author of 
the letters has promifed to give you full fatif^ 
faâion on that head» and I do not doubt 
but he will be as good as his word» to your 
Ihame. and forrow» He will find it no dif- 
ficult tafk to covçr-with confufion of face» 
fuch a weak &t of private perfons as you and 
your Jefuits betray^ yourfelves to be, who by 
a criminal confpiracy ufurp the authority of 
the Church» to trçat whom you pleafe as he-* 

retics» 
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retics^ when you find yourfelves unable to an* 
fvrer the juft reproaches which are thrown 
on your nu>ft pernicious maxims. For my 
own part I (hall confine myfelf to confute the 
fi^ jurtifices you haVe empbyed to juftify 
fach idle cafiiifts* 

Let us begin with the great Vasqjjez^ 
You have not made one tittle of anfwer to 
what the author of the letters has brought to 
(hew his wicked dodfarine relating to alms* 
giving. You only charge the letter writer^ 
and that at random^ with four lâlûties/of 
which the firfl is that, in a pafi&ge quot* 
ed from Vasqjtez, in the fixth letter, he 
had left out thefe words, ^^ Statum quern lU 
'' Cite pojfunt acqutrere ;'' and had taken no 
notice of the accufatic»! brought againft him 
for fo doing. 

I fee very well, Sir, by your implicit faith 
in your good friends the : Jefuits, that you 
verily believed thoie words are aâually in the 
place quoted by the author of the Letters. For 
if you had known that they are not there, 
you would rather have condemned the Jefu- 
its for accufing him falfly, than been furprifed 
at his difregarding their filly objeâîons. But 
I would not advife you to trufl: them too far, 
if you do yoft will be often caught in a trap; 

Confult 
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Confult that paflagc of Vasqjjez, quoted 
by the author, with your own eyes j you will 
£nd it c. 4. n. 14. m his treatife on Abus^ 
but I defy you to find any one of tho& words 
which are faid to be fuppre(]fed^ and you 
will be aflonifhed to fee them no where but 
at the diftance of fifteen pages back from the 
place* 

After this^ I make no doubt but you will 
complain of thefe holy Fathers, and not think 
It proper to accuie our author of fuppreffing 
thoib words of the pafiage, for otherwife you 
siuft oblige him to. quote or tranfcribe fifteen 
pages in folio into a letter of eight pages in 
quarto, in ^hich he ufually makes thirty or 
forty quotations : which in my humble opi* 
mon would be very unreafonable. 

All the ufe therefore that can be made of 
the words is, to convidl yourfelf of a forgery, 
without juftifymg Vasqjtez in the leaft. 
That Jcfuit is charged with deftroying the 
precept of Jesus Christ, which obliges 
the rich to give alms out of their fuperfluity, 
by maintaining, ** That what the rich lay 
*^ up in order to aggrandife themfelvcs or 
•* their relations cannot be called fuper- 
** fluous, and that there is hardly any fuch 
II thing amongft men, no, not even araoiigft 
I ^ Kings/: 
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^' Kings/' This confcqucûce, '* That there 
" is hardly any fupcrfluity in the world,*^ 
is what ruins the duty of charity s for nien^' 
concluding from hence that they have no fu- 
pcrfluity to fpare, will never believe that it is 
their duty to part with any thing. If oar 
author of the Letters had drawn this confe- 
quence, you would have had fome fort of 
pretence to fay, that it was not contained ia 
this maxim, ^^ That what the rich lay up ia 
^^ order to aggrandife themfelves, or relations^ 
'^ cannot be called fuperfluous/' But he 
found this confequence ready drawn to hi$ 
hand in Vasqjjez. It was in Vasq^esi 
that he read this expreûion fo renK>te from 
the fpirit of the Gofpel^ and the temper of a 
Chriftian : ^' That one can hardly find any 
^^ fuch thing as fuperfluity amongft men» 
" no, not even amongft Kings.'* It was iq 
Va SQJJEZ too that he read this kft conclu- 
fion cited in the twelfth letter. " A man is 
** hardly ever obliged to give alms, if he is 
" not obliged to do it but out of his fuper-< 
*' fluity." And what is moft remarkable hero 
is, that this conclufion is at the very ùmo 
place with theic words, " Statum quern licite 
" poffunt acquirere^^ by which you pretend 
to eluik the confequence. 

It 
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It is in vain to cavil about the principle^' 
fince you are obliged to be (ilent upon the 
confequences, which are formally drawn by 
VASQjTEzhimfelf, and are fufficient to an- 
nihilate the precept of Jesus Christ, as he 
has been accufed to have done. If, from his 
principle. Va s au Ez had drawn falfc bon- 
clufions, he would have added an error in 
judgment to an error in morals, but that 
would not have made him a whit more inno- 
cent, nor the precept of Jesus Christ the 
lefs anhihilated. But it will appear, by re- 
futing the fécond falfity attributed to the au- 
thor of the LfCtters, that thefe wicked con- 
iëquences are regularly drawn from the wick- 
ed principle whkh Vasqjjsz laid down in 
that very place ; fo that this Jefuit has not fo 
much tranfgrefTed the rules of logic, as he 
has the rules of the GofpeL 

This fécond falfity which you fay he had 
diilêmbled, even after his own conviâion, is, 
that the author of the Letters had omitted 
thefe wwds, ** Statum qufm licite pojjunt ac^ 
<* quirere*^ with a malicious and injurious 
defign, to pervert father Vasquez's thought, 
and to draw this icandalous conclufion from 
it, '^ A very ambitious man can have no fu- 
^ perfluity/* To which, |Sir^ I anfwer in a 

word^ 
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word, there never was a more uoreafonable 
AccuÉition : for this confequence was never 
complained of even by the Jefuits themfelvesi 
and yet, you reproach our author of the Let» 
ters, for not anfwering an objeâion which 
has never yet been made to him. But if you 
fancy (that in this particular) you have been 
more quick fighted than all the Jefuits put 
toother, it will be no hard matter, I hope. 
Sir, to cure you of 9, vanity fo injurious to 
that learned body- Vasqjjtez afferts " That, 
" what a man hoards up in order to ag- 
" grandife himfelf or his relations, cannot 
*^ be called fuperfluous :" and does not thia 
conclusion. Sir, neceflarily follow, that a very 
ambitious man can have no fuperfluity ? You 
may take alfo, if you pleafe, the conditions 
he makes, (though not in the place you men- 
tion) to improve a fortune by lawful means, 
*' Statum quim licite pa^nt acquirere.** That 
will not hinder the truth of the conclufion, 
though your fuperior penetration condemns it 
as falfe. 

I allow, with you. Sir, there are fome rich 
perfops who may improve their fortunes by 
lawful means : and the good of the public 
ufiay fometiraes juftify their inclination to do 
it ; but then they ought not to have an eye 

Vol. II. F fa 
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fo much to their own honour, and their own 
intereft, as to the honour of God, and the in- 
tereft of the public. But it is rare, very rare, 
that the fpirit of Ch r i s t (without whom there 
is no pure intention) infpires the rich of this 
world with fuch holy defires. Jesus Christ 
invites them rather to get rid of that unnecef- 
fary weight, which hinders their mounting up 
toward heaven ; and affrights them with this 
fentencc of his Gofpel, '' He that exaltetb 
'' bimfeifjbàll be abafedr Thus, the defirc 
which we fee in the greateft part of the world, 
to advance themfelves and their relations to 
an higher ftate, though by lawful means, is 
commonly nothing elfe but rank and earthly 
born covetoufnefs, or mere unbounded ambi- 
tion. For it is a grofs miflake, Sir, to thinkj 
there is no ambition in afpiring to better yourj 
fortune, but only when you make ufe of un^ 
jufl: methods to do it : St. Augustin con-| 
demns this error in his i^ook on Patience, c^ 
3. his words are thefe : ** The love of rich-j 
*' cs and the paffion for glpry, are follie^ 
*^ which the world thinks lawful : audima^ 
" gine that avarice, ambition, luxury, pubj 
** lie diverfions, 6cc. are innocent as longa^ 
*' they do not make us fall into any crime oj 
" disorder forbidden by the laws. | 

V . . Ambitiol 
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Ambition coniifls in defiring advancement 
for advancement's fake^ and honour for ftfo- 
nour's fake : as avarice does in loving mo- 
ney for money's fake. If to thefe you join 
unjufl: means, you may render them more' 
criminal, but by fubftituting lawful means 
you cannot make them innocent. 

Now Vasqjjez does not fay a word, of 
thoie cafes where fome honeft and worthy 
men may be defirous to change their condi- 
tion, and, (as Cardinal Cajetan fays) have 
a ** probable expcâation to do it/' If he had, 
he muft have been laughed at for ccAicluding 
as he does, that fuperfluity is feldom or ne- 
ver to be found : becaufe fuch extraordinary 
cafes, which can happen but once or twice 
in a man's life j and then' only to a very few 
(whom God may be pleafed to affure, that 
by rifing higher to ferve others, they (hall not 
hurt themfelves)can never drain the rich bulk 
of mankind of all their fuperfluities. But 
Vasquez fpeaks of a loofe unlimited defire, 
whofe grandeur and elevation will admit of 
no bounds : for if bounds were once fet to 
ambition, the rich, from the very moment 
Ihey arrived at them, would begin to accu- 
mulate fuperfluities. ^ And in (bort, V a s- 
Qjj £ z believes that this defire is fo vini- 
F 2 verfally 
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verfally allowed of, that it prevents the rich 
from ever having any fupcrfluitics in their 
poffeffion. 

Now, Sir, I would fain make you fenfiblc, 
if I could, that this eagernefs to aggrandife 
and pufh ourfelves forward in the world, 
though by means never fo lawful, ** adjia- 
" tutn quern licite po(funt acquir^rt y * is what 
the author of the Letters calls by the name 
of ambition s the name, which not only the 
Fathers of the Church, but all mankind call 
it by. He was not reduced to copy after one 
of the moftufual finefles of your quibling 
cafaifts who banifli the names of vices, but 
fetain the vices themfelves under other appel- 
lations. Admitting then that thefe words 
*• Statum quern licite pojfunt acquirere^^ had 
aftually been in the paflage he quoted, he waS 
under no neceffity of omitting them, to makd 
that paflage criminal. It fe from joining thofd 
words to this paflTage, that he has a right t<3 
condemn Va s QUE z, becaufe according to 
his opinion, if you once arrive at ambition il 
h impôflîble you can have any fuperfluity i 
neither is he the firfl that has made this coa^ 
clufion from this doârîile. Mr. Du Vai 
had done the fame thing before in very exJ 
prefs terms, in his attacks upon this perniJ 

I cioui 
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cious maxim, torn. 2. q. 8. p. 176. ^' It will 
** follow from hence, fays he, that whoever 
*' afpires to any higher dignity, that is, who 
** has a greater ambition, would never have 
" any fuperfluity, though he had a great deal 
** more than his prefent fituation required a 
" Sequeretur^ cum qui banc dignitatem cupcr 

" ^^^ifi^ 3^i MAJOZl AMBiriONE DUCEREf 

" ruR^ habêndo pjurima fufra decentiam fui 
*' Jiatus^ non babiiurum fuperfiuaC' 

YcMi have then fucceeded but very ill, Sir, 
in the two firft faKhoods you brought againft 
the author of the Letters. Let us,fee if you 
are better grounded irt your two others, which 
you ^çÈufe him of having been guilty of 
when he made his defence. The firft is this, 
that the author of the Letter affirms. Vas- 
(^Ez does not require of the rich to give 
away any thing that may be ncceffary to their 
own rank in the world. But this is eafily 
anfwered j for I need only tell yoiT plainly \i 
is faîfe, and that he fays quite the contrary : 
of which there needs no other proof than that 
very pa(&ge which you produce but three 
lines after, where he tells you, that Vas qjjez 
** does require of the rich to part with fome- 
" thing that may be neceflary for them- 
** folvQs, in certain cafes/* 

E 3 Your 
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Your laft complaint is as unrcafonablc as 
any of the former. The cafe is this. The au- 
thor of the Letters had objeded to two de- 
cifions iii Vasqjjez's doârine: one wa% 
** That the rich are not obliged either in juf- 
^* tice or charity to part with any of their 
** fuperfluities, much lefs of their necefla- 
** ries, in any of the common exigencies of 
^* the poor." The other was, " That they 
" are not obliged to part with what is necef- 
^* fary, but on fuch occafions as feldom or 
•• never happen.'* When you found no an- 
fwer to make to the firft of thefe decifions, 
(which is the worft of the two) what did yoa 
do then ? Why truly you join them both to- 
gether ; and making fome pitiful cvafivc 
comment on the laft, you would have it be- 
lieved, that you had anfwered both. 

, In order therefore to clear up, what yot 
&re willing defignedly to perplex, let mc *pui 
this queftion to yourfelf. Is it not true thai 
Vasquez acquaints us, that the rich an 
never obliged to affift the poor in their com- 
mon neceflitics, either in juftice or charity 
out of their fuperfluities or neceflaries ? Hai 
not the author of the Letters proved it, b] 
this exprefs paflkge of Vasqjjez himfelf 
♦* CoROUBA teaches that if any man poflef 
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fes more than is fufficient for himfelf, he 
" is obliged to give to fach as lye under any 
" common diflrefs^ a fmall (hare at leaft, if 
" it was but only, as it were in fome mcafurc 
" to comply with . the precept," (pray take 
notice, the queftion here is, not if he is obliged 
cither in juftice or charity,. but if he is oblig- 
ed at all.) Now let us fee what reply your 
champion Vasqjjez makes 5 " But I do not 
" like it, fed hoc non placet^ for we have 
** proved the contrary againft Cajetan and 
" Navarre/' 

To this, good Sir, you make no anfwer 
at all, but leave your friends the Jefuits con- 
vided of an error fo repugnant to the Gofpel. 

As to the fécond decifionof Vasqjjez, 
I which is, that the rich are not obliged, out 
of what is necefEiry to their own flation, to 
affift the poor, but in cafes which fcldom or 
never happen, the author of the Letters has 
clearly proved it by enumerating the feveral 
conditions, which this Jefuit infifts upon to 
make it a duty, namely, " To be certain 
" that the poor objeâ in his urgent necefU- 
/* ty, will be relieved by no one but our^ 
" felves 5 and, that this neceflity threatens 
" him either with lofs oHife or reputatioji/* 
He then demands if fuch miferable cafes v/ere 
F 4 very 
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very common at Paris ? And in fliort preÔêd 
the Jcfuits home in the following man- 
ner, viz, Whilft VASQUE55 permits the 
poor to rob the rich, in the fame circum- 
ftances. that he obliges the rich to help the 
poor, he muft either think thofe cafes to be 
very uncommon, or that it was common e-- 
nough to allow of ftealing. What anfwer 
have you^made to that, Sir? You took no no- 
tice of all thefe proofs, but contented your* 
felf with bringing three paflagcs out of Vas- 
QUEz, who fays in the two firft, ^* that the 
** rich are obliged to help the poor in urgent 
** neceffities," This is exprcfly granted by 
the author of the Letters. But then, you 
take care not to mention his reftridions, 
which confine charity to neccffities fo very 
prefling, that they fcldom or never oblige 
a man to it, though that alone was the point 
in debate. 

The third paflfage fays no more than this, 
viz. That the rich are not obliged to beftow 
their charity in extreme neccffities only, fuch 
as when a man is juft expiring, becaufe fuch 
neccffities are too rare: from whence you con- 
clude, that it vs falfe to lay thofe occafions are 
very rare, in vvhich Va s que 2 obliges alms 
XQ be given. But whjit a joke is that. Sir, 

for 
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for no other conclufion can be drawn, but 
that Vasquez docs not fay in juft fo many 
words, " That the opportunities of doing 
*' charity are very^rare," but he makes thofe 
opportunities very rare indeed, by the condi« 
tiens he puts upon them. But in this he has 
done no more than follow the example of his 
fociety. 

That Jefuit's bufinefs was to manage two 
things at once : firft to fiitisfy the rich, who 
are not over fond of giving frequent charities; 
and next the Church, which enjoins them 
(Hit of their fuperfluity to do it very often. 
He was defirous therefore, after the exam- 
ple of the fociety, to fatisfy every body j in 
which he has fucceeded very well : for he 
requires of one fide, conditions which hap- 
pen fo feldoto, that the moft covetous man 
ought to be pleafed with them, and on the 
other, takes away the word rare to plcafc 
in appearance the Church. I do not want to 
know whether Vasquez calls the opportu- 
nities whk:h oblige us to alms-giving, rare 
or no. Nobody ever accufed him, that I 
know of, of calling them RARte. No, no^ 
he was too artful a Jefuit to call bad things . 
by their names ; but the queftion is to know, 
if be bas not made them rare^ and efFeélu- 
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ally fo too, by the reflraints he has laid upon 
them ? And this has been fo clearly proved 
by the author of the Letters, that you have no 
other anfwer to make but this general one, 
which never fails you, viz, silence and 

DISSIMULATION. . 

As to what you fay afterwards, in praife 
of Vasqjjez's fubtil genius, in giving (o 
many different fenfes to the words neces- 
saries, and SUPERFLUITIES, it is a mere 
dream. He never took them but in two 
fenfes, as all other divines have done. 

There are, according to him, things *'ne- 
^' c £ s s AR Y to your nature, and n e c e s- 
•• s ARY to your ftation, superfluous to 
** your nature, and superfluous to your 
V STATION." But to render a thing fuper- 
fluous to one's dation, he tells you, it muft not 
only be fuperfluous to the prefent, but like- 
wife to any other future circumftances, that 
the rich may procure for themielves or their 
relations by legal means. So that accord^ 
ing to Vasqjjez, all that a man hoards up, 
in order to exalt his condition, muft be called 
barely necessary to his ftation, super- 
fluous only to nature : nor is he obliged 
to give alnis out of it, but upon certain oc- 
cafions, which the author of the Letters hsfi 
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proved to be fo rare, that they can feldom 
•or never happen. 

As to the comparifon between Vasqjtez 
and Cajetan, I need fay no more of it, 
than has been faid by the author of the Let- 
ters. I will only remark by the by, that 
you do the fame injuftice to the Cardinal that 
you did toVASQ^uEz, when you aflcrt, 
" That contradiaing what he had fkid in 
^' his book on alms-giving^ he tells us in hk 
" Tréatiic of Indulgences, that, not to give 
'' what is fuperfluous is no more than a ve- 
" niai fin." Read him yourfelf, I fay your- 
felf,/good Sir, and do not put fo much con- 
fidence in any Jefuit dead or alive. You will 
find that the Cardinal, in that very place, ex- 
prefly teaches juft the contrary: for after fay- 
ing that nothing but^extrcmc neceffities, (un- 
der which he comprifes the greateft part of 
what V A s QU E z terms urgent) can make it a 
mortal fin, he adds,^* except you (faould 
" have fomething fuperfluous : Seclufd fu^ 
" p^Jluitate bonorîM.*' 

I now proceed, as you do too, to the doc- 
trine of fimony. The author of the Letters 
intended only to make it appear, that the 
fociiety of Jefuits maintain the following max- 
im. /. e. •* That it i$ no fijnony in confcicnce 

'' tQ 
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** to give fpintuals for temporals, provided 
" the temporal be nothing more than the 
'' motive, though the principal one, and not 
** the price :" And to prove it, he has tran- 
icribed at length, in his twelfth letter, the 
paflage from Val en ti a, which fpeaks the 
thing fo plainly, that you do not know what 
anfwer to make to it ; no more than you do 
to Escobar, Erade Bill, and the reft 
of them, who all teach the fame thing. 
Shewing thefe authors to be of this opinion, 
is fufficient proof that, according to the whole 
ibciety who hold the doétrine of probability, 
this maxim muft be fafe in confcience, fince 
fo many grave authors have maintained 
it, and fo many grave provincials approved 
x>f it. 

As long therefore as you leave this opi- 
nion (which is the fame with all the other 
Jefuits) to ftand in full force, as evidently 
you do, it is to little purpofe that you ftick by 
Ta nnerus. alone.; even confefsyou can ne- 
ver hope to fubvert the defign of him you 
-attack, or juftify the errors of the fodety you 
defend. 

But to omit nothing. Sir, that may give 
you full fatisfaâion on this head, I will main- 
tain to your face, that even your favourite 

Tannkrus 
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Tankerus is agamfl: you. Firfl of all, yon 
cannot deny that he fays m general, " There 
** is no fimony in confcience {in foro con-' 
** sc JE NT jmJ to give fpirituals for temporals, 
^' when the temporal is nothing mofe than 
** the motive, (though the prbcipal one) and 
** not the price." And when he fays, it is 
no fimony in confcience, he means it is none, 
by either any divine or pofitive law. For 
what is fimony by pofitive law is fimony in 
confcience. This is the general rule, to which 
Taknerus brings one exception, viz. " In 
" cafes that are exprefly mentioned in law», it 
'^ is a fimony by pofitive ilaw, or a prefump» 
*' tive fimony.'* Now, as one exception can- 
not be fo extenfive as the rule, it mufi; ne<^ 
ceflarily follow that this general maxim, *^ It 
" is no fimpny in confcience to give fpiritu- 
" als for temporals, when the temporal is 
" only the motive, and not the price," muft 
hold good in fome fort of fpiritual things : and 
confequcntly, that there is fome fort of fjM- 
rituals, which may be given. by pofitive law 
for temporals without fimony, by changing 
the word *' price, into the word motive.'* 
The author of the Letters has fpecified 
what fort of benefices he means, and has pitch- 
ed upon livings, to which alone he applied the 

doctrine 
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doârine of Valentia and Tannerus.' 
But he gîres you free liberty to fubftitute any 
other fort, and to fay, that though livings 
cannot be given for money, yet ccclefiaftical 
preferments, and the Sacraments may. He 
thinks all thefe things equally impious, and 
leaver you to take your choice. Which you 
feem to have done, by infinuating that it is 
no fimony to fay mafs when the principal 
motive you have to do it, is but merely for 
money. 

This naturally follows, from what you in- 
form us of the ufage of the Church at Paris. 
For if you had thought proper to fay no more 
than, that the faithful may offer temporal 
things, to thofe from whom they receive 
fpiritual things ; and that thofe who ferve at 
the altar fhould live by the altar, you would 
have faid fomething indeed, which no one 
difputes, but nothing at all to the queftion. 

The point in queftion is this : can a prieflr, 
whofe principal motive in offering the holy 
iacrifice, is to take money, can he do it with- 
out being guilty of fimony in the eye of God? 
You may excufe him indeed by the dodrine 
of Tanner us, but can you do it by the 
principles of Chriftian piety ? Peter le 
Chantre, one of the greateft ornaments, 

• of 
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of the Church of Paris fays, " If fimony îs^ 
*^ fo ihamefui and fo damnable in things ap- 
*' pertaining only to the Sacraments, what 
" muft it be ih the Sacraments themfclves ? 
" efpecially in the Holy Eucharift, where 
** the body of Jesus Christ, the origin and 
*' fountain of all grace, is entirely received?'' 
The good man goes on further, and fays, 
" Simon Magus, when St. Peter had 
" rejected him, might have faid, thou rc- 
** buffeft me, but I will triumph oyer thee, 
" and the whole body of the Church j I will 
** fix the throne of my empire on the very 
*^ altars ; and while the Angels are prefent 
" at one comer of the altar to adore the bo- 
" dy of Jesus Christ, I will beprefent 
^^ at the other, and caufe the miniiler of the 
** altar, or my own rather, to form the bo- 
•* dyof Christ for money/' 

And yet, this fimony, which this holy 
man condemns To feverely, confifts in nothing 
but cupidity, which in the adminiftration 
of fpiritual things, has no other view but 
the temporal gain arifing from it. Which 
makes him fay in general, c 25. " That 
" when the facred offices (which, he calls 
*^ the work of the right hand) are perform- 
** ed for the lucre of money, they beget fi- 

'' mony : 
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** mony : Opus dext^ra eperattm caufâ ptcu-* 
** «/<e acquirenda parit Jimoniamy What 
would he then have faid, if he had heard of 
this horrible maxim fupported by your cafu- 
ifts, and which you d^end, " That a prieft 
*^ may renounce all the fpiritual advantage 
^ arifing from the iSacrament, for a little 
•* money ?" 

You fee, Sir, from hence, that if you 
have nothing more to fay in defence of Tan- 
KERUs, than this, you only make himguil*- 
ty of a ftill greater impiety. But you will 
never prove from him, that it is ûmony by 
any pofitive law to beftow a living for xno^ 
ney gîven by way of motive. For yon 
muft take notice. Sir, if youpleafe, by the 
by, that he does not fimply affirm it to be 
fimcMiy to give fpirituals for temporals by 
way of motive, .and not by way of price ; 
but he joins an alternative to it by £iyiog that 
it is ** either a fimony by pofitive law, or a 
** prefumptive fimony." Now a prefoxpptive 
fimony is no fimony in the eyes of God, or 
blame- worthy in the court of confcience. And 
therefore to fay, as Tanner us does, that it 
is either a fimony by pofitive law, or a pre- 
fumptive fimony, is, in efFeâ:, no naore than 
to fay, it either is, or is not a fimoay. 

You 
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Ypu fee now what Tannerus's cxccjh 
tioo. comes to : and the author of the Let- 
ters had no occaûon to mention it in his fixth^* 
becaufe without quoting any of Tannerus's 
own words, he only fays that TANNERusia 
of Valentia's opinion: bat he.has exprefly 
taken notice of it in his twdfth Letter, p. 5J 
1. 36. and anfweredit too, though you falfe« 
ly accufe him for not having done it. 

It was to avoid the confufion of all thefe 
diilinétions, that the author of the Letters 
afked the Jefuits, ." Whether, according to 
** their authors, it was fimony in confcience 
" to give a living of two hundred pound per 
^^ ann. and take five hundred pound not as a 
" PRICE butas a motive ?"And he prefix 
cd the Jefuits to give him a categorical an- 
fwer without fo much as mentioning pofitive 
law; that is, without .making ufe of fuch 
terms as the world knows nothing at all of 5 
but not difregarding the law, as you. Sir, 
contrary to all rules of grammar, affirm he 
has done. But however, out of your mere 
goodncfs you have been pleafed to give us 
this fatisfaâory anfwer : *' That taking away 
" the POSITIVE LAW, there would be no 
** fimony ; as there would be no fin not ta 
, " hear mafs of on holy-day, if the Church 
Vol. 1L G *' had 
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^* had not rommanded it," That is toiay, 
k is a iimony becaufe the Church has made 
i^ one» which without her poiitive injunâîons 
would have been indifferent. Upon which^ 
I muft tell you firft, yours is no anfwer to the 
^eftion. The author of the Letters wanted 
to Imow if it was fimony^ ^^ according to 
•^ the jefuitical authors he had quoted. ?'' 
and you tell us, of your own head, that it 
k only a fimony of pofitive law. We do not 
want to know, good Sir, what your opinion 
is, fear it is of no authority. Do you pretend 
to be a GRAVE doctor ? for my part I do 
not think your title quite clear. The quef- 
tion is, what Valent I A, Tanner us, 
Sanchez, Escobar, and Erade Bille, 
think, who are indifputably grave. You 
muft anfwer according to their fentiments. 
The author of the Letters afErms, that; ac- 
cording to what thefe Jefuits fay, there can 
be no fimony of confcience in the cafes above^ 
As for Valentia, Sanchez, Escobar^ 
and the reft of them, you give them up, You^; 
build a little indeed upon Tanner us, but 
without any foundation, fo that after all, it^ 
remains evident that the fodety teacheth,J 
that fplrituals may be given for temporals^ 
without iimony in confcience, provided the J 
1 temporal i 
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temporal be nothing more than the' principal 
mofîvc, and not the price. Which was all 
was denianded. 

In the fécond place I muft tell you, and 
Diaintain it too, that your anfwer contains an 
îiorrîble impiety. What, Sir, have you the 
front tb affirm, that were it not for the 
laws of the Church, there would' be no fi- 
mony to purchafe ccclefiaftical prefcrnlcnts hf 
fuch a vile fetch of the intention ? Add that 
before the canons were made againft fimony,. 
it was lawful ta- buy them, if the money was 
not reckoned as the price ? And dare thus tax 
St. Peter with temerity, for condemning 
Simon Magus in fuch a ftrong authoritative 
manner, fince it does not appear that the ma- 
gician offered his money more by way of a 
price, than of a motive ? 

To what fcboôl will you fend us to learn 
this dodrine ? Not to that of Jesits Christ, 
for he always commanded his difciplès, " as 
" they had received freely, to give freely;** 
whereby he excludes, as Peter le Chan- 
tre remarks, in Verb. abbr. c, 36. ** all 
** cStpeâàtîoA of prefents or ferviceS, whe-^ 
•* tbcr * by compad: or otherwife ; becaufè 
'• Gotf fceth the heart." Neither can ydù 
JÉûd us to the fchôol of the Church, for flie 
G z treats 
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treats all thbfe that employ 'money to obtain 
any of her funâions, not only al criminals 
but HERETICS, and calls this traffic, pallia 
ate it how you will, not only a ?iolatioû of 
one of her pofitive laws, but an he res y , 
y Simoniacam harefim*' 
" The fchool then, where thefe maxims are 
learned, that it is but a fimony of pofitive 
law, or, but a prefumptive one, or none at 
all, to give money for a living, as the motive 
and not the price, can be no other than the 
fchool of Gehazi and Simon Ma&us : 
in which fchool alone, thefè two firft jd>bers 
in holy things muft be deemed innocent, who 
are execrable all the world over befides : and 
where cupidity, left to it's town defire^ and 
powerful biafs, is taught to elude the laws 
of God by changing of a term, which can- 
not change the nature of the thing. 

• But let the difciples of this fchool atten^ 
to what that great Pope Innocent the thiri 
writes in a letter to the ArchbHhop of Car 
tcrbury, in the year 1 199, where he rc^s 
thunder againfl the damnable fabtilties 
fuch, ** who, being blinded by the defire 
" gain, pretend to palliate fimony under \ 
" fpecious name: Simmiam fub bmefta m 
** mine palliant. As if changing the nani 

^' coulj 
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^^ œuld change the nature of the crime, or 
<• the.punifhhient that is due to it/' But, fays 
he farther, " God is not to be mocked, and 
^^ ihould thefe followers of Simon Magus^ 
^ avoid in this life the chaftiicment they de- 
" ferve, they will not be aUe in the other to 
^' efirape that eternal puni(bment which God 
<^ has reibrved in ilore for fi^ph offenders, 
*^ £Qce the fpecioufnefs of the name will 
^' never palliate the malignity of the fin, nor 
*' will difguifing a name render the thing in* 
*' nocent: Nee vox poterit abolere rectum** 

Your kft point. Sir, is upon bankruptcy. 
And here again I muft admire your affurance. 
The Jefufts, whofc advocate you are, had 
very improperly thrown the queftion of Es- 
cobar upon Lessiu^. For the author of 
the Letters quoted Less i us only from Es- 
cobar's authority, and charged Escobar 
alone with the doftrine which the Jefuits 
make fo much noife about, viz. That bank- 
rupts may itxun effeds enough to live in a 
genteel way, ** though thefe effedts were 
'' gotten by injuilice, and crimes notorious 
" to all the world." 

It is HIcewife on Escobar's accGa»nt only 

that he preffes the Jefuits either publicly to 

difown this maxim, or publicly avow it ; if 

G 3 the 
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the latter, he appeal&tothe parliaoieDt Prajr 
,\yhatanfwer have you to that? Why, yoa 
.tell pie that Lessius is not of the fame o- 
pinion with Escobar. I have nothing to 
do vnth Lessi vs or jbis opinion ; Qiy bi^n^ 
is wlt^ Escobar's opinion and his only. 

What ! do you think to anfwer queftions 
by only chai^gpg thena ? Ptay, Sir, do not 
pretend to put me off fo. You Q»{\ anfwer 
me about Escobar» before I come to Les* 
^i us^ Not that Irefufc to do it : for I give 
you my word and honour to explain Lsssf • 
vs's doârine upon bankruptcy to -a titde, 
which I am pretty well aiTured will ihock the 
Parliament as much is it has. done the Sor- 
bonne. And this prqpaife, if it pleafe God, 
I will certainly fulfil : but firfl yovi fhall an- 
fwer the point in debate relatbg to Escobar. 
Before you proceed to any &e(h quefllon^ I 
will have a fatisfaélory prcdfc anfwer to this. 
Escobar is firft upon roll, and iballhave 
the precedence in jfpite of all yoqr evafioiis. 
And then I give you my word to anfwer 
I«f;ssius very foon afterwards. 



L E T-j 
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LETTER XIII. 



TO THE 



Rev. the J .E S U I T S. 



Paris, Sept, 30. 1656» 

Rev. Fathers, 

Ilbve latdj feen your laft performance, in 
whidi you go on with your impoftures 
as far as the twentieth, declaring you there 
put the finifhing hand to that fort of accu- 
ûticHi which your firû part confifted of^ and 
fo come to the fecoi^, in which you will 
make ufe of a new method for your defence, 
by fliewing that there are numbers of other 
cafuiûs befides thofe of your fociety, who 
are as diflblute in their morals, and as relax- 
G4 ed 
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cdLin point :ofdifci|dirie as yoU sae« fijirtfais^ 
Icaa now difoqyerj «Fathers, how^ iriany ira- 
pofhifos lam to give myanfwers tO; and finœ; 
the fouith^ at whkii we iloppod» is upon tbs 
fubjco of homicide, it will be very proper liiat 
at the fame time I anfwer that, I £hoat4^al- 
fb anfwer the eleventh, thirteenth, fourteenth, 
fifteenth, fixteenth, feveateenth, and eigh^ 
teentb, which are all upon the fame £abje<^ 
too*. I (hall then, in this letter, juftifythe 
firiâ: regard I have had to truth in my quo- 
tations, which you have mifrcprefented,. and 
imputed to me as fa many falfhoods. Bat be- 
caufe you have had the amazing aiTurance in 
what you publiflhcd to affert, " That the 
*^* fentimcnts of your authors upon murder 
^* are conformable to the decifions of the 
** Popes and ecclefiaftical laws,'* you lay me 
under the neceflity of refuting, in my follow* 
ing letter, a propofition fo very rafh in itfelf, 
'and fo unjuftifiably injurious to the Church. 
It is a matter of great confequence to make 
it appear that (he is untainted by, and free 
from your corruptions, for othcrwife the He- 
retics may make their own ufe of yoor :abaiiH 
doned errors, and draw confcquenoes from 
them to her high diflionour. For this reafon, 
in order to difcover what ought to be s^oid* 

ed. 
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efdy^arfllwliaft: tcr be fdbWed> we moil-, en 
tfaconscfidoy tike av^w of your pcrnicioiid 
sxasœm^i^&à, <m the other» of tliex:anoi^ 
(tf-theChurdi which hate at all titoes caa^ 
dcfimfîd tfaein« 

l^ur fourth impofhire is employed about 
a tnaxim relating to murder, whidi you pre^ 
t^dlhav^ falfely afcribed to Legs i its. le 
is tUs^ '^ He who has received a bor ou the 
^ car may purfuc his enemy upCMi the Ipoe, 
^^ and area llrike him with the fword» not 
*^ out of revenge, but as a reparation of hiB 
" honour.*' Now you fay that dris is the 
cafuiâ: Victorïa's opinion. But this isnot 
-die fiibjca in difpute. ' For there is no inœn^ 
fiftency in fayipg, that it is the fame opinSoft 
both of Victoria and of Le SSI us, finceLçs- 
srus hunfelf fays, it -'is the fame with that 
of Navarre's, and your own father Hen^ 
RiQj/Ez's who affirm, ** That he who has 
*^ received a box on the ear may purfuehis 
"> man upon the fpot, and give him as ma- 
-' ny ftrokej as he fhould judge neceflary> for 
" ihe«par«tion of his honour.". Thçquet* 
tk)Q then is only to knoW if Less i us joins 
in the &me fcntiments with thefe authors/ as 
w«ll- as his ccmirade Victoria does : and 
for this rcafon jou add, ** That Lbssiu« 
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<< only mentions this opinion that he nuy it<-i 
<^ ittte ity but that I afcribea fentiment to 
^^ him which he only alkdges on purpofe to 
^* oppoib it» fo that I have committed the 
** moft (hameful, and bafeft aâbn a writer 
** can poffibly be guihy of.** Now I will 
maintain it». Fathers, that he only mentiotis it 
with a defign to follow and approve of it. 

This is a queâion of faâ which it will be 
jmy eafy to decide. Now let us fee how 
jwL prove what you aflert» and you {hall af- 
i:elward8 fee how I prove what I afibt. Yoa 
iay» to fliew that Le ss lus is not of that ofâ- 
mon» that he condemns the praâice of it» and 
to prove this» ybu cite a paflkge out of him» 
1. 2.C. 9. n. 82. where he has theCe words» 
^* I condemn the practice of it." I agree 
thajt if thofe words are looked for in Lessius 
«t number 82, the place you cite diem from) 
they will there be found. But what muft 
we £iy»' Fathers» whoi we find at the &me 
time that he diicu&s aqueftion in that very 
place quite ^ifierent from that we are talking 
of» and the opinion» the practice of which 
he condemns in that place, is in ik> refpeâ 
ihefame with that we are now upon» but as 
remote from it as can poffibly be imagined ? 
However to clear up this point» let us turn 

to 
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ifige h which yo));r«fpf to ^ £>r there we ih^ 
find ^1 the th«e$ud ^ jthe difcourfp to this pur- 
pofe, 3Efe pots ithc qveftipB, *' Whether wc 
:" nq»y n«ir(ipr ifpr iuying received a box on 
^' the «ar^" at n. 79^ and he condudes it 
ifttji^W^her 80. with<|(]it xx^tioniog all this 
wlûlepaBfjçllahle of .condemnation. Having 
ijnUhed this queftictti he begins a new one» 
.«nick 8 1.. ;^^ Whether one may murder for 
^' QpprdbrJone {lander >*! And it is upon thit 
qneftion that he mentions^ at n. 82. the veqr 
words you have quoted froni hjm> viz. ^* I 
*' CQitdeoMi the ^pradioe of it/* 

Oq^t you npt dien to biu(h, Fathers, at £> 
OamicM ^ behaviour, in daring to introduce 
thoiie very yirords, in h^s <^m2Lksag maokind 
believe, ^at Lsasi uscondemqs the opinion of 
kilUngany one for a box on the ear ? Ou^t 
you not to be in confufion^ as you have 
brought no other iingle fort of proof than 
that jufl motioned, , to triumph as you do in 
the fpUowiog vrords ? ^^ Many diftinguiihçd 
^^ per&os pf undoubted charaâer at Paris, 
*^ have already difcovetcd this flagrant faiiity 
'' by their Feading Lç ss lus, and from henpe 
*^ are taught what fort pf credit ought to be 
" given tp this flanderer/' 

How, 
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How, Fathti^, is St thus you abufe the œ^^ 
fidcncc placed in you, by perfixis of fuch dif* 
tînaîon ? To let Acm be convincôd that- Les» 
s I us does not fupport fuch a particular o{û^ 
nioti, you open the book for them in a part 
of it whene he condetnns an opinion of ano^ 
ther nature ; and as thefe peribns do not in 
the ieaft fufpefl: your veracity, or, have it in 
their thoughts to examine whether that place 
has any relation to the queflion in debate, yoa 
make ufe of the opportunity to abufe their 
credulity. I am perfuaded, Fathers, that to 

'ward off (o fcandalous an untruth, yoa have 
recourfe to your doârine of equivocals, and 
that as you read this paiFage out aloctd, 
you fay SOFTLY this opinion belongs to ano- 
ther fubjeâ. But J do not know if this rea- 
fon, though it may be a fufficient one for 
làtîsfying your confcîencès, will be a fuffid- 

' ent one for fatisfying the juft complaints thefe 
perfbns of dîftinâion have againft you, when 
they come to find you have been playing your 

' tricks, and grofly impofing upon them. 

M^ke ufe of your utmoft endeavours, Fa- 
thers, to prevent their feeing my letters, be- 
caufe it is the only way you have left to 

' maintain your credit with them a little wh3e 
longer, I make a quite different ufe of your 

letters. 
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letters. ' I ififpeffe <!hein ;anK)ngâ: all my 
friends, and ffeoukl be delighted to fee them^ 
ia thc; haôds of every body. - 1 believe we 
have on both fides fufficieot reafons for what 
we do : f or itt fhort, though you have pub-, 
liflied tUb fourth impofture in fo fplendid and 
pompous a manner, you will be fadlydif- 
graced ihould it be found out that you have^ 
lifted in one pailage for another* A^nkiod 
mufteafilyjudge^ that could you have met 
with whatyou wanted in the very place where 
Less JUS particularly treated on that fubjeâ,. 
you would not have hunted after it any where 
die ; and that you only fleered your courfe 
another way, becaufe you faw nothing foe 
your, purpofe in the road you was in. . Yoji 
was refolved that >Le ss lus fhould authprife 
what you affert in your Impofture, p. lo, 1. 
12. •* That he does not allow this opinion 
** to be probable in fpeculation :" whereas 
Lessius expreily fays in his conclufion, n. 
8o. *^ This opinion, that one may murder 
** for a box on the ear, is probable in fpecu- 
** btian/' Is not this word for word a plain 
contradiâion to your aflertion ? Who can fuf- 
ficieatly admire with what a modeil afiurance 
you fet forth the quite contrary to a truth of 
^â, and that too in the very fame terms .that 

make 
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make againft you ? So that as you concluded 
by your fuppofitidous paflage, that LEssiug 
was not of that opinion. Less i us cm the 
contrary concludes extremely well, by his* 
own authentic paflage, that he ife of that opi- 
nion. You was folicitous' too, that Eessius 
might be brought in to fay, * *' That he con- 
•* demns the praâîcc of it,'* and yet, as I 
have already (hewn, there is not one fingle 
fyllable of condemnation in that very place ; 
but this is what he fays: •^ I think one ought 
«* not EASILY to permit the praôicè of it. 
•* In praxi non videtut factls> PERMir- 
** rENDA.*\ Is that the proper language of 
a man who condemns a maxim? Would 
you fay, ' Fathers, that one ought not îfÀsi- 
LY TO PERMIT the prafticc of adukely or 
inccft ? Ought one not rather on the contfary 
to conclude, that the praélice, though rare- 
ly, may fometimes even be permitted, fince 
Le SSI us fays no more than that ihe'pràétîce 
ought not to be easily permitted; and as 
if he was defirous to teach every body when 
it ought to be perniitted; and fb to remove 
all fcrùplcs from exceptions people, that might 
unfeafonably give them great uneafineft, aS 
they ttiight not know upon what oc&ifîdrts 
they were permitted to murder according to 

the 
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^e rules of praâice, he has taVcn care to 
pomt out to. them what they ought to avoid 
in praâifiug this do<^ne according to con* 
fcience : pray hear him^ Fathers^ '/ methinks 
" (fays he) one ought not easily to per-* 
'^ mit it, BjscAusE of the danger there i$ 
" that one may be aâ^ted by the {pint 
of hatred, or revenge, or be too much 
transported,, or left it ihould occafion too . 
many murders/* So that it is very evident, 
according to Less i us, that murder is entire- 
ly permitted, and in praâice,* if one avoids 
the abovementioned inconvcniencies,that is to 
fay, if one can do it without being excited to 
it by hatred or revenge, and fo circumftanc- 
ed that it does not draw ou too many murders» 
Shall I give you an example to this purpoic. 
Fathers ? I will give you one of a very acW: 
date. It is that of the box on the ear at 
Complete* For you muft own that, he who 
received it has given fuffictent proof by his be* 
haviour upon it, how great a n^after he was of 
the emotions proceeding from hatred and re<* 
venge« He then had nothing to fear except 
the coaking himfelfthe inftrument for com* 
mittingtoo many murders: and you know» 
Fatfaors, it is fo very rare a pafe for Jefuits to 
give boxes on the ear to officers of the King's 

houfhold. 
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houihold, that there was na reaibn to fear a 
murder on that account would of confequence 
be the occafion of a great many more mur- 
ders : fo that 3rou cannot deny but that the 
Jefuit might have been difpatched with a 
Ikfe confcience, and, that the perfon zfftontcd 
might in this cafe have put in praâice the doc- 
trine of Lessius : and perhaps. Fathers, he 
would have praâifed it too had he been well 
tutored in your fchool, and had he been taught 
by Escobar, ** That a perfon receiving a 
** box on the ear is reputed to have forfeited 
*^ his honour until he has murdered the per- 
•* fon who gave it him." But you have fuf- 
ficient reafon to believe, that bis having re- 
ceived quite contrary inftmâîons to 3rours 
from a curate, no very great favourite with 
you, did not a little contribute on this occa- 
iion to the living of a Jefuit's life. So that 
let us hear no more of what inconveniencies 
may be avoided in fo many rencounters, with- 
out which obftacles murder is fully licenfed 
by Lessius to be put in praôice. This is 
what your authors cited by Escobar have 
plainly acknowledged as he himfelf fhevvs in 
his treatife called the ** Pnidtice of Hc»iii- 
** cide, according to the rules of your ib- 
** ciety. Is it allowed (fays he) to murder 
• ' ^ . ** the 
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*^ Ltti$ivs %B kr is aUMircdiof In fpecula^ 
'' ttor>i tnil that oneHSugkt not to advifeie 
^^ inj^raâice^ Mm eùnjukndmn in praxi^ 
^- dn account of the^dâng^ reâileifig iront 
"^ hatml, or from (nérders prcjudipial t(i 
*' the State^ which kinight occafibn.< Bur 

" T«E other; AUTHORS HAYE ]>£CiD«* 
" EDjTHAl* IP TUBSfi INCONVl^NlBNCBi 
" <î AN B« AVOID EB IT 1$ ALLOWBH 
'^ OF, AND SAFE IN PRACTICB: bt pfoxi 

^ pr4babilemet tuUmjudicaruntHENRisipË&y 
*' &c^*' S^ how opiniMsl>y little and little 
advance themfeWes, , tfU they arrive to , the 
h^hcft pinnacle of piK)balûlity.; for even to 
k great a he%ht have 3rou carried theopinioft 
Ibavo Juft mendoned,byallowiiEig it, in ihort^ 
without any kind-ofdiflinâion either in fpe«* 
€alation^ or in pradice^ iri theiè following 
terms* ** On receiving a box on the car it is 
" allowed to ^ye a ftroke of a fword, not 
^^ by way of revenge, but for the preferva*. 
*' tion of one'« honour," Your Fathc» 
taught the lame doârine at Caen> in 1644^ 
hi their public writings "which the univcrfl^ 
ty laid before the Parliament in their Jthird 
requeil againil the doArine of iEiomicide^ 

Vot. II. H Obferve 
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Obfcrve th(re£xe, Fathfirs» that your very 
authors themiclves deftroy xh^ idle dt{}:irK:- 
tioa of ipecttlatioQ ^nd pr»i^ice^. which the 
Ùniverfity treated as only^ a fubjcâ. for ridi* 
cule, the invention of which h afecrf^f in 
your politics» th^t is praife worthy to difco- 
ver : for befides the neceflity for bringing it 
to light in order todifplay your i j, 16, 17, 
and 1 8 Impoftures, it is always highly proper 
to difcover by degrees the principles of your 
myftcrious policy. 

Whenever you have undertaken to decide 
trafes of confcience in a favourable» confcehd-- 
ing» agreeable manner» you have found fome 
of them th^t afFeâcd religion oqly, as the 
queAions concerning contrition» penitence^ 
the love pf -God» and all thofe which affeû 
only the interior parts of confclences» But 
you have.mct with other cafes where the 
State is interefted as well as Rel^ipn^ as thofe 
about ufury» bankruptcy, . homicide, and o- 
thers of the fame kind. And it is a thin^ 
affliûiyelyfcnfible.to thofe who have a finçere 
affedion for the Church, to fee on an infinite 
number of occafions» where you have had 
Rel^ion only to conteft with» ; it not bçiog 
here that God fo vifibly . exci:ts his jufticc» 
how you have fubverted the laws without 
^ ; / either 
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chhcï* fèaf,;Wef^feV V a^ ît is 

plainly tô be féénïh y oâr'tônfideht and fool- 
hardy opinions prbnduifcéd a^aînft penitence 
and the fove* of God. ''' ' 

Biii in thofc opinions V^here Religion and 
the State are concerned yoii have divided your 
dédiions, and formed two quèftions on thefe 
fortsof fubjeds: you call one the queftioti of 
SPECULATION, in which as you take into 
confideration the crimes by themfelvcs, not 
as they regard the intereft of the State, but on^ 
ly as they regard the law of God, which for* 
bids them ; fo without any hefitation you havç 
allowed of them, though they entirely fub^ 
vert the law of God, which condemns themt 
you call the other the queftion of practicB| 
in treating of which as you confider the dc*^. 
triment the State might receive, together 
with the prefence of the magiftrates too, 
who watchfully maintain the public fafety i 
fo you do not always approve of thofe raur* 
ders and thofe crimes in praâice, which 
however, you can allow of in fpeculatlon j 
the reafon of which is, that you may fkrecn 
yourfelves from the authority of the judges. 
Thus for example, upon the queftion whether 
it is permitted to murder for opprobrious flaiv* 
dering language, your authors, FiLivTivi 
H z ia 
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in tr. 29* cap. 3. numb. 52. Reginaldus, 
1. 2 1 . cap. 5* numb. 62» and the reft of them 
all anfwert ^* It is allowable in fpeculation : 
** Ex probabili opinione licet. But I do not 
^* allow of it in praâice on account of the 
*^ great number of murders it would occafion^ 
^* an4 which would injure the State, if one 
^* was to murder all the back-biters ; and 
" beiides juftice would punifh thofe who 
" murdered on this account/' By this way 
of going on, your opinions begin to fhew 
thçinfelv^ under fuch a fort of diftinâion as 
^ords you an expedient to deftroy Religion 
alone, without hitherto giving any fenlible 
lyound to the State. By this means you flat* 
ttjr yourfelves that you are in perfeft fecu- 
rity. For you imagine that the credit you 
tave with the Church will prevent her pu- 
nifhing your violent attacks upon tmth, and 
that the precautions, you make ufe of, not tQ 
fufFer dbofe permiflions to be too easily put 
in pradtlce, will fkreen you on the fide of 
the magiftrates, who not being judges in cafes 
of confcience have not properly asiy bufincfs 
but with exterior praâice only. So that an 
opinion, which would be condemned under 
the name of pradice, makes it's appearance 
with all fecurity under the name of fpecuk^ 

"tion. 
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tbn. But after having folidly fixed this hz^ 
fis you can eafily fuperftniét the remainder 
of your maxims. The diflance was infinite 
between the prohibition God ordained againft 
murder and the fpeculative permifiion your 
authors have thought proper to countenance 
It by. But the diftance between this permif- 
fion and the praâiceof it is hardly perceptible. 
There now remains nothing elfe but to fhew 
that what is permitted in fpeculation is fo too 
in praéticdl And here we fhall be at no lofs for 
rcafons enough. You have brought to light 
a great many in cafes x)f greater difficulty. 
Have you a mind to fee, Fathers, by what 
means this is to be got at ? Follow Es c o- 
bar's method of reafoning, he has clearly 
decided the queftion in the firfl of his fix 
tomes of his great Moral Divinity, which 
work I have already mentioned to you, where 
he fhcws himfelf enlightened in a quite dif- 
ferent manner from what he is in the collec- 
tion he made from your four and twenty el* 
dcrs : for though he was of opinion at that 
time that there might be probable opinions in 
fpeculation, which might not be fafe ones in 
praâfce, he has fince adhered \o the quite 
coritnarjr way of thinking, and has flrongly 
efbbiifhed it in his laft performance. So great 
H 3 an 
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an encrtafe haft the âoârine ôf prdbsbility m 
general received by the favour of time, as 
well as each probable opinion in particular. 
Liften to him then in his prolog, n. 15. " I 
•^ do not apprehend (fays he) how it is 
*^ pofiible that what is permitted in fpecula- 
•* tion (hould not be fo too in practice, fince 
** what can be accompliflied in pradicc dc- 
•* pends upon what is permitted in fpecu- 
** lation, and both thefc things but differ 
** only from one another as the efFedt dif-* 
** fers from the caufe. For it is fpecu- 
** lation that determines adion. From 

" WHENCE IT FOÏ-LOWS THAT ONE MAY 
*^ WITH A, SAFE CON SCIENCE .PUR SUE 
" IN PRACTICE THE PROBABLE OPINI- 

*• ONS IN SPECULATION: and even with 
*• greater fecurity too than one can thofe 
•* which have not been fo throughly examin- 
*^ ed by spéculation." 

Really, Fathers, this Escobar of yotirs 
reafons very well fometrmes^ and indeed 
there is fuch a connexion between ipccula-* , 
tion and praftice, that when the one has takeo j 
root you make no difficulty in letting the other 1 
grow up undifguifed. This has plainly ap* \ 
pearcd by the permiffion to murder hr a box! 
on the ear^ which has from only ample fpe««! 

culatioai 
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cûlatiôn. bdcn^btWlf «atrîeiifot^^ his>s^ 
s I u s into praéKcc; ^^ thrt one ought not 
" BAsiLY to gra»t," and' from thence by. 
Escobar i,^^ into easy pradtice :r* from 
which iitirktion your Pathets at Caen, as I 
have ahfeady ihcwn you, have brought it to 
become a full pcrmiffion without any dif- 
tinâioii at all between theory and pra6lice. 

Thus it happens that by fmall degrees- 
you inrtprove the growth of your opinions. 
If they appeared fo exceflively extravagant 
all at once they would create too much hor^ 
ror : but by this flow and infehfiWe progrefs 
they gently accuftom people to receive them, 
and remove all offence : and thus the permif- 
fioH to^mnrder, fo odious to both the Church 
and the State, firft introduces itfclf into the 
Cfatrrch, and from the Church afterwards in- 
to die State. 

The opinion about murder in the cafe df 
ilandieàiias met with equal fuccefs : for that 
has XDOW. obtained the fame permiffion wkh*- 
oat adiiiitting of any diiHndion. And herte 
I 'fliDuld^not have ftopped to quote the paf- 
£iges of your Fathers to you, had thefe quo* 
tationr not been neceffary in order to da(h the 
ïfliiranxMs yrou have betrayed - by twice affert- 
mg in yoiir fifteenth Impoflure, p. 26, and 
H 4 30. 
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30. ^ That there k not one fiogle Jefuit 
*^ who peimits murdcf for dander/- When 
yea afîcrt any thing like this, you (hould be 
cautious,: Fitthers^ by preventing me from 
feeing it, becaqfe it is fo eafy for me to anfwer 
it. ¥ot not only your Fath^, Reoin Al- 
dus^ FiLiuTius, &;c. have permitted it in 
fpecuktion, as I have already told yoa^ not 
only from thence ;£$ op's ar's p'indple leads 
1)8 in all fafety to the practice, but I fball go 
£irther, and afliire you that you fafive many 
authors who have permitted it in fo many ex- 
prefs terms^ and amongft others father H£« 
KB AU in his public leâures^ in cofifeqaence 
of which .the King ordered him into cons- 
ternent in youï boufe - for having taught^ 
amongft many other errors, •* That when 
** he who traduces us, in the company of 
•* people of probity and lionour, after hav- 
•* ing been warned to be quiet, ftill conti- 
** hues on fo to do, we are permitted to mur- 
<* der him, not publicly for fear of fcandal^ 
** but privately ; sbd clam. 

I have already made mention of &tber 
L'Am Y, and you cannot be ignorant that his 
doârine upon this fubjeâ: was cenfured in 
1649, by the Univerfity of Louvam* And 
yet not two months ago your father Des 

Sois 



Digitized 



by Google 



L E TT E RXIIL 105 

Bqis maiôtakMd atJUwen ibis ray oenfiind 
doârioe of father L' Amy's and taught there» 
*' That a Monk has the permifiion to defend 
^' the honour hfe has acquired by his virtue»* 
^^ even by murdering the peribn whoattacka 
'^ his reputation : Etiam cum morte mvajb^ 
" risj* At which that city was fo greatly 
fiauidalifcd that all the curates united toge-* 
ther to imppie filence upon hini, and oUige 
bim to rettaft his dofh-ine by canonical means, 
and the affair lyes before the epifcopal court; 
What can you fay after this, Fathers ? How 
an you undertake to noaintain after what has 
pailbd, ^' That not one iingle Jefuit is of the 
^' cpinion that one may murder for fcandal ?" 
Did you want any thing more than the vtry 
opinions of your own Fathers, which you-your^^ 
felves quote, to convince you of this? Since 
they do not forbid murder fpeculatively con- 
fidered but only in praâîce, *' on account of 
" the mifchief it might occafîon in the State/' 
For from hence I take occafion to afk you^ 
Fathers, if our difputes are about any thing 
dfe bat examining whether you have fuh- 
verted the law of God which forbids homi« 
cide, or no. The queftbn is not whether 
the State, but whether Religion has been hurt 
by you4 To what purpofcisit then, in this 
prcfent point of the difpute, for you to (hew 

how 
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how yoo baTe ipared the State, when you at 
the fa!me time let us fee hbw you have de- 
ilfoyed Keligion,foy fayitig-as you do^ p. 28. 
I^ 3, ^^ That Reginaldus^s fènfe, oti the 
^* qpeftim . coocerning murder for fondai,' 
<^ is, that a private perfon has a right to 
** makcufe of this fort of defence provided 
^* he confiders it in no other light than what 
*^ it bears (imply in itfclf/' I want no more 
than this confef&>n for your confufion. *^ A 
V* private perlbn (fay you) has a right to 
« make ufe of this defence, (that is to fay, 
** to ncmrder for fcandal) confîdering the thing 
<^ only in itfclf/* The conlê<}uence of which* 
is. Fathers^ that the law of God which for- 
bids murder is totally deflroyed by this de^^ 
csfion. T 

And it is of no fort of ufe to fay after- 
wards, as you do, ** That it is unlawful and 
^^ criminal to do fo, even according to the 
** law of God, on account of the xnurderi 
^^ and diforders'it would occafion in the 
*^ State, and that one isobliged by Gop's ordi«; 
^* nance to have a regard for the welfare of the 
'•:. State." This is running from the queftion : 
for. Fathers, there are two laws we muitob* 
ferve: that which forbids murder, and that 
which forbids prejudicing the State. Regi-» 
NAlpus has not violated perhaps the law 

which 
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wbich fotbide d(m%pre)udkroto the State; hMt 
he has oertaioly Tiolatcd the law whidb for-* 
bids murder. Now ûmhû is here, the 4Qn<>» 
Ij point In qaeffîôn. Not to mention tl^at 
your .other Fathers, who have permitted^tl^efe 
murders in praâice^ have deftroyed both the 
Que^nd the other of thefe laws. Batktasdive 
a litde deeper into this. Fathers. We know 
very well that Sometimes yoa do forbid .en«« 
damaging the State, and as 3^011 fky, your de^ 
fign in fo doing is to aâ confbnant to the law 
of God, which lays us under the obligation 
to uphold it« This may perhaps have fiune 
truth in it, but one cannot be fo very certaia 
that it has neither ; ûnce yoa may do the 
iame thing too, only out of fear of what the 
judges may do. Pray let us examine then from 
which of thefe principles that motive. proceeds* 
I am perfuaded. Fathers, you muft allow this 
as a troth, that if you had a fincere regard for 
God, and.if his law was the firft and chief 
objeâ of your thoughts, this regard would 
have the fame uniform afcendency over all 
your important decifions, and would on all 
thofe occafions prevail with you to confult 
the intereft of Religion. But if 6n the con^ 
tiary we find you fo frequently vblate the 
moft holy ordinances which God has cko* 
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joiôedman to obferre^ whœ you bave bnlf 
his law to coDtieft with ; and that, even* on 
thefe occafions now in qaeffiion, yon *iAm%i- 
hue the law of Goo^ which ^^rbkis thefe 
ways of aâing as criminal in them&Ives/ yet 
yon approve of them in pra£Bce, without ap^ 
pearing to be awed by any fear except what 
the judges create, do not you give us rèafon 
to think that this fèar does not proceed from 
any confideration you can have for Go n ? And 
that if in all outward appearanoe you counte- 
nance his law as to what regards the obliga-* 
tion it lays you under, not to prejudice the 
State ; yet this you do, not out of any vene- 
ration for that law itfclf, but in order to ac- 
compUni your own ends, as all other politic 
cians of little or no religion have conftantly 
done. What! Fathers, will you tell us that 
any one may murder for ilander without any 
breach of the law of God which forbkk ho- 
micide, and after having thus violated Ûï6 
cverlafting law of God, can you think to 
remove the fcandal you have occafioned, and 
to perfuadc us you pay any regard towards 
him, by adding afterwards that you forbid 
the praâice of it for confiderations of State, 
and through fear of the judges ? This fure on 
the contrary is broaching a frefh Dcandal, aiKil 

not 
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not out of aay K^peâ yoii)^ould be though^ 
to (hm for the juices } (w tï^K is not what 
I reproach you for^ and y^u play the fool 
with this. ii;i<^ ridiciiiouQy in pag. 29. I do 
DOt rcproac^j you with beii^ afraid of the 
judges.;- b|it for being afraid of the jodges 
only, apd not of the Judge of judges. Jt is 
fqr this tk2Lt I blame yoo^ becaufe it is.mak^ 
ing GpD lefs aa enemy to crimes than men 
are. Should you fay one might murder a 
ikaderer according to th^/in^eipretation of 
men; but not according. lo.t^at of God^ 
this would be more fup^rtable^ but to 
ky^ that what is of too criminal a nature 
fqv 'men to bear with» i^ yet. innocent v»à 
juft ia the eye of Gon, who is jufticc UJTelf, 
wh^ elfe is this to do but to (hew the wholç 
wçridi by this moft horfiblejruhvcrfion» fo 
repugnant to the teiygw of the Saiptg^ that 
you are intrepid in regard to Gap, and ^ 
mcMTous in regard to men J IJgd you finçerely 
defigned to have conden>a^d thefç hotnicidi^ 
yjPtt would have left that ordinance of Gp9 
fubûftîng which forbids it : and had you dar- 
ed to have permitted thefe homicides at the 
firft, yoij would have openly permitted them 
in defiance to the laws of Gon jndnwn : 
but as yovi have thought proper to permit thçm 

infcnfibly, 
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infcnfiMy^byflow dcgtccs, and to furprifc the 
ma^fbates who watch for the public iafety, 
you havfe aftcd the crafty part, byTeparating 
your maxiim, and by laymg it down as a 
propofitbn on the one fide, ^^ That it U per^ 
*^ mitted m fpeculation to murder for dan- 
** der/* (for you are left to examine things in 
^culation ;)* and by producing on the o- 
ther fide this feparate maxim, ^* That what 
^^ is permitted in fpeculation is fb too in prac- 
** tice/' For what intereft docs the State 
feem to have in this general and metaphyfi- 
cal propofition ? And thus thefe two princi^* 
pies by being unfufpeâedly and ieparately 
imbibed, the vigilance of the magiftrate is c-*- 
luded ; fince you need only unite thefe max- 
ims together again to draw from them the 
conclufion you had a tendency to, " That 
^* one may murder in praâice for fimple 
^< flandcr/' For it is in this. Fathers, that 
you diicover one of the moil dexterous fi* 
nefTes belonging to your politics, by feparat- 
ing thefe niaxims in your writings, which you 
unite in your opinions. It is by thefe means 
you have eftabliûied apart, that dpftrinc of 
yours concerning probability, which I have 
fy often explained. And this general princi- 
ple being well cftabliflied, you advance things 

feparately 
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ftpsur^tdy, which) though rfoffîbly ionocent 
^mx%h hy £hemielve$^ bococne horribie io«> 
4eed when jouKd tp this, pernicious principle. 
I will give you, as an exaroplc. of thi$, what 
you haiee. laid down in the. eleventh pag^ oi 
your ^poilureSy and which it lies upon me 
to anfwer,. V That fevcral celebrated divines 
^^ ^re of the opinion one may murder for a 
*' box onr the ear,*' It is true, Father$) that 
if a periba had iaid this who did not main* 
taia the doârlne. of probability he could merit 
no-i^roof, becaufe in that cafe it was only 
/iwikv3g a firopJe recital which could be of no 
ccjnicgucnçe ; but; you, Fathers, and all o- 
thers. who dp. maintain, this dangerous ,doQ- 
trfOfi, ** That all whatever' any celebrated 
*' authors approve of is probable, and fafe a$ 
"to confcience/' when you add to that^ 
" That fcveral celebrated authors are of o- 
*' pinion one may murder for a box on the 
*' par/* what are. you about ? Why you ane 
putting a dagger into the hand of every Chri- 
iljani to 'murder thofe who have oflfended 
thfiox m dechring to them that they may do 
So with a fafe confcience, becaufe in doing 
ibth^ will but foUow the opinion of foma- 
ny QRAVjs: authors. 

,,.'". What 
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"What t horror docs tkia doteftable f«t.(^ 
language not create I which at the fkmc time 
that it owqs fome authors pronounce fuch an 
opinion to be daomable, yet decides in fa* 
vour of that danmable opinion, and brings 
in confcience to fanâify every thing he but 
barely reports ! We underftand you. Fathers^ 
the language of your fchool is no ftranger to 
OS ; and it is a moft amazmg thing how you 
dare fpeak out with fuch unheard of effron* 
tery, fince it reveals your fentiments fo bare- 
facedly, and convias you of maintaining this 
opinbn, ^^ That one may murder for a box 
^^ on the ear,'* to be a fafe one by all the 
rules of confcience, as foon as you have told 
us that feveral celebrated authors maintain it 
to be fo. 

This, Fathers, you can find out no defence 
for, any more than make for your purpofes 
fome paflages taken out of Vasquez and 
Su AREz, that you in vain throw out againft 
me, by which they condemn thofe nrarde^ 
their comrades fo well approve of. Thefe 
teftinaonies disjoined froni the other part of 
your doârine might pafs off well enough with 
thoie who have but a flight tinéhire of that 
dodtrine j but thofe who are well verfed in it 
will join your maxims and your principles 

2 together. 
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together. In this place you fay that Vas- 
(iyEZ {Jermits no murders : but what do you 
fây, Fathers, in anothel: place ? Why, ** That 
" the probability off one fcntimcnt, does not 
** hinder the probability of another which 
" contfadifîs it." And again fomewhere elfe, 
" That it is permitted to follow the leaft 
^* probable and leaft fafe opinion, forfaking 
" the moft probable and fafeft one/' What 
other tonfeqiience can be drawn from all this 
put together J but that we have full liberty of 
confciehce to foUoW any one of thofe oppo- * 
fite opinions which we beft approve of? What 
then becomes. Fathers, of all that fruit you 
fed your hopes with that you ftiould gather 
fix)m your quotations ? It is_ all vaniftied ; 
fince thofe very maxims need only be united 
for your condemnation, which you feparate 
for your juftification. Why then do you pro- 
duce thofe paflages of your authors not quoted 
by me, to excufe thofe which I have quoted, 
fince therp is no connexion between them ? 
What authority, or what right does that 
give you to call me an impoftor ? Have I laid 
that all your Fathers are alike licentious and 
depraved ? Have I not, on the contrary, iGhewn 
your principal intereft to arife from having 
all forts of opinions to fuît all forts of your 
c Vql. IL I occafions? 
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QCcafioQS ? Does any one dbafe to OMirder > 
Lay Lessius before him : does any one not 
chufe it ? Being out Vasqjjez. ; that no one 
nuy depart unfatisfied^ and without hayips 
one GRAVE author for him. L£a$ios vm 
talk of homidde like a Heathen, and y9t 
perhaps of alms*giving like a Chriftian : 
Vasque z will talk of alms-^giving lik^ a 
Heathen, and yet of homicide like % Çhrir 
Aian. But by the means of probability, w^çh 
Vasquez and Lessius equally maiotawi^ 
and which makes all your opinions agree Jp 
oomQK)n, they will mutually lend oqe arô- 
ther their refpeâive fentiments, and ihf^L bp 
under an obligation to give abiblution %9 
thofe .who (hall have aôed agreçable to tb$ 
opinions «which both the one and the otb«t 
of them have condemned. You are thep 
cpnfoundçd with this variety. Unifbrmi^ 
would be more fupportable i and nothing 
is more contrary than this confufed roix^ 
ture of all forts of opinions to the cxpfck 
orders of St. Ignatius, and of tl?c- firft 
Generals of your order* Perhaps, Fathers, 
I may take fome opportunity hereafter, to 
talk to you on this head : when the world 
will be furprifed to fee how much yc» arc 
fallen, off from the firft diredionof your, in- 

ftilutioni 
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iftitûtt» r ami k)i^ 'the <3enerals af your 
o^a^itery order foreûw that the depravity in 
)ftmr' doâÉrioe of isi^rals might happen td 
ptwt htuA cme time or other not only to your 
^wn fodc^ but even to the whole univerfal 
€%tit^4 fiiit farther I muft tell you^ you 
can draw no fort of advantage from the opi- 
nion of Vas qjje* 3 it Virould be tery odd 
kidetd, if^ amongft fo many jeiuitfi who have 
turned mÛKM^ there (hould not be one or two 
<^ tbM^who ihould fay the fame thing that 
all Chriftians unitedly confefs^ There is no 
glory to be gained by affirming that one can* 
fiot murder for a box on the ear^ according 
to the Gofpel 3 but it is horridly {hameful to 
amy ité So that this is fo far from juftify- 
faig you that it rather opprefïes yoti with 
greater weight $ fince though you have had 
doëtors amongft you who have told you the 
tnitJi, yet you I^ve not walked in the paths 
of ttnth, but have chofen darknefs rather 
than light. For you have been taught by 
Vasques, •* That it is a Heathenifli and 
** not a Oiriftian opinion to fay that one may 
*• give him a blow with a ftick who has 
*' given OBte a box on the ear. That it is 
^* deftroykig both the Decalogue and the 
** Go^d to fay <»^ may murder him fût it } 
I a *^ and 
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^^ and that the moft abandoned vSlaint ndan-^ 

^^ kind have amongft them acknowledge thk 

^' to be true/* Yet notwithftanding tbis^ and 

in opposition to thefe manifeft Yerkks» joa 

.have fufiered Lessius, Escobar» and the 

reft of them to decide» that notvirithftand- 

ing all the prohibitions God has kid upon 

homicide, yet they are no obftacles to murder 

for a box on the ear. Of what ufe is it 

therefore now to produce this paffiige of 

Vasc^ez againft theopinkm of Lbssiits» 

unlefs it is to (hew that Lessius is both ^' a 

** Heathen and a villain," according to Vas*. 

QjJEz ? And yet thefe are terms I durft not 

make ufe of myfelf. What conclufions can be 

drawn from hence but that Le s s i u s * * deftroys 

" both the Decalogue and" the Gofpel ?" That 

Vasqjjez will condemn Lessius on this 

very point at the laftday,. as Lessius too 

will condemn Vasquez on fome other? 

And that all your authcx-s will rife up in judg-* 

ment one againft the other, and reciprocally 

condemn each other for the horrid outrages 

they have been guilty of, in oppofition to the 

law of Jesus Christ. 

Let us then, Fathers, draw this conclti- 
fion, that, fince your dodtrine of probability 
makes the good fentimcnts of fome of your 

authors 
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authors uielefs to the Churchy and ufeful on* 
\y to y0aT own pol ic y, thofc fentiments arc 
of no other fervice than to (hew us by their 
amtrarietieâ the double dealings of your hearts, 
which indeed you have perfeâly laid open to 
us, by declaring on the one part that Va's- 
q^Bz and Su ARE z are againft homicide ; 
and on the other, that feveral celebrated au- 
thors arc for homicide ; on purpofc only to 
offer tyiro ways to mankind, by deftruâively 
perverting the fimplicity of the fpirit of God, 
which pronounces a curfe on thofe who are 
double hearted, and prepare two ways for 
themfelves to walk in : " Fa ! duplies corde 
[^ et ingredienti duabus viis ! 



^tmi 
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RcVf Fathers, 

HAD I nothing more to 4o than to an^ 
fwer the three Impofturcs whidi 
remain upon the fubjeâ of homicide, I fliould 
not trouble you with a long diicourfè| fiflcc 
J (ha|l refute them in very few words as you 
will quickly fee, But, as I think it a mat* 
ter pf greater importance to give the yifoM ^ 
juft abhorrence of your fentiments oa thflS 
fubjeâ:, than to juftify the. fidelity of my own 
quotations, I (hall be obliged to employ the 
greateft part of this letter in refuting your 
maxims, and thereby rçprefenting to you how 
much you are alienated from the Sentiments 
pf the Church, and even from thofe of na- 
iHf e itfelf, The libertiçs you grant on fo 
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maii^r bccafioiis to take away a man's lift» 
evidently (hew, that in this particular point» 
y^Wfê^lki forgotten the law bf God, 
and j^ut ont the light of nature, that you 
want to be reminded of, and brought back 
to the i^oft fihiple pHncrples of Religion and 
common lenfe. For what fentiment can be 
more natural, or plaiti, than this^ " That 
** no private perfbn hath a power over the 
*^ life of another ? We know this fo well 
^^ even frorii ourfelves, fays St. Chrysos- 
" TOM, that when God 'made the law a- 
" gainft killing, he did not add, for homi- 
^' cide is an evil, becaufe (as the fame Fa- 
•^ thcr exprefle's himfelf ) the law fuppofes 
^ ihat men had already learned that truth 
^* ftom nature/* 

• We fhall find that men have been fub- 
jcâed to this command at all times from the 
very beginning. The Gofpel has confirmed 
that of the law, and the Decalogue has only 
♦enewcd that which men had received froni 
God before the law, in the perfon of Noah, 
érom whom all mankind was to fpring. For 
«t lîiat rcftoration of the world, God faid to 
the Patriarch : " ^t the band of a man^ even 
** at the bands of a men* s brother will I re^ 
'*^ f^uire the life of a man. IVhoJb Jbeddetb 
'* I 4 ^' marii 
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^ maafiAboélf**^ ^bom JbaU hit ékûé. HJbed^ 
y for in tbe itàage ùf. Gajiîirûêtfd bi man'' 
This geiieral prcÂûbition àupnst& ixien of 
all ion of A power over thç life^ of ttïtn\ 
whidvGoD huih refervedtohjmi^alonçia 
fucha manner^ that according to tfaeChfifiian 
verity, in oppofitbn to the falfb maxims of 
Paganifm^ a n^n has irat £o much as the 
power leven over his own life^ Cut beoaufe 
jt hath plcafcd the Divine Providence. to pro* 
vide for the fecarity of mankind in facifity» 
and to puniih the Mrickpd th^t fhould difiurb 
them, Goo h^th himfelf preA:rfbed certain 
laws, to deprive guilty perfoos of their.lives. 
So that thofe very murders, wh;ch, without 
\m qrder, would be attempts Ijable to pui* 
nifhment, become, by his or^ler^^ coauncnd». 
able chaftifements, . without which order, 
there would be the higheft ^njuflice. This 
p excellently reprefepted by St. Augustin, 
in his firft book of the City of Goo, ch. 21. 
*' Gop himfelf, faith he, hath /made cerr 
^' tain exceptiops to this general prohibition 
i* to kill J whether it be by the laws which 
he has |aid down for adjudging the guilty 
to death, or by the particular commands 
ff which he hath feme times given by order- 

f ? ing the death of fpmç certain perfons. But 

- - ^ ''-•-"■■■ ^ ^ : ^ ' *? iQ 
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^^ màùïtsf of thd^ eaièsy it is not lUHi that 
i^ |ûjU$;;^ttttH^700^of whom man is only the 
^^ iiiftmaicct^ as a fvord is m: tl^o hand of 
ff him l^t u&s it. Bat tlxk two cafe^ ez^ 
^' cc|>te4, whoever ^1$ another isgii^ of 
♦VJiomkide," 

It is therefore very certain^ Fathers» that 
God alone is. inyefted with the right to take 
»way life^ an4 that neverthelefs, having ap* 
poiDte4 }aws to put criminals to death, he 
hath imde Kings and Republics the guar^- 
dians of this power. And this is what St^ 
Paul teacheth us^ when fpeaking of the 
right that fovcrc^gn powers have to put 
fnen tq deaths he derives it from heaven» 
frying, ^^ That they bear not the fword in 
** vsin, they are the minifters of Gob, to 
** execute wrath upop hin^ that dqeth evil*/* 
But as thjs power |s given them by Goi?, 
fo he obliges them to exercife it in his own 
way, that is with juftice, according to St, 
P A u L in the fame place : " For rul«s are 
" not a terror to good works but to the eviU 
" Wilt thou then not be afi^d of the pow- 
*^ ,er ? Do that which is good, and thou (halt 
V haye praife of the. fame. For t hey are 
^* therminiilers of God to thee fpr good/' 

f Rom» elf. xiii. 

And 
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And ihhr reftriâion is ib fkr from dimhiifhid^ 
thdr power, that» an the contraty^ it great^ 
ly exalts it) being madie like to the ptiwdr of 
God, who is impotent to do evil, and <»xi^ 
nipoterit to do good $ in oppofition to the 
jpomtc of devils, who are impotent to^dd 
good» and potent only to do ill; Hie dif*- 
ference between God and Sovereigns ii iÀk* 
ly this, that God being Juftice and Wifddm 
itielf, can execute upon the Spot^ whom^ 
when, and in what manlier he plea&s. • For, 
befides that he is the ibvereign maftér of 
mens lives^ it is very fure that he cahnèt tâkê 
them away without caufe or cognizance, be- 
caufe God is as incapable of injuftice ks of 
error. But Princes cannot aâ in this manner^ 
for although they are the minifters of God^ 
yet are they in reality no gods, but men. 
They may be furprifed by ill impireffions, ex- 
afperated by falfe fuggeftions, or transported 
by pafiions/ And this has obliged them to 
fubmit to certain human provifionSj and go«* 
vern their dominions by judges, to wham this 
power is communicated, to the ei\d, that' this 
authority which God had invefted them with, 
might be employed to no other purpofe but 
that for whid» it was given. 
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tfastt to be exempt iroQi faauicidei a mail 
muft aâ both by the attthonQr a^ jofttœ of 
God ; and if thefe two cooditioos are not 
fyànà together, that man^ who puts another 
to detthj ekfaer by God's aothority widurac 
his jofiice, 6r by God's juftioe widiout iùg 
audiori^^ is goihy of blood. From die nc** 
ceffitydf this onion it happens, accordmg to 
St;^ AvoDSTiN, *^ that whoerer kills even 
^* a crinohal without authority, beoomoi 
*^ crnnipallûmfelf; for this very reafon, be^ 
^^ cau& he uiurped an authority which Goo 
^^ had not given him/' And on die othdr 
hand, the judges who have this andiority, 
are'Devtrthelefs guilty of homicide, if they 
defboy the innocent, contrary to the laws 
which they ought to follow. 

Tfaeie, Fathers, are the prindples which 
have been embraced, in all times and all 
pkoe%. as the fureft guardians of public peace 
and fbcurity ; and upon which lall legiilators, 
ts wdl facred as profane, have built their 
Uws} kifomuch, that no exception to this, 
rule was ever made even by Pagans them- 
fcbes, unkfs when there was no other way 
to prcferve either chaftity or life. Becaufe in 
hçh ç^^S) as Cic:fi^o obferves, *' the very 

^* . laws 
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^^ laws themfelvçs feeaied tp proflbrtlieir 
^^ weapons, to all. who a» uader fucb ncr 
^^ céffitîes/' _ 

But this cafe excepted, which I have no^ 
thbg to fay to in this place, I will be hold to 
affirm that there pevcr was any law that per^ 
xnittcd any private perfon to kill apothec 5 or 
allowed pf murder, as you Jefiiil? do, ta 
guard againft an affiront, or preveat the I06 
of honour or eftate, when a man at the iàme 
time is in no danger of life. No, Fathers, that 
is a thing, which I will venture to maintain 
was never done by the very Infidels themfelves. 
On the contrary, they have expreûy forbid- 
den itl It was a law of the twelve tables at 
Rome, ** That it was not lawful to kill n 
^* thief in the day time, who did not dc- 
•* fend himfelf by force of arms.", Which 
was no more than what had been forbidden 
before in Exodus, c» xxiil and the law *^ Fur- 
^ rem, ad legem Comeliam^' taken out of 
Ulpian, *' forbids to kill a thief even in^ 
^* the night time, unlefs he puts us in dan- 
ger of our lives. Cujas in tit. dig.deinfik. 
^ jure, ad L 3, 

Now I would be glad to know, Fatb^r»^ 
by what power you permit, what all laws 
hum^n and divine forbid ? And^ by what au- 

thcarîty 
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thorîfy Lessiits could 'affert/ 1. 2. c. 9,11. 
66, and 72. *"" That indeed the book of 
" Exodus forbids to kill a thief in the day 
** time, who doth not defend hinïfelf by 
** force of arms, and they are juftly punifli- 
" able who fhall kill him in that manner? 
" But yet this would not make a man guilty 
'' in confcicnce, when, as So tus fays, he 
*^ is not certain that he fliall be able to reco- 
" ver what was ftolen from him, or at leaft 
'^ doubts of it, 'becaufe a man is not obliged 
** to run the rifque of lofing any thing, to 
" favc a thief And there is , nothing in all 
" this, but what even the clergy may laWr 
*' folly do/' Was ever infolence like this ! 
Does the law of Moses puniih thofe who 
kilj thieves, when they do not attack our 
lives, and muft the law of the Gofpel, (ac- 
cording to you) abfolve them ? What, Fa- 
thers, did Jesus Christ then come to de- 
ftroy the law, and not to fulfil it ? " The 
" judge, fays Le s si us, would chaftife him 
" who fhould kill in fuch a cafe ; but the 
*' man would have no guilt upon his con- 
*^ fciencefor doing fo." What ! is the mo- 
raKtyof Jesus Christ more cruel, or lefs 
an enemy to murder than that of Pagans, 
from whence the judges have extraded thofe 

civil 
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civil law» which condemn it ? Do Chriftiafiâ 
éfteem goods of this world more^ or man's 
life Icfs, than idolaters and infidels have done? 
What foundation^ Fathers^ have you to build 
this doâxine upon ? Have you anyone earprefs 
law of God or man to fupport you in it ? 
No, nothing but this unaccountable way of 
reafoning : ** The laws, yoji lay, permit a 
^* man to defend himfelfagainft thieves, and 
•* repel force by force. But defence being 
** permitted, murder muft be thought fo 
•* too, becaufe it would be impoflifaie, ma* 
^ ny times, for a man to defend himfelf 
•• without it." 

But it is ùlfc logic. Fathers, to conclude 
as you do, that murder is lawful, becau& 
defence is lawful. It is this inhuman way of 
defence (let me tell you) that is the foun« 
tain of all your errors, and ftilçd by the fk^ 
culty of Louvain, " a murdering db-* 
" FENCE, defenfia occijha^^ in thecenfure 
pafled on the doârine of your father L' Am \r^ 
upon homicide. « I maintain it therefore, that 
according to the laws, there is fo great à di£« 
ference between killing and depeni^ci 
ING, that in the very fame cafe vrhere de- 
fence is allowed, murder is forbidden, when 
a man's life is not in danger. Take it from 
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Cu^J^s in the fame ptoqe : " Jt ^s lawful to 
!- fopei the m^n w^o. i$ goii^ to feize on 
** yé^ i< ours: «UT it is ijot tAW 
*^ FUL TO «ILL njM. And agaiOi if any 
** on« gOQs to ftri^e, but not to kill us, it i$ 
'* lawful mdccd to rçpulfe him, but jt is 

" NOT LAWFUL TO KILL HIM." 

Who has then given you authority tp af-* 
6rm, as Molina, Reginaldus, Filiu- 
Tius, Escobar» Le ssi us, and others do, 
*^ Th^ it is lawful to deftroy him who 
" conjcs to ftrike us ?" And elfewherc : 
" It is Uv(f\x\ to kill him who intends to 
" affront us ?" All the cafuifts agree in this : 
$x fententia omnium. Less i us, num. 74." 
By what authority do you, who arc but pri* 
yate men yourfelves, communicate this power 
to otheir private men, nay even to Ecclefiaf- 
tics ? And how dare you prefume to ufurp 
the power of life and death, which belongs 
fflentially to G o d alone,^ and is the mofl: 
glorious charafter of Sovereign Power ? It is 
to this that you fhould have replied; but yoa 
think you have made a fatisfadlory anfwer, 
byiâying fimply in your thirteenth Impofture, 
** That the valuable çonfidçration for whiph 
■^ MoLi]^A permits a man to kill â cobber 
^^ who mas away without 4oinga$ any harm» 
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*^ is not fo little as I faid it was, and that it 
•* muft be more than fix ducats/* What pi- 
tiful ftuff is this ! What price would your 
Rev. Paternities fix ? Fifteen or fixteen ducats? 
The fame fca&dal recurs. However you can^ 
Hot fay it fliould exceed the value of an horfe, 
for Lessius, 1. 2. c, 9. n. 74. fairly decides, 
•* You may lawfully kill a thief who runs 
** away with your#horfc." But I tell you a* 
gain, that according to Molina, this value 
IS fixed and fettled at fix ducats, as I have 
quoted him, and if you \^ill not believe me^ 
let us take an umpire which you cannot re- 
fufe. To which purpofe 1 chufe your own 
father Reginald us, who explaining that 
very plea of Molina, 1. 2 i. n. 68. declares, 
*• That Molina in that paflSige fixes the 
** value for which it is not lawful to kill, at 
•* three, or four, or five ducats." And £0, 
Fathers, I have not only Molina, but Re* 
GiNALDUs of my fide. 

Your fourteenth Impoflure, touching the 
permiflion of Molina, ** To kill a thief 
V who robs you of a crown,'* is as eafily 
anfwered. This is fo clear, that Escobar 
attefls it, tr. i . ex. 7. num. 44. where he 
fays, that "Molina regularly fixes the value, 
•*forwhich aman maybe kiird, at a crown." 

z All 
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AU you charge me with in your fourteenth 
Impofture is that I have fuppreflcd the laft 
words of that paffagCj viz. " That men 
" ought to obfcrve in this cafe the modeçii^ 
" tioh of a juft defence/' Why do not you 
as wellquarrel with Escobar for not having 
the fame expreflion too ? But how greatly 
deficient are you in this piece of fubtlety ? 
You think that we do not underftand what 
it is, according to you, for a man to defend 
himfelf. Do not we know, it is to make 
ufe of ** a murdering defence ?" You would 
make us believe that Molina means no more 
by it, than, that when a man, by defending 
his crown piece, is in danger of his life, he 
then may kill. If this be true. Fathers, 
why (hould Molina) in the fame paffage de- 
clare, that in this point he differs from 
Carrer us and Bald, who both allow of 
killing another to Êive your own life ? Take 
it therefore from me, that Molina means 
no more than this, viz. That if a man can 
feve his crown without killing the thief, in 
that cafe he ought not to kill him, but if 
he cannot fecure it otherwife, (though he 
runs no rifqtie in point of life, as whçn the 
thief has no weapons) he may juftly take 
arms againft him, and kill him, to fecure 
Vol. II, K his 
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his crown: and in fo doing, according to 
him, a nian does not ejctend the moderation 
of a jnfl: defence. And for demonftration of 
this, kt him explain himfelf, to. 4. tr. 3. d. 
1 1 • n. 5. ** A nuft may be iàid not to ex* 
** ceed the moderation of a juft defence, 
though he takes arms againft him that has 
none, or has got the advantage in the 
goodnefs of the weapons. I know there 
^' are feveral of different fentiments; but I 
" do not approve of their opinion, no, not 
*' even in the external tribunal. 

Thus, Fathers, I have made it appotr that 
your cafuifts allow murder in defence of a 
man's eflate, or his honour, though he be 
not put in the leaft danger of his life. By 
this principle duels are authorifed, which I 
have made appear by feveral paflages, to which 
you have made no reply at all. In all your 
writings you take notice hut of one fingle 
paflage of your father Layman, who per- 
mits killing, when without it " a man is in 
** danger of lofing his fortune or reputa* 
** tion ;" and accufe pie for fuf^reffing that 
he adds, " but this happens very fcldom." 
What admirable folks you Jefuits are Î What 
doughty impofturesyou bring againft mc ! as 
if all the matter in difpute between us^ was 
. ^ only 
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only to know, if that cafe happened but fel* 
dom ? The true qweftion is to know, whe* 
ther Layman in that place does not allow 
of duelling. Thcfe are two different quef^ 
tions. Layman, in quality of a cafuift, was 
to determine if duels were lawful -, and he 
fays yes. We can judge without him whether 
the cafe be rare or not, and flhall tell him^ 
it is very common. And if you had rather 
take your good friend Diana's word for itj 
he will tell you " it is very frequent." Part. 
5. trai^.' 14. Mifc. 2. refol. 99. 

But whether the cafe be rare or common, 
or that Layman, as you would fain havç 
us believe, only copies Navarre, is it not 
abominable that he fliould affent to this opi- 
nion ? That to preferve a falfe point of ho- 
nour, it is lawful in confcience to accept a 
challenge, in oppofition to the edidts of all 
Chriftian States, in defiance of the canons of 
the Church? When at the fame time, to au- 
thorife all your hellifh maxims, you have 
neither laws, nor canons ; no authority of 
Scripture, Fathers, or the example of any 
one Saint, to fupport you ! nothing but this 
impious way of reafoning : honour is dearer 
than life. 

K 2 But 
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But it is lawful to kill in defence of one's 
life, ergo^ it is lawful to kill in defence of 
one's honour. 

How, Fathers, becaufe mankind is fb far 
degenerated as to prefer this counterfeit ho- 
nour, to that life which God has given them 
to ferve him with, fhall it be lawful to mur- 
der each other to preferve it ? It is this very 
love of honour in preference to life, which 
breeds fuch dreadful mifchief ! and yet this 
contagious itch of honour, which is enou^ tp 
taint the pureft adions, if they were referred 
to that end, (halji be able to juftify the moft 
Criminal, for no other reafon but becaufe they 
are referred to that end. 

O Fathers, what confufion have you brought 
upon us ! And who doth not fee to what per-- 
nicious extravagances you will lead us ! , 

For in (hort it is very clear, that this will 
carry us fo far as to kill a man for the mercil 
trifle \t it does but ftand in competition with 
our honour. What do yoii think of ftabbing 
a man for an apple ? I own. Fathers, you 
would have room to be angry with me, and 
charge me with drawing malicious confequen- 
ces from your dodtrinc, if I were not fiip- 
ported by the authority of the grave Les- 
sius, who, Qum: 68. argues thus: ^^ isfo 

'* man 
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^^ man ought to kill another to prteferve a 
** thing of little value, fuch as a crdwn, or 
*' an apple : Aur p ro po mo, if it were 
*^ not for the fhame of lofing it. For in that 
•* cafe a tliaft may reœver it, nay if need 
** be, kill the man to get his apple again, 
•• eâji opus eft occidere ; becaufe this is not io 
^^ much to defend one's goods as one's honour." 

What do you think of this. Fathers ? Is it 
not very plain ? But to clofe up your doôrine 
with a maxim which comprehends all the 
«ft, take this of your father He re au, 
who had it out of Le ssi us ; ** The right 
" of defence extends to every thing that is 
'^ neceflkry to preferve a man from any fort 
'^ of injury whatfoever." 

What a train of difmal confequences is 
comprehended in this inhuman principle; the 
whole world ought to rife up in arms againft 
it, but efpecially thofe who bear any near re- 
lation to the public. For it is not only the 
general intereft that calls upon them, but 
the lafety of their own perfons, fince your 
cafutfts, cited in my Letters, extend their 
permiffion to kill even them. Thus the 
faâious, who dread the puniftiment of 
their criminal attempts, which do not to 
tbem appear at all unjuft, eafily perfuadîng 
K 3 themfelves 



Digitized 



by Google 



t34 LE T'T E R XVL 

themfelves that they arc opprcfTed by vi- 
olence, will immediately believe, " That 
** the right of defence extends to every thing 
** that is neceflary to preferve a man front 
** any fort of injury whatfoevcr." Remorfe 
of confcience, which ftiflcs fo many crimes 
in their birth, is, no longer felt within, their 
only bufinefs is to furmount all obftacles from 
without. 

But I will drop this, point. Fathers, to- 
gethoj with fome other murders permitted 
by you, which are ftill more abominable, and 
of greater importance to the State than all 
thofe which Less i us treats of fo barefacedly 
in the fourth and tenth doubts, and not only 
he, but a number of your other authors. It 
is devoutly to be wiflied that thefe horrid max- 
ims had never come out of hell, and that the 
devil, who is the firft author of them, had 
pever found men fo far devoted to his fervicc 
fis to publifh them among Chriftians. 

From what I have hitherto faid, it maybe 
eafily feen, what a vaft contrariety there is 
between the vicious lenity of your maxims, 
and that wholefom rigour of^ not only the 
civil, but the Pagan laws. What muft they 
be then, when compared with the ecclefiaf- 
tical^ which grç yet incomparably more ho- 



Digitized 



by Google 



LETTER XVI; t^3 

)ff F Sffipe it is the Churx;h alone th^t i^pder- 
flands and poileiles righteoyfhefs and true ho- 
linefs : and therefore this chaftç fpoufe of the 
Son of God, who in imitation of her bdpv- 
cd can well flied her Qwn bloo4 for others^ 
but not that of others for herfelf, hath a very 
partiicular deteflation of murder, in proporr 
tion to the fpecial illuminations which God 
has communicated to her. She coniiders men, 
not only as men, but as the images of that 
God whom (he adorçs. She pays an holy 
ttfpeék to every individual, cqnfidcring hin> 
as ]>edeemed by an iofinite price, to be made 
the temple of the living God. And there^ 
fore fbe looks upon the death of a man thvis 
killed without the order of God, to benot 
only murder, but facrilegc, depriving her 
of one of her members : For, let him be 
one of the faithful or not, fhe always con- 
iiders him as either adually being one of her 
children, or in a capacity of being &>. 

From tbefe reafons. Fathers, fo holy in 
tbemfelves, it follows^ thatfince God became 
man for the falvation of men, they are be- 
come faconfiderable to the Church, that Ihe 
has ever puniflied murder which deftroys 
them, as one of the greateft crimes that can 
]x comcmtted againflGpD. Give me leave 
K 4 to 
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to give yoa fome examples; Mridiom ii^iftu^ 
that all thofe fevetities ought to be continu* 
ed ; I know the Chnrch is at liberty to diA 
pofe of this external difcipline varioufly ; but 
only to (hew you her immutable fpirit in this 
particular. For the penance (he enjoina for 
murder may be different according to the di^ 
verlity of times, but the horror (he has for 
it, no viciflitude of time can ever alter. 

The Church would i^t for a long time 
be reconciled to fuch as had been gmlty of 
wilful murder, till the hour of deadb^ which 
you however fcruple not to permit. The 
&mous council of Ancyra condemned them 
to penance all their life time, and the Church 
hath iince thought herfelf very indulgent by 
reducing that term to a great number of years. 
But the more to deter Chriftians from wilful 
murcfers, fhe has moft feverely punifhed even 
thofe that have happened by miftake or im« 
prudence, as may be feen in St. Basil, 
8t. Gregory Nvssbnus,' and in the De- 
cretals of Pope Zachary, and Alexan- 
DER the fécond. The canons cited by Isaac 
Bifliop of Langres, t. 2. c. 13. ^* ordain 
^* feven years penance for one that kills an- 
^* other, though in his own defence." And 
Ve find St. HiJ^piBERT, Bifhop of Mans, 
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inhisanrwtrtoIvEs of Chartres, afluring him, 
^v That be had done right tq fufpend a prieft 
^^ for his life, who had killed a thief with 
<* a ftone in his own defence/' Andean you, 
after this, have the front to aflçrt» that your 
decifioos. are conformable to the ipirit and 
canons of the Church ? 

I defy you to ibew me one canon that 
gives permiifion to kill for the prefervation of 
one's goods only ; for I do not fpeak of thole 
cafes wherea man is forced to defend his life, 
ss suAupE UBBRANDo. Your own autbors 
acknowledge that there are not any fuch \ as 
amongft others your father L'Amv» torn. 5. 
difp. 36. num. 136. ** There is no law, 
'^ Êuth he, human or divine, which exprefly 
" permits to kill a thief who does not ftand 
*' upon his own defence/' Yet, this is what 
you permit in exprefs terms. I defy you to 
(hew mc any canon that allows of murder for 
a box on the ear, for honour, for an affront, 
or fknder. I defy you to produce any that 
permits the killing of witnefles, judges, and 
magiftrates, what injuflice foever we may 
have reafon to expeâ from them. 

The fpirit of the Church is widely diflant 
frcMn thoie ieditious maxims which throw o^ 
peQ the door to infurre^^ons, to which t\^ 

populace 



Digitized by CjjOOQ IC 



Ï38 LETTER XVI 

populace is too naturally inclioed« She hath 
always inftruâed her children not to return 
evil for evil, to give place unto wrath, not 
to refift violence, to render to every man hiâ 
due, honour, tribute, fubmiflion ; to obey 
tnagiilrates and our fuperiors, though they 
fhould be unjuft, always refpeâing in them 
the power of God, who has fet them over 
us. She [the Church] prohibits men, more 
exprefly than the civil laws do, froiQ dedd- 
mg in their own caufe ; and it is by her ipirit 
thatChriftian Kings will not aâ in their own 
perfons, even in the moft capital crimes of 
high treaibn, but deliver the criminal into the 
hands of the judges, to be chaftifed according 
to law, and the ordinary courfe of juftice, 
whofe proceedings are fo much the reverie of 
yours, that to compare them together, is the 
1)eft way to put you to the bhifli. For, fince 
this difcourfe naturally leads me to it, let me 
defire you attentively to confider the wide 
difference there is between the method of put- 
ting an enemy to death, according to you, and 
the method of executing criminals, according 
to the judges. 

It is granted by all the world, Fathers, 
that no private perfons have power to profe- 
cute the death of any one i and though a 

man 
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man (hould have cri{^ed, or ruined us, burn- 
ed our houies, murdered our father, and 
was fully refolved to take away our reputation, 
and even our own lives by ailàffination, yet « 
juftice would not liften to the demand wc 
(hould make for his death. Upon which ac<- 
count it was found necefiary to appoint pub* ^ 
lie perfons, who fliouid demand his deatli, 
either in the King's name, or rather in the 
name of God. Was it fiDr mere grimace. 
Fathers, and outward form, think you, that 
Chriftian judges eftablifhed this regulation ? 
Or did they not do it, to make the civil laws 
conformable to thofe of the Gofpel? That fo, 
«he external execution of juftice might not 
be contradidory to the internal fentiments 
which all Chriftians ought to have ? One may 
fee plainly how far this firft proceeding in 
the courfe of juftice ftaggers you, but what 
follows will overturn you to the ground. 

Suppofe then, Fathers, that thefe public 
perfons ftiould demand the death of him who 
has perpetrated all thefe crimes ? What is to 
be done in this cafe ? Will they immediately 
plunge a dagger in his heart ? No, Fathers, a 
man's life is of too great importance; men pro- 
ceed with more tender caution, the laws done» 
put life and death into the hands, of all forts of 

men 
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men indilFerently, but into the hands of fuch 
judges only whofe probity and abilities are fuf- 
ficiently known. And do you thinlgthat one on- 
ly is enough to condemn a man to death? No, 
î^athcrs, there muft be feven at leaft. And 
of thcfe feven, there muft not be one who 
Was ever offended by the criminal, left his 
judgment fhould be biailëd or corrupted by 
paiHon. And in order that their underftand* 
ings maybe more clear and perfeét.you know, 
Fathers, that the morning is particularly ap- 
pointed for this employment. Thefe are 
the cautious preparatives to fo great an a£t, 
wherein they are the lieutenants and mini* 
fters of the moft tremendous Judge, not to 
Condemn any one but him whom God con* 
demns himfelf. 

To aâ: therefore as faithful difpenfers of 
that divine power in difpofing of the lives of 
men, they are not at liberty to judge but by 
the depofttions of witnefles, and agreeably to 
all other formalities prefcribed ; and when 
this is done, they cannot in confcience pro- 
nounce fentence but according to law, nor 
judge any man worthy of death, but him 
whom the law condemns. And then. Fa- 
thers, if the order of God enjoins them to 
deliver up the bodies of thefe wretches to ex- 
ecution, 
I 
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ecution^ the fame order of Gox> obliges them 
to take care of their finful fouls^ and it is 
becaufe they are finful^ that the judges are 
the more obliged to take care of them, fo 
as not to turn them over to execution, 'till 
they have had the timely means lo provide 
for their confciences. But, though this pro- 
ceeding is full of purity, and innocence, yet 
the Church has fuch an abhorrence to blood, 
that ihe holds thofe unworthy to ferve at her 
altars, who (hould ftay upon the bench, at 
the fentence of condemnation, though at* 
tended with all thefe fo religious circumftan?- 
ces ; by which we may eafily conceive what 
idea the Church has of homicide. 

You have feen. Fathers, in what manner 
men's lives are difpofed of according to jus- 
tice : let us fee next how you difpofe of 
them. In your new laws there is but one 
judge, and he too the perfon injured : nay, 
at the fame time, party, judge and execu- 
tioner. He demands of himfelf the death 
of his enemy ; he condemns him, and exe- 
cutes him upon the fpot : and, without any 
concern for the body or foul of his brother, 
he kills and damns him for whom Christ 
died : and all this to avoid a box on the ear, 
a fcandalous or abufive expreffion, an affron- 
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five word, or any other offence of the like 
nature, for which a judge, invefted with 
lawful authority, would be guilty himfelf, fot 
condemning to death thofe who had commit- 
ted them I for this reafon, becaufe the laws 
themfelves are far from doing it. And to fill 
up, in a word, the meafure of your iniquity, 
you fay, that to kill in this manner, without 
,authority and in defiance of the laws, is 
neither finful or irregular, and may be done 
not only by perfons dedicated to religion, but 
by the prieft himfelf. 

Where are we now, Fathers! Are thefe rc^- 
ligious men, and priefts too that talk at this 
rate? Are they Chriftians or Turks ? Arc they 
men or devils ? ** And are thefe the myftc- 
** ries revealed by the Lamb to his fociety, or 
/* abominations fuggefted by the dragon, to 
*^ all thofe that follow his party ? 

For in fliorf. Fathers, what would you 
have men take you to be; children of the 
Gofpel, or enemies of the Gofpel ? You muft 
be either one or the other, there is no medi- 
um; ** He that is not with Jesus Christ 
** is againft him." Thefe two claflfes com- 
prehend all mankind. According to St, Au- 
gustin 'there are two people and two 
worlds fpread over the face qf the earth ; the 

world 
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Vfotld of the children of God, which coropo- 
fes a body of which Jesus Christ is Head 
and King ; and the world that is at enmity 
with God, of which the devil is head and 
king. For this reafon is Jesus Christ 
called the King and God of the world, be-, 
caufe he hath every where his fubjeâs and 
his adorers ; and the devil likewife is filled 
in Scripture the Prince of this world, and 
the God of this generation, becaufe he al- 
io hath every where his flaves and agents* 
Jesus Christ has given the Church, 
which is his kingdom, fuch laws as in his 
eternal wifdom he thought proper j and the 
devil hath given the world, which is his king- 
dom, the laws he would have to Be obfervcd 
therein. Jesus Christ has placed honour 
in fuflfering ; the devil in not fuiFering. Je- 
sus Christ has ordered thofe who receive 
*^ a Mow, on one cheek to turn the other alfo-^^ 
gnd the devil orders him that has received a 
blow to kill him that gave it. Jesus Chri st 
pronounces thofe blefled who partake of his 
indignities, and the devil pronounces thofe curf- 
ed who will bear with them. Jesus Christ 
.ikys 5 Woe unto you when all men Jhall /peak 
well of you ; and the devil fays. Woe unto thofe 
of whom the world doth not fpeak with cfteem. 
I Confider 
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Confider now. Fathers, which of thefe 
two kingdoms you are of. You have heard 
the language of the city of peace, which is 
called die myflical Jerufalem ; and you have 
heard the language of the city of flrife, 
which is called in Scripture, the ** fpiritual 
*• Sodom :** Which of thefe two languages 
do you underftand ? Which do you Ipeak ? 
Thofe that belong to Jesus Christ, are of 
" one mind with him," as St. Paul obfervcs, 
and thofe who are the children of the devil, 
" {ex patre diabolo^** who was a murderer 
from the beginning) purfue the maxims of 
the devil, according to the teftimony of 
Christ himfelf. Let us now hear the lan- 
guage of your fchool, and put this queftion 
to your authors : viz. If a man hits me a 
box on the ear, muft I rather bear it, or kill 
him that flruck me } Or is it not lawful to 
kill a man to prevent fuch an affront ? " It 
** is lawful;*' as Lessius, Molina, Es- 
cobar, Reginaldus, Filiutius, Bal- 
DELL us, and other Jefuits affirm, *^ to kill 
^* him who offers to give you a box on the 
•* ear." Is this the language ofjE su s Christ? 
Again, is a man who has received a box oa 
the ear, difhonoured 'till fuch time as he 
hath killed the pcrfon who gave it him ? " Is 
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'* it not true, fays Escobar, that he whir 
** fuffers a man to live who has given him a 
** box on the ear, is all that while himfelf 
" without honour ?*' Very right, Fathers^ 
" without that honour*^ which the devil hath 
tranfmitted from his own proud fpirit, into 
that of his proud defcendants. It is this ho« 
nour which has ever been the idol of all mea 
poiTeiîèd by the fpirit of this world. It k 
to preferve this falfe glory, of which the de- 
vil is the true difpofer, that men facrificc 
their lives to him by the madnefs of duels, 
their honour to the difgrace of punifhment 
to which they expofe themfelves, and the 
future happinefs of their fouls to the rifque 
of eternal damnation ; while their bodies, by 
the canons of the Church, are deprived evea 
of Qiriftian burial. 

Ought we not therefore to render unto 
God cverlafting praifc, fpr illuminating the 
King*s mind with purer lights than thofe of 
your theology? His fo feverc ediÔs upon 
this occafion do not make duels criminal, (as 
if they were not fo before) they only punifli 
the crime that is infeparaWe from thofe duels. 
The dread of the rigour of his juftice has 
put a ftop to thofe, whom the juftice of 
God could not deter. And his piety hath 
Vol, H. L convinced 



Digitized 



by Google 



146 L.E XT E R XIV: 

convinced him, that the honour of Chriftidn!^ 
confifts in obedience to the laws of Gqd^ 
and the rules of Chrlilianity ; not in that 
phantom of honour, which, frivolous, as it is> 
you pretend to call a lav^^ful excufe for mur- 
der. Thus are your bloody deciûons deteft- 
ed by all the world : the beft advice I oaor 
give you, is, to quite alter your fentiment^ 
if not from principles of religion, at leafc 
from maxims of policy. 

Prevent, Fathers, by a voluntary concjeov^ 
nation of thefe inhuman tenets, that difmal 
train of confequences for which you ak)pe 
muil; he anfwerable. . And that murder may 
ihock you with the greater horror, ,remeni-i 
ber that the firft crime of corrupted ofttum 
was a murder committed on the body :Qf tke 
firft juft man : and that the greateft ctloie^ 
that ever was committed by mankind, was 
a murder on the perfon of him who 19 1 the 
Head of gll the juft : and laftly, remomber, 
that murder is the only crime, which,, at the 
fame inftant, deftroys the State, the Church, 
Nature, and Piety. 

I have juft read the reply of your apolo^^ 
gift to niy thirteenth Letter. But if he 
makes no better anfwer to this, (which folves 
the greateft part of his difficulties) it will not 

delerve 



Digitized 



by Google 



LETTER XIV. 147 

dcfefv^ any further notice. I really pity 
him when I fee at every tum-hotr he flic» 
off from his fubjedt, and gives himfelf up to 
calumny and reproaches, with which he lanch- 
es out againCl both the living and the dead» 
But to gain credit to the minutes you fur- 
nUhed him with, you fhouid not have made 
him deny a thing fo notorious as the box oa 
the ear at Compiegne. For it is evident, Fa- 
thers, from the confefîion of the party of- 
fèmkd, that he received a blow upon the 
cheek from the hand of a Jefuit; and all that 
your friends could do, was to make it a 
doubtful cafe, whether it was given with the 
palm or the back of the hand 5 and the next 
qucftion was to know, if a blow With the 
hack of the hand on the cheek, ought to be 
cailed a box on the ear, or not. I do not 
know who will decide that point, but I am 
cer^in, in the mean time, that it was at leaf): 
a PROBABLE box ou the ear ; and fo far my 
confciencc is eafy. 
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S 



Nor. aj. lis*» 

Rev. Fathers, 
I N C E your Impoftures increafc daily, 



and arc cruelly employed to do outrage 
to all pcrfbns of true piety, who rcfift your 
errors j I think myfelf obliged bdth for thcic 
fervice, and that of the Church, to lay open 
another myftery in your conduit, which 1 
promifed to do a long time ago ; that all th< 
world may know from your avowed maximl 
what credit may be given to your fcandaloui 
accufations and injurious proceedings. 

I know, that abundance of 
who are not thoroughly acquainted wii 
you, are under fome difficulty to detcrmi 
what to think of this matter: bccaufe, th( 
are inevitably obliged to believe thofe 
credible crimes wherewith you accufc f 
2 enemi< 



^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



LETTER XV. 149 

enemies^ or to look upon you as vile im* 
poftors ; wkich feems to tliera as incredible 
on the other fide. How, lay they, if thefe 
things were not true, would men of a pro* 
fefiled reli^us order publifh them, renounce 
all confcience, and damn themfelves by fiiych 
opprobrious calumnies ? This is their manner 
of arguing ; fo that be the proofs ever fo 
plain that convia you of, and deftroy your 
falihoods, yet clafhing with the good opinion 
they have of your fincerity, they hang ii> 
fufpenfe, between the clearnefs of the truth 
which they cannot deny, and the duty <^ 
.charity which they would not oflFcnd. Where-» 
fore as nothing elfe keeps them from rejeâ* 
jng your A:andalou$ detraâions, but the good 
opmiiM they have of your veracity j if I can 
but wee convince them, that you have not 
fttch a bad opinion of calumny, as they think 
joa have, and that falfe accufations (accord* 
ing to yopr creed) are no impediments to £àU 
vation ; I fay, if I can prove this, no doubt 
but the force of truth will quickly oblige 
them to give no more, credit to your vile im- 
^potftuc^. And this. Fathers, I propofe to 
Jhcw in the following letter. 

I fhall not only prove that your writings 

^js^c fluffed with nothing but fcandal, but Khali 

L 3 go 
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^à ftîti farther. It fe pofiîblc to fey- a thing 
that is falfe, believing it to be tree ; bat the 
real liar is- he that lies with an intention 
to He; Now I (hall make it appear that^ you 
Fathers, calumniate and lie with thatt intcn- 
tio». And that you load your enemies, know- 
ingly and defignedly, with crimen of which, 
you pofitivcly know, they are innocent. . But 
why fo ? Becaufe you believe it may be done 
without falling from the ftate of grade* And I 
though you may know thispoint of your mo-| 
rality as well as I do j yet with youii leavfe. Fa- 1 
thcrs,I {hall once more lay it before your eyes:' 
and I do this, to remove all manner of doubt,; 
by fhewing to the whole vrarld, that I chal-i 
Icnge you with this fad, and will maintain it| 
to your faces, defying even your own con-l 
lidence to. deny it, without owning at th^ 
lame time the very thing with which I reH 
proach you. For this doârine of evil fpeak^ 
ing, (which I reproach you for) is fo notori^ 
bus in your fchools, that you have not onl^ 
Imaintained it in your books, but, which i^ 
the moft confummate impudence, in youl 
public difputations : as amongft other in thofc 
at Louvain in the year 1 645, in thefe termsi 
.** It is but a venial fin^to ruin the credit of ^ 
/^ falfe accufer, by charging him with falfl 

*' crimes r"* 



Digitized 



by Google 



LETTER XV. 151 

" crimes:*' ^idài non nifi 'oeniale Jit^ de* 
tmhentis autoritatem • rnagnam^ tîéu noxiam^ 
falfo crimine elidere ? And this doâtinc is fo 
much in vogue amongft you, that whoever 
dares to attack it^ you treat him as ai> igno- 
rant and fool-hardy fellow. 

And this was the cafe, not long ago, of 
father Qjtiroga, a German Capuchin; who 
oppofing this doétrine, was immediately tak- 
en up by your father Dicastillus, who 
gives us an account of the difpute in tfeefe 
words. De Juft» 1. 2. tr. 2. difp. 12. n. 
404. *' A certain grave religious Friar, bare- 
*' hoofed and deep cowled, cucullatus^ gym* 
^^ nopoda^ who fhall be namelefs, had the 
" impudence, amongft a fct of women juid 
" ignorant dunces, to cry down this dodrine 
^^ as pernicious arid fcandalous; affirming that 
** it wascontrary to good manners, and deftruc- 
^* tive of the peace of the State^ and all focicty, 
" and what is ftill worfe, not only repugnant 
** to all the dodors of the Church who ftile 
" themfelves Catholics, but to all thofe who 
** ever may become Catholics. But I have 
" maintained againft him, and do ftill main- 
" tain, that calumny, when made ufe of a- 
" gainft a calumniatpr, though it be a lie, 
" yet it is not (for all that) a mortal fin, nor 

L 4 a viola- 
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*' a violation dther of jftfiiee or cïOÊtkf. 
^^ And for a proof dF it, I fumtûicd Jbim not 
^' only with a vaft numbei" of our Fathers, 
'^ but whole Univtrfities of Jefuits^ all w&om 
^^ I had œnfulted ; amcxigft others the Rev. 
^* father John Gans, eonfeflbr to the Em- 
^^ peror; the Rev. father Daniel Bas- 
^^ T£L£^ confeâS)r to the Archduke Leo- 
** poLD; father Hen RV, fome time pre- 
•* ceptor to thofe tiW) Princes % all the pub- 
** lie and ordinary pi^flbrs of the Univcrfi- 
** tyof Vienna, (confiftihg wholly of Jc- 
** fiiits) 5 all the profeflbrs of the Ufiiverfity 
*' of Grats, (all Jcfuit6)j âjl the. prpfef- 
•* ibrsln the Univerfity of Prague» (where- 
** of the Jèfuîts are matters). From all 
^^ whom, I have by me their approhttioû of 
'^ my opinion, under their own bands and 
*• fealô : but befides all this, I have father 
^* Penalossa, a Jefuit, preacher to the 
*^ Emperor, and the King of Spain ; father 
♦"^ PiljLicerou, a Jefuit, and many more 
^* on my fide, who all judged this opinion 
^^ PR*oBAfex.E, before our difpute." 

You fee by this. Fathers, that there are 
few opinions which you have taketi fo mucH 
pains to efhbliAi as this, as indeed there arc 
few th^t can do you fo much fc^vice. Awj 

therefore^ 
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thoisfbre» yoU have giv«a it foch un authori-» 
^thttyour caTuiftsmake uib of it as an un?» 
doobted principle. As for example : ^^ It is 
^' certain, fays Caramo uel, n.. i i 5 i . that 
^^ it is a probable opinion, that a falfe accu- 
^' fation, when made to pre&nre a man's ho* 
^^ nour, is no mortal fin. For it is fupport- 
*^ ed by above twenty grave doâors, fiidi 

" aa^GASPAR HURTADO, DlCASTlLl-US, 

" Jefiiits, &c. 60 that if this doâxine is not 
'^ PROBABLE, there is hardly any one that 
^' is fo in the whole body of divinity." 

But what an abominable body of thedc^ 
mull: ûkàt be, and how corrupt, in afi it^s 
capital points, which thus informs us, that if 
this doârine, (viz. that it is no crime to ac« 
cafe a perfon falfly in defence of your honour) 
be not a probable, confdentious, and fafe doc** 
tnne, you will be very much puzzled to find 
one tli^t is ? How likely is it for diofe Fa-* 
thers, who hold this principle, to put it fome«* 
times inpra£tice? For* the corrapt inclina^ 
tions of men hurry them cm with fuch irn-^ 
petuofity, that if you take away the checks 
of confcience, it is no wonder if they laundi, 
out with all that vehemence which is natural 
to them. Shall I give you an example ? Ca» 
RAMOUEL will give you one in the fame 

place. 
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place. ^' This mainm, Ays hs; of.hàïcv 
ff DicASTiLLus the Jefuit concerning ca- 
f^ làïxmyy was. taught by a German-Counte& 
to the Emprefi's daughters } who believ- 
ing (as they were taught) that fcandaknis 
reports were at moft but venial fins, fpread 
fo much fcandal and &> many falfe vepons^ 
that in a few days the whole court was in 
f^ air uproar. Foryou cannot imagine what 
f ^ excellent ufe they made of it : fo much, 
f^ that to put a flop to this confufion, they 
** were obliged to have recourfe to a good 
*^ father Capuchin, whofe name was Qir i- 
5* ROGA, a man of a moft exemplary life ; 
^^ (and. this it was that occafioned father 
** DicASTiLLus's terrible quarrel withbim) 
*' who told the ladies plainly, that this max- 
** im was a very pernicious one, efpedally 
^' in the hands of women ; and then took 
^^ fuch particular care, that the Emprefs ab- 
." folutely forbad the pradtice of it. 

It is no wonder that this doârine has pro* 
4uced fuch mifchievous cfFeéts; it would have 
been a greater wonder, if it had not. Self- 
love is always ready enough to perfuadc us, 
that any afiault made againft ourfelves, is un- 
juft : and much more will it influence you, 
Fathers, whom vanity hath fo ftrangely hood- 
winked. 
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winked, that you would make the world 
Mievc in all your writings, that to tarnifli 
the honour of your fociety, is to tamiih the 
honour of the Church. And if that be the 
cafe. Fathers, there is no wonder if you put 
thiB maxim in praâide. For we muft not 
fay, (as they do that do not know you) 
how i woukl fuch pious and holy Fathers be«* 
lie their enemie^, which cannot be done with- 
out rifquing their own ialvation ? But on the 
contrary we muft fay, how! would thofe good 
•Fathers kt flip any opportunity to difcredit 
their encmiesi when they lay they can do it 
without rifquing their fouls ? 

Let us no longer be furprifed then to find 
the Jefoits aredetraâors : they are fo witha fafb 
<x>njrcienc6 1 and it is impoffîble they fhould 
-be otberwife 3 becaufe, by the credit they 
ha\ce in the world, they may defame whom 
they pleafe, w-ithout being awed by the juft- 
ice of men ; and by the credit they have u- 
^furped in cafes of confcicncc, they have fet- 
tled foch maxims, that they cap afperfe whom 
they plafe in defiance of the juftice of God, 

This is the fpring, Fathers, this the foun- 
tain from whence fiow fo many black im* 
poûiM-es, Hence it was that your father 
BuisAciER drew fo many, thafat laft he 

brought 
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hroDght upon him the cenfure of the Utc 
Archbifhop of Paris. This it was that en« 
gaged your father D'Anjou, openly io the 
pulpit, at the church of St. Benediâ in 
Paris, on the eighth of March, 1655, *^ 
exclaim againft thofe peribns of quality who 
received the diarity for the poor of Picardy 
and Champagne, (to whom they had been 
fuch large benefaâors themfelves.) And to 
affirm with a moft impudent and horrid lie, 
(enough to have deftroyed all forts of charity, 
was there any credit to be given to your ca- 
lumnies) ^' That he knew for a certain tmth, 
^' that thofe perfons had mifapplied the mo- 
^^ ney, and employed it againft the Church 
*' and the State/' Which ohligpd the curate 
of the pariih, who b a doâor of the Sor- 
bonne^ to preach next day on purpofe to re- 
fute this calumny. 

It was by the fame prindple, that your 
father Crasse T preadied fo many iropof* 
tures at Orleans, that the Bi£hop of the {Aace 
thought proper to fufpend him as a public 
impoftor, as appears by his mandate, dated 
Sept, 9th, wherein he declares, *^ That he 
*• forbids brother John Crass et, prieft of 
•' the focicty of Jesus, to preach in his di- 
** occfe, and all his peoffc to hear him, un- 
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" der pain of being guilty of a mortal difûbe** 
** dicnce: having been informed that the 
^* faid Crasse T had preached a fermoa 
** full of falfhood and detra6Hon againft tho 
" clergy of that city ; falfly and malieioufly 
** charging them with maintaining heretical 
'* and impious propofitions; fuch a$/ that 
" it is impoffible to keep the commands of 
" God 5 that a man can never refift internal 
'* grace J and that Christ did not die foe 
•* all men -, with others condemned by In- 
" NOCE NT the tenth." For this, let me tell 
you. Fathers, is your common impofturè, 
and the firft you make ufe of to vilify thofe 
whom you want to run down. But though 
you ca:n no more prove your charge againft 
thofe you calumniate, than father Cr asset 
can his, againft the clergy of Orleans," yet 
your confcience is pcrfedlly eàfy, ** becaufe 
*^ you believe that this method of reviling 
** thofe that attack you, is fo certainly aU 
*' lowable, that you dare declare it public* 
** ly, in the face of a whole city/* 

There is a remarkable inftance of this, in 
the difference that happened between yôtt and 
Mr. PuYS, parfon of St. Nicier^ at Lyons: 
and as this flory perfeâly difcovers^ what 
fort of fpirit pofTcffes you, I (hall take notice 

of 
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of the principal circumftanccs. You kn6\?«r, 
Fadiers, that in the year 1649, Mr. Puys 
tranflated into French an excellent book' writ- 
ten by another Capuchin, •* concerning the 
•^ duty and behaviour of Chriftians to their 
** own parifhes, againft thofe who would 
** intice them away," without ufing the leaft 
înveâive, without pointing at any particu-^ 
lar religious order, or perfon of it. Your 
Fathers, neverthelefs, looked upon this asf 
pointed at them 5 and forgetting the regard 
they fliould have had for an ancient paftor, 
judge in the Primacy of France, and highly 
honoured by the whole city j your father 
Alb Y wrote a moft virulent pamphlet againft 
him, which you yourfelves fold in your own 
church upon Affumption day ; wherein, a- 
mongft many other things, he was charged 
with " becoming fcandalous by his gallan- 
" tries, that he lay under the fufpicion of 
*' impiety, of being an heretic, an excommu- 
** nicated perfon, and in fhort deferved to be 
** burned." To this Mr. F u y s replied- : 
But yet father Alby in à fccond book per- 
fiftcd in his former accufations. Now, Fa- 
thers, is it not too evident that you muft.be 
either the bafeft of calumniators, or that you 
really believed all that was faid of that ^x>d 

prieft 
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prieft to be true ; and confequfSQidy^ that you 
/houkl have feen him perfe^iy . well acquttl»d 
of his errors, before you had thdjght hiw 
worthy to be enrolled as your friend ? 

Now, pray açtend. to what pafled at the 
reconciliation,— which was made in the pre* 
fence of a great number of the principal 
perfops of the city *, whofe names you will 
find at the bottom of the page, in the fame 
order ^s they flood in the very inftruinent 
drawn on purpofe to fettle this affair, Sept. 
^Sj 1650*. ^ But what did Mr. Puys fay 
before this numercnis affembly ? No more 
than this, (viz.) " That what he had writ- 
*' ten was not in the leaft levelled at the Je- 
*' faits : That he had only fpoken in gène- 
*' ral againft (uch as cauie the faithful to 
" wander from their own parifti chqrches 
** without the leaft defign of affronting their 
" fqciety, whom, on the contrary, he ho- 



♦Mr. DE Vil LB, Vicar-general of the Cardinal de Lyom * 
Mr. ScARRON, Canon and Minifler of St. PauKs; Mr. Mar- 
gat, Chanter j MeiT. Bouvavd, Sbvb, Aubbrt, and Der- 
VI EU, Canons of St. Nifier; Mr. du Gue'. Prefident of the 
Treafurers of France ; Mr. Groslier, Provoft of the mer- 
chants ; Mr, DB Flèche re y President and Lieutenant Gene- 
ral; MeiT. DE Boisât, de St. Romain, and de Bartoly, 
Gentlemen ; Mr. Burg soi s, the King's chief Advocate in the 
Treafury-oi&ce of France ; MeiT. de Cotton, Father and Son; 
Mr. Boniel; who all iigi^ed the original declaration with 
Mr. FuYS aod father Aljy. 
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••' Doured with an afFeâionate regard.** And 
without faying a word more, his apoftaiy, his, 
fcandal^ and his excCHnmunication all drop 
at once, without any recantation on his part, 
or previous abfolution. Whereupon father Al- 
,BY addreâbd himiblf thus to him, ^* Sir, the 
•* belief I was in that you attacked the fo- 
** ciety of which I have the honour to be a 
•• member, obliged me to take up my pen 
*' to anfwcr you; and I thought tltt manner 
^ in which I did it, was an allowable 
ONE; but now underftanding your int^in- 
tibn better, I here declare to you, "tH at 

•* NOW THERE IS NOTHING IN THE 

" WORLD which can hinder me from efteem- 
** ing you to be a perfon of a very iliunii- 
*^ nated underflanding ; of a profound and 
** ORTHODOX erudition ; of morals irre- 
** proachable; and in one word, a wor- 
•* thypaftorof your church. This decla- 
" ration I make with joy, and beg thefc 
" gentlemen to remember it." 

The gentlemen do remember it all very 
well. Fathers, and more were offended at 
your reconciliation, than were at your quar- 
rel. For who can help admiring father 
Alby*s fpeech ? He does not tdl us that he 
retraits becaufe Mr. Pvyi has changed his 

dodrîne. 
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ioMaty or .moral bdurlpur, bol only, 
<* hearing that bis inteotioa was not to nMd-> 
** die with jour focie^y nothing hinders him 
" ftçm being a good Catholic." if fp, it 
is plaia ftther ALU Y did i^ot really beUev« 
Mr. Purs to be an Heretic ; and yet, after 
he had,, contrary to his own knowledge» 
diarged him with it, ht does not acknow-i 
ledge lus fault, but rather, confidently averts» 
" That he believes the oanner of hii owa 
" proceeding, in regard to him, was Ai>* 



" LOWABLE." 



What are yon abwt. Fathers? Have yoii 
a' mind to let all the world Icnow that yon 
raeafhre men's faith and virtue by nothing b«l 
their good or bad opinion of your ibdety ? ( 
wonder you were not afi^d of making ycxir^p 
fdves pafi, by your own confeifion, fi>r im* 
pofioR and detraâors. 

How, Fathers ! ihall one and the ûan^ 
man,, without any alteration in.himfelf, but 
merely as he refpeâs or attacks your fode^» 
be Piocrs or impious, Unslambabxe, of 

SZCOMMUNICABLB, A WORTHY PASTOB. 
of THE CHUBCH, OR PIT TO 9t 

Ti^&QWN IN.TO THE FIRE, and io ihort, 

a Catholic or an Heretic ? Does then yopT 

language adnoit of no diftinâion between bfr 

Vol. II, M ing 
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îiig an advcrfary to ybxxt fciciety, and being an 
Heretic? A pretty fort of herefy this, Fathers! 
So then, when we meet with fo many good 
Catholics in your writings ftiled Heretics, yott 
mean no more, but " that you believe them 
•* to be your antagonifts/' 

It is proper, Fathers, that this orange 
language fhould be undcrftood, according to 
which, no doubt is ^to be. made, but that I 
am an egregious Heretic. And thereftarc is it, 
that in this fcnfe you fo often confer that 
name upon me. For you have no other rea* 
fon to cut me off from the communion of 
the Church, but becanfe you believe my let- 
ters do you a prejudice. And fo I have no- 
thing to do to become à good Catholic, but 
either to approve of your, corrupted morals, 
(which I cannot do without renouncing all 
fentimcnts of piety) or to perfuade you that 
I have no further defign than to promote your 
true.intereft. If you ackno\;dedge the laft, 
you are wonderfully recovered, I.muil own, 
from your error. But how inextricably 
foiuft I be involved in Jrerefy ! Forfince the 
purity of my faith prevents me from, dif- 
€i>gaging myfelf from this kind of error, I 
{hall never be quite clear of it but cither by 
betraying my own confcience, or by reform^ 
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iifg yoars ; 'till this be done, I muil remain 
a wicked wretch and an impoftor. For how-«- 
evcr faithful* I have been in quoting your paf* 
lagcs, you will cry it about every where, 
" Th^t he muft be an inftrument of the de- 
" vil to. charge you with things» of which 
" there is not the Icaft mark or hint in all 
" your writings :" and yét there will be no** 
thing in all, this, but what is agreeable to your 
own maxims and daily praâice : of fuch vaft 
latitude is the privilege of lying you enjoys 
Give me leave to produce aninftance, which 
I have picked out on purpofe, becaufe hy 
that I {hall eafily anfwer your ninth Im- 
pofture, which only deferves a curfory refu- 
tation. 

. About ten or twelve years ago you were 
repçoached with this maxim of father Bau- 
ny's, viz/ '* That it is permitted to look 
" out direâly, primo et per ss^ for the 
" next opportunity of finning, if it is con- 
** ducive to the fpiritual or temporal good, 
** either of ourfelves, or neighbour," tr. 4. 
q. 14. And he brings in this example, ^* It 
" is lawful for any one to go into places of 
" puyic proftitution to convert abandoned 
" women ; though it is very likely one may 
*^ fall into fin, from the feveral experiments 
Ma •' one 



Digitized 



by Google 



€4 

ce 



164 L E T T E R- XV.. 

^' Ope liad made before^, how liable ope h 
** to gîfe into? fin^ by iiot being able to itfift 
*^ their wanton carefles/** What anfwer did 
your father Caussin make to this in 1644» 
in his Apology for the Jefuits Society, pag^ 
J z8 ? " See but the place, fayis he, of fer 
*^ ther BaunV, read the page, the margin- 
al notes, what goes before, what comes 
after, nay read the whole book, you will 
^^ never find the leaft appearwce of fuch a 
" femencc; which could never enter into 
'^ die heart but of the moft unconfcionable 
'* abandoned wretch^ or be objeâed, to him 
^ butbya limb of the devil/' And your father 
PiNTsitEAU» in the fame ftile, i part, p. 
24, fays, ^^ He muft be an unconfcionable 
^* abandoned wretch indeed, that could teach 
*^ fp deteftable a doârine ) but he muft be 
*' worfe than a devil that gives it to father 
^* Bauny. Reader, there is not the leaft 
** mark or trace of any fuch thing in his 
" whole book/* Who would not believe, 
that men, who talk at this rate, had not reà- 
fon to complain ? and that father Bauny 

^ |vàs unjuftly accufed ? Have you affirmed any 
thing againft me in ftronger or more exprefs 
terms ? And how dares any man think that 

. anypaffage can be in that very place where 
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iî was quoted, when we are »i&rccl '* That 
^* there is not the fcaft fyllabk or fig* of it 
" in the whole book r 

Nodoutrt, Fathers, but this is the method 
to gain you credit 'till an anfwer appears; 
but give me leave to tdl you, it is the me* 
thodalfo to take away that credit afierwatds. 
For it is vexy plain that you told a lie then, 
becaufc now you readily confefs in your an* 
fwers, that this is not only father BAtJHY'i 
maxim, but in the very place whcfe it ^u 
cited : but what m^ft taifes one's adhiif;atk>a 
18, tliat what was DETBSTABtE twelve 
years ago, is now grown fo innocent^ 
thait in the hinâi Impofbire, p. lo. you 
chargé nie ** with ignorance and malice for 
^^ quarrelling with father Bauny, upon aa 
^* opinion which was never rejcdcd by the 
'' fchools:*' 

How happy it is, to have to do with peo- 
ple that will talk^re^ and con ! By this means 
yoa furnifh me with all I wanted, which 
was to make you confute yourfelves. For I 
have but two things to prove, firf):, that this 
maxim is a very bad one ; and fecondly, that 
it is father Bauny*s ; and this I ffiall do by 
your own confeffion, thus: m 1644, you 
acknowledged this maxim to be détesta-* 

M 3 BLEj 
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BLE J and in 1656 you allowed it to be fa- 
ther B A u N Y 's. Though this double confef- 
fion be enough to juftify me, yet it is ftill of 
a further ufe, as it difplays the fpîrît of your 
POLITICS. For, I conjure you to tell me, 
what end do you propofe by your writings ? 
Is it to let us know your minds with fince-^ 
rity ? No, Fathers, that cannot be, becaufe 
your anfwers contradidt one another. Is it 
to follow the truth of faith ? Neither can 
that be, becaufe you countenance a principle, 
which by your own confeffion is detest- 
able. But take this . confideration along 
with you, that when you faidithis maxim 
was DETESTABLE, you denied at thé fame 
time, that it was father B a u n y's ; and 
therefore he was innocent : and when you 
allow it to be his, you fay it is a good one, 
and, confequently he is innocent ftilL So thaf, 
father Bauny*s innocency being the: only 
thing that is common to both your anfwers,' it 
is evidept that. is the only thing you drive at: 
and, to juftify your own Fathers, (your only 
objed) you will not hefitate to afErm that the 
fame maxim, is, or is not in your books, 
is GOOD or BAD 3 not according to truth, 
which never changes, but according to your 
iotçreft, which varies every moment; 

How 
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. How wide a ficjld have you here laid open 
to my remarks upon this fubjcâ: ! For you fee 
it is proved to demonftration. And yet you 
are guiky of this way of proceeding every 
day. But to omit a thoufand others^ I hope 
you will be fatisfied if Iprefentyou with on- 
ly one example naore. 

You have been rqproached, at fevçral 
times, for another propofition of the fame 
father Bauny, tr. •4. q.^22, p. 100. ** A 
" prieft ought not to deny or delay abfolu- 
** tion, to fuch as remain in habitual fins, 
" repugnant to the laws of God, of nature^* 
'^ and of the Church ; though they do not 
*^ difcover the leaft hopes of a future amend- 
** menf :^ etfi, emendationis futura /pes nuL 
** k apparent r ^ 

Now I want to knçw. Fathers, who, in 
your own opinion^ has niadc the beft reply to 
this, your father PiNTEREAu, or your fa- 
ther Br I. 8 AC 1ER, who both vindicate father 
Bauny, after your two different manners? 
One condemns this propofition, but at tha 
fame time'denies it to be Bauny's j the o-» 
ther allows it to be Bauny's, but then juf- 
tifies it too. Pray hear them difcourfe : fa- 
ther PiNTEREAU, pag. 18, harangues in 
thismançer; ^^ What can be called break-». 
M 4 ' " ing 
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^ iflg^lihe beoMb bf ë& tomèetjr; andvoat^ 
«' fiitâog hiapoéiaititBùSt M: it tà^ttt |b^> fi» 
<* diar^atfaerBAViiywilkftiehsdatninUb 
** «barise» as if fae ^V9fl àUowed on «ttlttfids 

V to be guilty «rf it ? |iidlgje.^eùoii leadcf, 
« o£ the baftinefi of tUt iknàtt r ^ ^«^htt 
<* ibrt of folks tbe Jefiiits bavfcJo ded ttJth, 
** aod then tell me, if^t aotbûr of fiabbdc 
" a hiûiooà ooght not id be iàali^ heac6> 
** ferdi and forever die in ier pwief df dus Fa- 
•* AerofUcs." «j. .1.. 

Attd now let us bear vthat ytm SaEMi 
Brisacier fays, 4. p. pag. 21.-** itia^v«q|r 
** trae tbat fatber Bavny utjts, «lèat yol 
*' hate reported of him," (tiùs ' ja pbinfy 
^ving father PiNTSitBAu aie He)* ftôt 
then, to juftify £utfaer Baumy» be adds, *Mf 
*' you, who reprove this, âiooM wait, when 
your penitent is atyonr feet, 'dil fa».guart 
dian Angel ihould pawn all the tide he 

V hath to heaven, fc^ the good behanouir 
** of his waid ; or Aay 'till GoD Altxà^tf 
'* fliall {wear l^ himftlf dut David Uèd, 
** when he faid by tn^ratbn of the HcAy 
** Ghoft, that all men are liars, deocdtiiid 
** and frail ; and diat the penitent before yoa 
*' is not a greater liar, nu>re fi^l, more fickle^ 
** or more a finner éua all ctth^rs j" (I iay 

if 
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Hytm^ MnSk^rfaiék rftrobg^teftiBlêQ^' be- 
^)re yott^e abfohitiofi): *f theidoo^iof :Jfi> 

Wiiit do yow think) fltthos, of «iiofe wil4 
and' itagioûê oqpnflioàs-f Wlnt, is waiting 
"* - /iitt dloreJs âiàaoàape of a fisner'i amonA- 
*^ oieltt/* bdor» ^oti gi«6 hiin abfohslidi^ 
jfliéikme fàâagaM wtdtiag *' 'till Goi» Al- 
f* tù^htf ihaXt ôke» bf imnfelf ^at be 
f^ïbOLs&aaà itùotti" Whàt^ k ûbok no 
diâiîieaei between hopc and ctoatAtiuvY ? 
IfAk nijttibite ii it to thè grace ai Jn^vi 
^Klctsrt; to %, tluEt there is Httle péffû»- 
iity ihat Chriftiaiu ^xuld ihake off the (ins 
ftaiutaitlsd againft Goo, aatore* andvthe 
Qtkiifeh ;' chat we cannot &> modi as iiope 
fbr it, ^* anlels tliie Hdy Ghoft Im: a liar t^ 
Ibthat, ooGondÊOg to yoa, ifabfi^tkm be 
flot givch. io thoiè, ** £-oin whom you expeâ: 
'* no'aoïendment,'' the Ubod of Jssirfii 
Gbkist WooM ise of no ferrioe, becs»ife "it 
t* wookt neirer be applied to any man." 
What a tettdble coadkioa. Fathers, has this 
k&moderate defife to prderve the ^ory and 
ïepatatiim of your axnhors reduced yea to ! 
£nceyott can end but twowaystojuftify^em 
1^, «/«. \3^ impoihire, or by kapkty i and 
l^ni the ropft iAaoccat' wsr|^, of t^ two, for 

your 
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your defence is bcddly to deny the m^fl: evi- 
dent faâs. 

And this is ^^t I find you frequently 
do. But that is not all : to render your ene- 
mies odious, you forge writings, as the ^* Let- 
" ter from a minifler to Mr. Arnaui^d," 
which you difperfed all over Paris, to no^ke 
people believe that the book of frequent 
communion approved of by fo many Biàiops 
and Dofitors, (but irideed a little contrary to 
your fentimcnts) was written by fome fecret 
intelligence with the minifters of Charenton. 
Sometimes your Fathers writings, qpoo your 
enemies are full of impiety, as the/^ Circu- 
*' cular letter of the Janfenifts," whofe im- 
pertinent flile deteâs the.groffnefs of that 
cheat, and betrays, but too palpably, the ridi- 
culous malice of your father Meynier, 
who had the afTurance to quote it, p. 28. to 
fupport the blackéft of his calumnies. Some- 
times you cite books thiat never were in the 
world, as '' The Conflitufions of the bleffed 
** Sacrament :" frpm whence you bring paf- 
fages that never exifted but in your own 
brains, and fuch as would make the hair ftand 
on end of any fimple perfon, who does not 
know with what confidence you .'can invent 
lies as well as pubUfli them, 

la 
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In fhort, there is not any kind of calam^ 
ny which you have not made i ufe of j and 
the maxim, which juftifies it, could never 
have fallen in^d better hands. 

'But fuch détraâîons,: as above mentionedi 
aretoo' plain, and therefoçe eafily refuted ; 
for which reafonvyou have fomc of a. nioni 
difguifcd' and fùbtlè nature, which particular 
rize nothing, in order to cut off all poffibility 
of anfwering them ; .as when father Br i sau- 
cier fays,' ^* That his enemies are guilty of 
" fuch abominable crimes, that he will not 
-* fo'much as- name them.'* Db not you 
think it impoflible to detedl an.accùfatiôn {q 
indeterminate ? Yet a certain cunnirtg man 
has found out that fecret too^ and who (hbul4 
that be but à Capuchin too 3 you feem. to 
me, Fathers, to be very unlucky in Capu«* 
chins, and I foreièè, 'one time or other, you 
•will. be as unfortunate in Benedidiris. This 
Capuchin is called father Valerian, of tht 
hoùfc.of the Counts DE Magnis. I w!U 
tell you, by this little ftory, how he anfwdr- 
cd your blind accufations. He had happily 
fucceeded in converting the Landgrave ^f 
D a R M s T A D T . But your fathers, as^ if they 
had been forry to fee a Tovereigh Prince coti- 
vertcd tb'thefaith^ by any one but by them- 
gr * ' felves, 
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felvesy immediately wroie a book agaînft 
hiin^ (for yoa per&cnte good mcàfi wherever 
ypa fold them) and falfifying one of the Ca» 
puchin'8 paflkgeSy they charged him with he^ 
KSTXCAL doârine: and publifhed zVètXxx 
too againft him» wherein they iaid^ *^ O 
^' how many thin^ could we diicover i^^ainft 
^* youT' without mentioning' what thej 
were ^' and which woui^give yqo the titmooft 
^' affliâbn 1 For if yon do not take case to 
^' mend your manners, we (hail be forced to 
^^ let the Pope and Cardinals khowof ^them.*^ 
That i$ no bad invention ; and I do not 
4oubt» Fathers^ but you tell them the £tme 
of me : but now oiind what anfvter he msim 
in lus book printed laft year at Pragnie in 
the 1 12 and following pages. *^ What ihall 
^' I do (fays he) againft tfao& vague and. un- 
^' certain defamations ? How fhatl I refute 
^* accufittions not explained ? The» is, how- 
^' ever a methpd of doing it, which is this; 
^* I openly and publicly dedaœ to thofe 
*^ who threaten me in this manner^ that they 
'^ are the moft confummate knpoAbrs, t}»^ 
** moft accomplifhed and moft impudent li- 
^^ ars^ if they do not publifli thofe crknes to 
•* the whole world. Aroear then, ye 
^ mine accuiers/ appear^ and publiih thde 
"^ ^ things 
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V things on the houfe top, which as yet yov 
^* have only whifpercd j and under that feal 
*^ of fkcrccy vended your lies With greater 
*' aflurance. Some people think the(e dijfi 
^^ pûtes fcandaloQS : it is true indeed, it is 'à 
'' liorrid fcandal to charge me with no left 
^ a crime than herefy, and make me fuî^ 
** peâed of many other crimes./ But for my 
** part, all I do is to bring a remedy for that 
^ fcandal, by maintaining and clearing my 



^* innocence.** 



Upon niy word, Fathers, you feem to be 
but in a very bad way } and never maa 
wa$ Ibetter juftified. For it muft be im- 
lolTible for you to produce the leaft fliadow 
of a cnmê agaihft him, fince you have not 
anfwered iuçh a challenge. You meet with 
abundance of fuch troublefom rubs to get 
over, but yet you are never the better for 
them r for fome time after, you attacked him 
again in the fame manner, on another fub- 
jeâ, and he returned you the fame anfwer» 
p. 1^1. ^* Thcfc fort tof fellows, fays he, 
^ who are become infupportablc to all Chri- 
** ftendom, under pretence of devout work;^ 
^ are afpiring after grandeur and domination^ 
^^ by making all laws, divine, human, po- 
^' fiti ve and natural^ fobfervient to their own 
"^ • ^ '*view$. 



Digitized 



by Google 



174 LETTER JLV. 

•* views. They draw, firft, either by their 
** doarine or by hopes or fears, all the porw- 
^* ers of the earth after them, and then a- 
f* bufe their authority, to bring. about their 
** own deteftablc, intriguing fchemcs. And 
yet their machinations, though never fd 
wicked, are fo far from being punifhed 
or oppofed, that on the contrary they are 
** even rewarded ; which makes thein go 
" on with the fanie confidence as if they were 
** doing God fervice. All the world is fen- 
** fible of this, and all fpcak of it with ex- 
** ecratipn ; but few, very few date refift 
V fo powerful a tyranny. That, tafk "how- 
*5 ever I have, performed. 

" I have* fk)pped their impudence t)ncc 
^* before, and I will do it ^gain in the fame 
:** manner. I declare therefore to . all the 
•* world that they [the Jefuits] are most 
ÏMPUDENT liars: Mentiri impuden- 
dentijjîmè. If the things they accufe n^ 
of be true, let them be proved, or let my 
accufers from henceforth and for ever ftand 
convided of a most impudent lie. 
After this challenge, all men will fee who 
is in the right, they or I. It is my re*- 
queft therefore; to all' the world, to ob^- 
ferve how they will slOl in this affair. And 

*^ in 



cc 
cc 



Digitized 



by Google 



LE T:T E R XV. 175 

'^ in the mean time to take particular notice^ 
** that thefe very gentlemen,» who cannot 
■^ bear the Icafl: aflFront*whèn*it^ is in their 
** power to repuMe it, will, in appearance at 
'^ Ibaft, . patiently bear the greateft, when it 
*' is not in their power to prevent it : and 
♦* fo, with à .c^intcrfeit vjrtue cover their 
" real weaknefe. For which reafon, I have 
" the more dcfignedly. provoked their mo* 
" defly, that the raoft illiterate may difcern, 
•^ that, if. they hold their peace, their pa- 
" tience will not be t^ie refult of their meek- , 
" nefs, but of their gitiltiness of con- 
" fcience.". 

So.far the Capuchin, Fathers; who con- 
dudes thus : " This fet of men, whofe hi- 
" ftosiea are To well known to all the world, 
" arè-fo fiotorioufly wicked, and fb iijfo- 
** lent' withal from their impunity, that I 
'^ muft^ have renounced Jesus Christ arid 
" his Church, if I had not detefted their 
" proceedings in this public manner, as weU 
" to vindicate myfelf, as to prevent the fim- 
" pie from l?eing feduced by them/' 

This honeft Capuchioi Fathers, has cut 
off from . your . reverences all poiEbiKty of 
making a retreat. You are now convidted of 
being profcflbd detraftors, and muft defend 

yourfelve» 
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yoirtffidves by yopr maxim^ thit thii kiad of 
Ciliiiimx ift no crime tt ail. Tbis Father 
bu ibittd out the lêcrot of ftofi^iig your 
asouths ; ao4 indeçd it is the only way, w^cn-» 
ever your accoiktiocis vraot proû£ Tbe beft 
anfwer to every one of you, is that of the 
Capnchin faduer,. jumn^imis jMfUJ^MNrissr^ 
me\ For what other anfwer can be i^ves 
to Either Brisacibr forinflaace, «fan he 
Uf^ that liis opponents ^* are the fiiBB of 
«^ hcQ/the chief prieOs of the devil^ defti^ 
^*n tote of faith^ hispe, and charity; boildecs 
^^ up of the treafury of Aatiofarift f Whidi 
*^ (fiiys he) I do not fay by way of leproacfa^ 
f ( bat is forced to it 1^ tnith/' Would any 
one.aliw^Fe himielf the troabk tO'pnve^ 
*^ Hiat he ij not the gates of hell^ or does 
^^ not build up the treafury of Antichriâ: f " 

Agaipa what other anfwer can I wokm to 
all that wild fbi£F\trhich Imeet with in your . 
books and adverttfements upon my Letters f 
As for example } ^^ That ibme f^ks af^ly 
^^ to their own ufe what was put btp their 
*^ hands by way of reftitution, and by that 
'* n^eans bring the creditors to beggaiy : 4hat 
'^ bags of money have been offered to cer« 
^^ tain learned Monks who have refufed them : 
^ t|iac benefices have been coiiferred^ for no 

•^ ^er 
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other ptirpofc bot to preach up hercfya- 
gainft the faith. That fomc of the high- 
eft fignity in the Church, and ^ principal 
** efficers in fovcreign Courts, are pcnfioners 
^^ of the Janfcnifts : that I myfclf am a 
*^ pe'nficMier of Port-Royal, and that I wrote. 
*^ KOMANCEs, before I wrote my Letter»/* 
I wri£e romances ! I never fo much as read 
one in all nay life ; or fo much as know the 
naitnes of thofc written by your own apologift. 
What can I fay to all this hat— menttris im-- 
pudenff Jitney imlcfs you will name the pcr- 
fôns, tell what they faid, and when, and 
vâ^crc ? lEither relate and prove all the cir- 
cvmAahces,-^ as I have done in my (lories of 
father Albv^ and John d'Alba, or çlfe 
be'fifent Î for otherwife let me tell you, you 
will twrt hone but yourfelvcs. The world 
pbrl&ps might give fome advantageous credit 
to your fables, before it knew your principles, 
buf 'feow that the curtain is drawn, and all dif- 
cdfveî3sd,' when you offer to whifper ** That 
"a perfon of probity, who would not have 
•' hfe tiame mentioned, told you moftterri-i 
** ble things of fome folks,'' you will be 
prefently put in mind of the MimiRia îm-- 
Fuz>JSNiîssîMs' of your good Capuchin Fa- 
ther. 

Vol. II. N You 



Digitized 



by Google 



X78 LETTER XV; 

Yd» hare but too long impofed upcm the 
worlds and abufed diat credit which waB 
given «0 yt)ur hnpoftuctes» It n hi^ time 
to redore the réputation of tfaofe whom yoQ 
had afpeified* Fdr what innocenœ is there 
that cart be fo univerfally acknowfedgpd but 
what mdft fufFer fon^ Âain, firocn theoon*. 
édent impoftures of a £xiety which is ^read 
over the face of the whde earth ? Who, un- 
der the garb of rdrgibus men, cover foals 
fb void of religion as to commit fuch a crime 
as defamation, and afterwards, defend it by 
an avowed maxim of their own coinibg. , 
- I hope the world then will excufe me for 
deflroying that confidence which mig^t at 
firfl be fepofed in you 3 fincc it is much 
greater juftice to preferve, for fo ma]i(y as you 
have injured, ^hat reputation of piety which 
they ought not to be robbed of, than to leave 
you that reputation of fincerity which you do 
^ notdeferve. 

But as one cannot be done without the 
tother, it îs abfolutely neceflâry,to let the 
•world know, what fort of creatures you are, 
TThk is what I have now entered upon, but 
to go through with- it will take up a good 
^eal more of my time : however. Fathers^ 
I give you my word, the world (hall foe it^ 

and 
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and I defy year whole politics to guaranty 
jou from it. ; For all the ^orts you caa 
éaxploYtù hinder it^ will only fhew^ çven to 
pcrfons of the Icaft penetration, that you were 
a&aid, and your own confciences condeoin'^ 
ing you fw what I might further fay, will 
prove you li^ve done all you could to pre*^ 
vent it» 

I anij Sir^ &c« 
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Dec. 4; 16^6. 
Rev. Fathers, 

I Come now to the reft of your calumnies^ 
but I (hall anfwer in the firil place, thofe 
that remain of your advertisements. 
But, as all your other books are equally full of 
thjsm, I Hiall not want ample matter to en* 
tertain you on this fubjeâ, as long a$ I £baU 
judge it proper. ^ 

As to your idle ftory againff the Biihop of 
Ypres, which We meet with in all your writ- 
ings, I take upon me to fay, that you .ma«» 
licioufly abuie fome doubtful expreiSons m 
one of his letters ; which being capable of a 
good fenfe fhould be taken in a good fenie^ 
according to the charitable fpirit of ^th^ 
Church ; and cannot indeed be taken other* 
" '^ wife. 
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Wife, but by the malicious fpirit of a Jcfuit. 
For when he fays to his friend, "Do not trou- 
** bie yeorfelf fo much about your nephew | 
** for I will fupply him witji what he wants 
" out of the money I have in my hands ;" 
why fliould you conftrue thofe words as if he 
meant to take that money as never intending 
to repay it, rather than as laying fo much of 
it out at prefent, intending to make it good 
afterwards ? But how came you to be guilty' 
of fo great an imprudence as to prove your- 
felves liars, by your own teftimony from 
the Bifliop's other letters of your own print- 
ing, by which it plainly appears that what 
money he [the Bifhop] laid out was only by 
way of ADVANCE MONEY, which he was 
afterwards to reitnburfe? This is evident from 
the letter (which to your confiifion you pub- 
lished) bearing date July 30, 16 1 9, which 
fays cxprefly, " Do not trouble yourfelf a» 
bout ADVANCE-MONEY, he fhall not 
want any thing as long as he is here/' And 
from that of Jan. 6, 1620, where he %s, 
*^ You are too preffing ; but (hould I be calK 
^« cd upon to give in my accounts immed;- 
** ately, I do not doubt but that the little 
** credit I have in this place, will yet be ç- 
** nough for me to make up the money upon 
*^ . occalion/* N 3 You 
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You fee. Fathers, you îare as great îta* 
poftors în what you fay about the BUhpp, as 
In your ridiculous ftory about the poor's box 
of St. Merry. For what fcrvice has that ac- i 
cufation done you, which one of yoar en- 
gines brought againft die poor dergyman, 
whom you wanted to tear in pieces ? Muft 
we conclude that a man is guilty bccaufe he 
is accufed?God forbid, JFathersj bccaufe men 
of his friety may be accu&d for ever, as teng 
as there are calumniators in the world like 
you, We muft not then judge of him from 
his accufation, but from his fenterice. Now 
the fentence pafled the 23d of Feb. 1656, 
(ibfolutely cleared him : and what is more, 
the very perfon who foolifhly engaged him- 
felf in this iniquitous profecution, was not &nH 
ly difowned by his collègues, but obliged to 
Tetraift all he had faid. And as to what 
you fay in the fame place of that ^^ famous 
*' dîfeâ:or who enriched himfclf m a mof- 
^^ ment, to the value of 900,000 livres,** 
I fhall only refer you to the minifters of St. 
'Rock and St. Paul, who can fatisfy all Parîs, 
us well of that geptletnan's equity, as your 
inexcufablç maliçç, m this your fo bafe îm^ 
'pofture,. 

But 
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But to dwell iiQ lop^r upon (mh tri^ng 
ùÀÊties, whioh arc OQtbiog mcjre jth4n thp 
Hide /ef&y^ of your oovic^, jet u$ çon^e now 
to the bold .important âxolats of your pro- 
feiTors. And here. Fathers, I û^ll Igy opeç 
cfic of the blackeft cftlwimkiB tbjtt the utnioft 
effort of your mofl exalted genius h9§ ever pro- 
duced. I nsean your uitoier^JbJe impudence 
in charg^i>g hdy Nuns, and their dîreâors, 
with " disbelieving the royftery of tranfub- 
'* ftamiation, and the real prefence of Jesus 
" Christ in the fiucharift." 

This, Rev« Fathers, Is a bold knpofture 
indeed, and worthy only to proceçd from 
you! This is fiicb a crime which none but 
Gov hinafclf can.puniih^ and jaone hut yo\i 
Je&iits could ever commit One ought to bp 
as Jhumble as thoib injured maids, to be ablp 
to bear it patiently, and as wicked as their 
;(candalou6 accufers^ to believe it. I do not 
pœtend therefore to justify them; for 
they .are not fo much ^ suspected. Xf 
they wanted advocates, they might foon find 
better, than I am. lihall not undemke' their 
juftificatk^n; they lye under no fufpicion qf 
your charge. Had they occafion for cham- 
pions they, would foon find out more able one's 
than I am. What I ihall fay to it b but tp 
N 4 denionrtratc 
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demôhftràte your maBce, and not tbl^' in- 
nocence. I will by to make you here abhor 
your ovra felves, and convince the whole 
world that you are capable of £tying, ^nd 
doing any thing. 

Notwithftanding all this, I know Tcfy wdl 
you will not hefitate to fay, that I hai^ feme 
relation to Port-Royal, for that is the firft 
thing you fay againft thofe that (^)pofe your 
extravagances ; as if no one could have «$d 
enough to defend the purity of the chriftian 
dpdtrine againfl you, but who muft come&cMn 
Port-Royal. I am not unacquainted, Fatiiers, 
with the great merit of thefe pious redoies, 
who have retired to that holy folitude, nor how 
much the virhole Church is obliged to th^n û>r 
their very folid and edifying virorks, I know 
like wife; their piety and enlightened underftand- 
ing. For though I was never fettled amongft 
them, as you would make the world believe, 
without fomuch as knowing who I am, yet 
am I acquainted with some of them, and 
honour the virtue of them all. Bot God 
hath not comprehended in that iingle oocn- 
munity all fuch as he will employ to ftop 
your enormities. And I hope, by his affift- 
ance, to make you fenfible of it. And if 
be grants me his grace to fupport me in the 
} defign 
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-defign he prompts me. to, which is, to em^ 
.ploy allhis gifts in his iibrvice, I fhall treat you^ 
Fathers/ in fuch a manner, as to make ybure^ 
gret you had not a Port-Royal man to deal with» 

And to {hew you. Fathers, that I mean 
it, wherefts they, whom you have fo much 
injured fay your infamous detraâions^ content 
theniielves with offering up to God their fighs 
and groans, to obtain his gracious pardon for 
your fins ; I, who am not at all concerned ia 
your calumny, find myfelf obliged to makeyoa 
afhamed o( it, before the face of the whole 
•Churchy and fb to work in you, if poflible, 
that ialutary confufion fpoken of in Scripture, 
as almofl the only remedy for hearts harden* 
ed and fleeled like yours ; ^' li'ill their faces 
** with fhame, that they may feek thy nam^ 
*' O Lord : Iif^le fades eorum ignomintâ^ 
" îâ quarent nomen tuum^ Domine'* 

But this infolence of yours, which tradu- 
ces the moft facred recefles, muft have a flop 
put to it. After fuch a calumny as. this, 
who can be fafe ? What, Fathers! publicly to 
fix it up in all the flreets of Paris, that there 
is io fcandalous a book with the nanie of 
your father Meynier at the hpad of it, and 
with this infamous title ? " Pprt-Royal and 
^* Geneva united agifiinfl: the moft Holy Sa- 

** crament 
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^^ crament of the Altar V* Wheixiin yoo ac> 
coTe not only Mr. pe S. Cykan^ ^ Afe. 
Arhauld of this apoftafy } but alio mo- 
ther Agnes, his ûùcr, aikl all the Nius of 
that mcxiaftery:» " Whofe faith, you %, p. 
<^ 96, is as much fufpeâed conoemiag t^ 
** Hdy Eucharift, as that of Mr. Arn avld, 
^^ whom you affirm to be, p. 4* a downright 
« aivinift/' 

Now I appeal to all the world, if there 
ht any commuiiity in the Church, cm whom 
you could throw fuch an abominable invec-* 
dre, with kfs appearance of tmth ? For if 
diejfe Nuns and their direâors were ^' united 
^* with Gttieva againft die moft Holy SaCiSi^ 
^' ment of the altar," (which cannot be 
rthonght on without horror) pray tell me, 
«Fathers, why fliould they ha¥e taken, for the 
principal objeâ of their devotion, die Sacra* 
^ment which they hold in abomination ? Why 
ihould they have added to their rule the iii^ 
cftitutionQf the bleHedSacrameot? Why ihouM 
'they have taken the habit of the blefled Sa- 
crament ? Why taken the nanoe of the Nans of 
the blefled Sacrament? Why call their church 
the church of the blefled Sacrament? Why 
ihould they petidon for,and obtain fromRome, 
.the confirmation of this inftttofion^ widi 
J the 
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Ihc privflege to repeat ^voYThurfday, the 
office of the ble£fed Sacrament, in whidithe 
fahb .^f the Churth is ib perfeétily exprefled; 
if thef bad ^^ coof^nred with Cenera to de» 
'* ftroy that faith of the Church r Why 
ïhottlé they ol^ge themfelvcs, by a peculiar 
devotioh <^' their own, and approved of too 
by the Pope, to have night and day without 
intermifTion Nuns ftanding before die pre- 
fence of that Sacred Hoft, to atone by diea: ' 
peipetual adorations cS this perpetual SxA- 
£ce, lor the wickednefs of that herefy which 
Hcnifeavoure to^deftroy it ? 

Now, Fathers, give fome reafon, if yoti 
can, why, of all the myfteries of our reli- 
gion, t^y (hould tejeâ: thofe that they A> 
believe, to embrace that which they do not 
believe ? And, why iSiould they devote them- 
ièlvés in lb full and abfohte a pianner, M 
Aât myfteiy of our faith, if they tocSc it as 
Heretics do, for the myftery of iniquky? 
What reply can you make. Fathers, tofudi 
evidient teilimonies as tbefe, not only decla- 
rations but anions, and that not fome pard- 
ctlkr' aâ:îons neither, but a whole courfe of 
' îîfe entirely devoted to the âdoratbn of J«* 
stjs Christ reading upon our altars ? Or, 
what îHîfwer can you mahe to thofe books 

which 
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whiqh you tmpitte to Port Royai, which ait 
fulf qf the moft precife terms which the Fa-» 
theirs and CouncUs maée ufe of to eaq^refs 
the very eflèûce of this myftery ? It is a r^ 
(liculous, but at the fame time, a horrid 
thing, to fee how you anfwer this in your 
libel ;--*as for inftance, Mr. Arnauld, you 
&y^ fpeaks very well of " trans f^s-tak-^ 
•^ TiATiON," but perhaps he means " a fi- 

«* CURATIVE TRANSUB8TANTIATION." 

He profeflbs indeed to believe the ^' real 
•* PRESENCE," but who ever told us that 
he underflands it '' of a true and real 

•* FIGURE?" 

Where are we now, Fathers ? And whoip 
could you not pafs upon the world for a CaU 
vinift whenever you pleafe, if you take the 
licence to corrupt the moft canonical and &« 
cred expreffions that can be, with the ma- 
licious fubtilties of your new-coined equivo- 
cations. For who ever made ufc'of any o- 
ther terms than thefe, particularly in plain 
difcourfes of piety, where controverfy has 
nothing to do ? And yet the love and reipeâ 
they have for that holy myftery, have given 
them an opportunity to fpeak fo fully upon 
it, that I defy you. Fathers, with all your 
canniog, to fin4 in aU their wrUii^ the b^ 

ihadow 
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fliadow oS ambfgâit5% or cotiiptianoe widi the 
tenets of Geneva. 

' Bvory body knows, Fathers, that the ^e-^' 
refy of Geneva confifts eflentially, as you tclt 
Qs yourfelvcs, in believing that Je sirs 
Christ is not contained in this Sacrament': 
that it is impoffible for him to be in different 
places at the fame time ; that he is really and 
tmiy. no where but in heaven ; and that it i^ 
there only he ought to be adored, and noè 
upon the altar: that the fubftance of the bread 
remains: that the body of Jesus Christ 
does not enter into the mouth or ftomach t 
that he is only eaten by faith ; and confe-^ 
quently, the wicked do not eat him at all : 
and that the mafs h fo far from being a fa^ 
lailBiœthat it is an abomination. Now, Fa^ 
thers^ examine a little in what manner ^^thé 
" writings of Port Royal correfpond with 
** Geneva." And you will find to your con* 
fufion, *^ That the flefli and blood of jEStrs 
^' Christ are contained uAder the fpedes of 
-* bread and wine." Mr. Arnauld's fecoftH 
fetter, pag. 259* *' That the Holy of Ho- 
*^ lies is pre&fit in the fanâxtary, and that 
** he ought to be adored there." ibid. pag. 
^43. " That Jesus Christ dwells irtfin- 
!' nv$ who communicate^ by the true > and 

'* real 
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^' real preibicec^ hie body in tbcirik>«ii^^ 
•< though not by the prdeiH» of his %irit 
V ia their hetft&" Freq. Comm; 3 part. 
^Itmp. 16. '^ That the detdaihes of the Saint» 
^* bodies derive their principal dignity from 
^* that ieed of lile remaining in t^eqi, aâer 
^^ the touching the immortal and «nMvtning 
** fiefliof Christ/' 1 part. chap. 40;** That 
•* it is not through any natural power, but 
•'* through God's omnipotence (to whidi 
*^ nothing, is impoiiible) that : the body of 
^^ Christ is not only contained in the Hoft 
?^ but in the minuteft part; of every Hoft/' 
Tbedog. Fam. Lee. 15. ^^ That ^e dwine 
5* virtue is prefent to prckkiQe that <âk£kj 
•* which *hc words of coniecration inteAd.'.' 
ibid. *' That Jesoo Christ who is hûm>- 
^' bkd and W low Upon the altar, is at the 
** fame time elevated in his glory : that he, 
/^ by himielf, and by his own power^ is in 
/' feveral places at the fame time ; as wdi m 
^^ the midh of the Church miKtant asd dine* 
y rant, as in the midft of the Church tritni- 
J' phant.". Of fufpehfion,reafiin ar; *^That 
/^ the facramental fpecie$*s wmain fufpended, 
** and fubiift after an extraordinary mannet, 
without being upheld by any ûibjeâ;, and 
that the );xx^ of Jssua Christ isialike 

manner 
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îoiaAQér fttfpended under the £p^cies's, but 
"' doea not depend upm them^ as fubibnH 
\^ ces depend upon accidents/* ibid. 2p 
'' That the fubflance of the bread is change 
^^ ed, the accidents remaining unchangeable/* 
In the pro£b hours of the bleiSbd Sacranient; 
-^ That Jesus Christ r^ofes in the Eu^ 
" charift, wi(h the fame ^ory that he has 
*^ in heaven/' Letters of Mr. St. Cyrar^ 
torn* I. let.. 93. ^^ That his glorious huma*^ 
" nity refides in the tabernacles of the Church, 
^' under the ipecies or appearances of bread, 
^^ which vifîÛy cover it 5 and that forafmuch 
^' as he knows us to be but of grofi under^^ 
^^ ftandings, he takes this method to induce 
'^ us to adore his divinity^ which is jM-efent 
^^ in ALi« places, by adoring his humanity; 
^^ which is only prefent in a particular plaee.*' 
ibid. ** That we take the body of Jesus 
^^ Christ upcm the tongue which he 
" &nâifies by his divine touch." Let. 3 2. 
'^ That he enters into the mouth- of the 
" prkft/' Let. 72. And, " That although 
" Jesus Christ, out of his great love and 
^' morcy» hath made himfelf acceffible to us, 
^^ in this bleffed Sacrament, yet he ftill fe- 
/* tains his inacceiiibility therein, as an infe- 

parabk condition of his divine nature^ for 

though 
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'^ though there be nothing more than the 
•• body, and blood, by virtue of the words, 
<« w vefborum^ (as the fchools fpeak) yet that 
•* does. not hinder, but that his whole divi- 
** nity, as well as his whole humanity, may 
•* be prefcnt by a neceffary confequence and 
•' conjunétion." Vindication of the chaplet 
" of the bleffed Sacrament* pag. 217. And 
laftly •• That the Holy Eucharift is both k- 
" crament and facrificc." Th^ol. Fam. lea:. 
1 5. " And though this facrifice be a comme* 
" moration of that of the crofs, yet there is this 
** difference between them, viz. The fkcri- 
** fice of the mafs is offered only for the 
^* Church, and the faithful members of her 
*' communion, whereas the facrifice of the 
•^ crofs (as the Scripture fpeaks) Was offered 
^^ for all mankind/' ibid. p. 1 5. 

This is enough, I believe. Fathers, to e- 
vince clearly, that there never was a greater 
piece of impudence than this of yours, fince 
the world began. But I fhall pu(h this point 
a little further, and make.you yourfelves pafs 
fentence^upon yourfelves. For, what do you 
require of any nmn, to clear him from fuf- 
picion of union with Geneva ? If Mr. Ar- 
kAuld (fays your father Meynier, pag. 
J83.) had faid, ** That in this adorable my- 

^' Ùcxy 



Digitized 



by Google 



l:e tt un mt t^j 

^^ ftery. there was îîo fubftance of bread un- 
*^ dcr the fpecies (or outvVard appearances)' 
'' but only the flcfli and Wood of Jesus 
*' Christ," I muû have confefîed that he 
had declared liimfelf totally agaînft GcneVa* 
Confefsit then, vile impoftors as you are; and 
make him pubUck reparation, for this pub-* 
lie injury. How often have you feen it in 
the paflages above ? Befides Mr. Ai^nAuld's 
approbation of Monf. de St* CyjrAn's Fa-^ 
miliar Theology, muft furely contain thd 
fiauiments of them both. Read then the 
whole fifteenth le<fture, and particularly the 
fécond article, and there you will find the 
words you detnand ; and more in form than 
you have expreiîed them yourfelves» *^ I» 
" there any bread in the hoft, or wine in 
*^ the cup ? No 5 for the whole fubftance of 
*^ the bread, as well as that of the wine is 
^* taken away to make room for that of the 
" body and blood of Jesus Christ, which 
" alone remains there, but covered with 
" the qualities and fpecies of bread . and 



*' wine/* 



What fay you. Fathers ? Will you affirm 
after this, that Port-Royal teaches nothing, 
** that is not received by Geneva ?" Or, that 
Mr. Arn AULp has faid nothing in his fccond 

Vol. il O letter. 
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letter, ** but what might have been fatd by 
♦* a minifter of Charcnton ? 

Make Mestrbzat, if you can, fpeak 
as Mr« Arnauld does In the fanke letter, 
p* 237, &c. ** That it is a fcandaloos lie to ac- 
cu fe him of denying tranfubftantiation: that 
he takes, for the foundation of his books, 
the truth of the real prefcnce of the Son of 
God, in dircd oppofition to the hereiy of 
Calvin : that he thinks himfclf happy 
to be in a place where the Holy of Holies 
is continually adored as prefent in the iknc- 
" tuary/* Which is much more oppofite 
to the belief of the Calvînifts, than the real 
prefence itfelf ; becaufe, as Cardinal d e 
Richelieu fays in his Controverfy, p. 536; I 
^* The new French miniilers having united 
" thcmfelves to the Lutherans, who believe 
the real prefence, have declattîd thereby, 
that they do not feparate from the Church 
as to this myftery, bi»t by reafon of the 
ADORATION which the Catholics pay to 
" the eucharift/' Get all the paflages, I 
have quoted from Port-Royal, to be fub- 
fcribed at Geneva; and not only thofe^ but 
whole; treatifcs written of this myftery, fudx 
as the book of Frequent Communion ; The 
explication of the Ceremonies of theMafs; 

The 
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The exercifc during the Mafti The rca- 
fons of the fufpenfion of the holy Sacra-* 
ment 5 The tranflation of the hymns of the 
hours at Port-Royal, &c. In a word, make 
that holy inftitution of adoring Jesus 
Christ without intermiflion, veiled in the 
hbly facrament, to be efi:abli(hed at Chareh*» 
ton, as it is at Port^Royal, and it will be the 
moft fignal fervice you can do to the Church j 
for then, Port-Royal will no longer " aft in 
" concert with Geneva," but Geneva adt in 
concert with Port-Royal, and the whole 
Church. 

Certainly, Fathers, you could never have 
fallen upon any thing more unlucky than to 
charge Port-Royal with difbelieving the holy 
eucharift; but I will tell the world how yoii 
came to do it* You know, I am a little ac- 
quainted with your politics, which in this 
point were of great fervice to you. If Mr» 
DE St. Cyran, and Mr. Arnauld had 
only told us, what our faith in this myftery 
(hould be, and not what fliould be done by 
way of preparation to it, they would have 
been the beft Catholics in the world, and no 
fort of equivocation bad been found in their 
terms of real-presence, or transub- 
s TANT I AT J ON.' But, fincc all who are 
O z enemies 
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enemies to your fhameful diforders, muftbe 
heretics, nay muft be fo, even as to every 
particular point which they undertake to 
make their attacks upon, hovtr was it pofiible 
for Mr. Arnauld to efcape, being one up- 
on the fubjeâ of the eucharift, who had writ- 
ten a treatife exprefly to condemn your pro- 
fanations of that facrament ? What ! Ihall he 
fay with impunity, Fathers, ** That the bo- 
** dy of Jesus Christ ought not to be 
** given to fuch as relapfe often into the 
" fame fins, and difcover not the leaft hope 
" of amendment? Or that they ought to 
^* be feparafed for fome time froni the altar, 
** that, having purified themfelves by a fin- 
** cere repentance, they may approach it af- 
" terwards, with true benefit to themfelves?" 
If you let people talk at this rate, give 
me leave to tell you. Fathers, your confef- 
fional boxes will be very empty. For, your 
father Brisacier fays, *^ if you followed 
** this method, you could apply the blood of 
*• Jesus Christ to no body." Your beft 
way is to perfuade people to follow that prac- 
tice of your fociety, mentioned by Masca- 
RENNHAs, in a book which has not only 
the approbation of your doftors, but of your 
Rev, Father General himfelf. It is this: 

"All 
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*^ All forts of people, even the very priefts 
^ may receive the body of Jesus Christ, 
*' the very day they defile themfelves ^Yith 
** abominable crimes : that men are fo far 
** from committing any irreverence by fuch 
'^ comniunions, that on the contrary, they 
" ought to be commended for fo doing : that 
" confeffors ought not to put them off, but 
" are rather obliged, to .advife thofe who 
" come frefli from their pollutions, to com- 
** municate immediately ; for though the 
*' Church indeed has forbidden it, yet that 
*^ prohibition is abolifhed by the univerfal 
*^ praâice of the whole world. 

This it is, Fathers, to have Jefuits over 
the whole world. This, is the univerfal prac- 
tice vvhich you have introduced, and make 
it your bufinefs to fupport. Not troubling 
yourfelves with what abominations you place 
at the table of Jesus Christ fo you can 
but fill your own churches. I would prove, 
was I in your cafe, every man that oppofed 
you in this point, to be an heretic againft 
the facrament. It muft be done at all ad- 
ventures. But how will you be able to do 
it, after fo many irrefragable proofs of their 
faith ? Are not you afraid I fhould produce 
the four grand proofs which you give of their 
O 3 hcrefy ? 
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bcrcfy ? I am furc you ou^t to be fo. Fa** 
thers, and I ought not to fpare you the (bamc 
of them. Let us examine the firft proof. 

" Mr. St Cyran^ (iays father Mxy- 
" nier) to comfort one of his friends for 
" the death of his mother, torn. i. lett. 14. 
" fays, that the most agreeable facrifioe a 
** man can make to God on fuch an occa- 
*^ fion, is patience : therefore he is a €>al- 
•* vinift." 

That is very arch, and very finely fpan, 
my good Fathers, but I do not think any one 
fees the reafon why it is fo. But let us take 
it from himfelf. ^' Becaufe, faith this able 
*\ difputant, he does not believe then the 
" facrifice of the mafs, for that is the most 
^ agreeable to God of any." 

Who fays now, that the Jefuits are not 
good reafoners? They are fuch very good 
ones, that they can make all forts of difcourfe 
heretical, when they pleafe, nay even the 
very Scripture itfelf. For would it not be 
berefy to fay, as the preacher docs ; 
** Nihil eft iniquius quàm amare pecuniam t 
** Nothing is worfe than the love of money ?•* 
As if adulteries, murders, and idolatry were 
not greater fins : and who is there who does 
not fay fomething like it every day of their 

lives ? 
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livc8 ? As for inflancc ; the facrifice of a 
broken and .contrite heart is the moil accept-* 
able in the fight of God : for in fuch propô- 
fitions, we make the comparifon only between 
mteriour virtues, with relation to one another, 
and not with the grand facrifice of the mafs, 
which is of a quite different order, and of an 
infinitely fuperior nature. 

Do not you think now. Fathers, that yoii* 
are extremely ridiculous ? Or muft I, to com- 
plete your fhame, lay before you the exprefs 
words of the fame letter, where Mr. it. Cv- 
RAN, fpeaking of the facrifice of the mafe, (tiled, 
it THE MOST EXCELLENT of all, and adds, 
" We oflfer unto God every day, and in 
** ALL places the facrifice of the body of his 
" Son, who could not find a more excel- 
" LENT MEAN than this, to do honour to 
•' his Father ?'* And afterwards, '' That Je- 
** sus Christ hath commanded us, topar- 
** ticipate, in our dying hour, of his facri- 
" ficed body, to make the facrifice of our 
^' own the more acceptable to God 5 that 
** by thus uniting himfelf to us in our laft 
" agony, he may fupport us by his prefence, 
" and fanâify the laft^ facrifice we are mak» 
^' ing to God of our life and body.'* 

O 4 But, 
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But, Fathers, here your diffimulatîon is of 
ufe to you, and fo go on for all' this with fay- 
ing as you do, p, 33, that he difluaded men 
from the facrament at the point of death, 
that he diibelieved the facriiice of the mafs } 
for there is nothing too adventurous for flan- 
derers by profeffion. And that you arc fuch, 
your fécond proof will fully demoriftrate : It 
is this. 

In order to make the late Mr, de St. Cy- 
KAN, (on whom you father the book of 
Petrus AuRELius) a Calvinift, you pro- 
duce a paflage where Aurelius (p. 89,) ex- 
plains the behaviour of the Church, towards 
fuch priefts and bifliops, as flie would depofe 
or degrade. *^ The Church, (fays he) not 
^^ being able to take away the power of the 
** order, becaufe the chara(5ter is indelible, 
♦* fhe does all fhe can : for, fhe blots that 
*' charader out of her memory, which fhe 
y cannot out of the fouls of thofe who have 
^* once received it. She confiders them as 
^^ priefts or bifliops no longer» So that ac- 
*^ cording to the common voice of the 
^* Church, we may affirm they are no longer 
^* fuch, though they ftill are [and muft be] 
♦' as to what refpefts the character; 0^ in-^ 
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You fee, Fathers, that this author, ap- 
proved of by three general aflemblies of the' 
clergy of France, fays exprefly, " That the 
** charaâer of the priefth'ood is indelible, and 
" yet you make him fay quite contrary, in 
** that very paffage, that the charaâer bf 
** the priefthood is not indelible." I. am 
tempted to call this a notorious calumny ; but 
I beg pardon, ■ It is nothing, according 
to you,» but a trifle, a peccadillo. For that 
book, it feems, had hurt you a good deal, 
by refuting the herefies of your brother Je- 
fuits in England, about epifcopal authority. 
But here you run into the extremity of all 
extravagance, and are guilty of a palpable and 
mortal fin even in regard to all common fenfe. 
For you premife falfly, that Mr.deSt.CvRAN 
held, that the charadter might be taken a- 
way, and conclude from thence, What?—* 
That he does not believe the real prefence of 
Jesus Christ in the Sacrament, 

I hope, Fathers, you do not expcâ any 
reply to fuch fluflf as this ; if you have not 
common fenfe I cannot give it you. But, 
thofe that have, will laugh heartily both at 
you, and your third proof, which is ground- 
ed on thefe words out of the Frequent Com- 
Biunion, p, 3. chap. 11,** That God feeds 
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*^ us, m^tfae holy endbarift, with m at 
'^ SAME FOOD that he does the faiitfs in 
^^ heaven, with this only difference, that 
^^ here he deprives us of the icnfible tafte 
^' and fight, referving both till we come to' 
'^* heaven." 

Surely theie words. Fathers, do Î6 natu*' 
rally exprefs the fenfe of the Church, that I 
am puzzled to guefs how you can pervert 
them. For my part, I fee nothing in them 
but what the council of Trent telk us, fcff. 
1 3 . c. 8 . That there is no other difference be- 
tween Jb s us Christ in the fkcrament, and 
Jesus Christ in heaven, but that ho-e: 
he is veiled, and there he is not. Mr. Ar« 
N AULD does not fay there is no other diâèr-* 
eoce in the manner of receiving Jesus 
Christ. But, that there is no other dif- 
ference in Jesus Christ, who is received. 
And yet you, againft all reafon and argu- 
ment, would make him affirm in this paf- 
fage, that Christ is no more eaten by the 
mouth here, than he is in heaven ; therefore 
he is an heretic. 

Is that your conclufion ? I really pity you. 
Fathers ! Are you , to be told any more that 
you muft not confound this divine food with 
the manper of receiving it ? The fingle dif-* 

fcrence. 
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Iference^ as I told ycni but now» between this 
Irvine food in earth, and in heaven, is this : 
{Dn earth, this food is hidden under foch veils 
fs take from us both the fight and tafte of it : 
but there are many differences in die manner 
of receiving it both n here and in heaven : and 
the principal difference is, accordmg to Mr* 
Arnauld, p. 3. ch. 16. ** That here, 
** Christ enters into the mouth and fto- 
'^ mach both of good and bad," but it is not 
foin heaven. 

But, if you do not know the reafon of 
this diverfity, let me tell you. Fathers, that 
the caufe why God appointed the different 
v^zys of receiving the fame food, is the dif-* 
ference there is between the condition of 
Chriflians in this life, and that of the blefied 
in heav6n. " The ftate of Chriftians (accord* 
ing to Cardinal Du Perron, who in this foU 
lows the Fathers) is a middle flate between 
the blefifcd and the Jews. The bleffed pofleis 
Jesus Christ really, without figures, and 
without veils. The Jews never pofrcfled him, 
but under figures and veils, fuch as the man« 
na and the pafchal lamb. And Chriflians pof*- 
fcfs Jesus Christ in the eucharift truly and 
really, but ftill [hid] under veils. ". God, 
^2 laithSt. EucHERius, made himfelf thre» 

•* tabernacles j 
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•* tabernacles ; the fynagoguc which had on- 
•* ly (hadows without truth ; the Church, 
•* which hath both the (hadows and truth ; 
«^ and heaven, where there arc no (hadows, 
^* but truth alone/* 

We (hould depart from the condition in 
which we are, I mean from that ftate of 
faith, which by St. Paul is oppofcd to the 
law as well as to perfeét vifion, were we to 
pofTefs nothing but figures, without Jesus 
Christ, becaufe it is the property of the 
law to have only the (hadow of things, with- 
out the fubftance. And we (hould err as much 
on the other hand, did we poGkk him vifi- 
bly; becaufe " faith, as St. Paul fays, is 
** the evidence of things not feen." The fa- 
crament, therefore, is adapted to our (late of 
faith, becaufe it includes Jesus Christ real- 
ly and truly, though veiled. From hence it 
follows, that this ftate of faith would intire- 
ly be dcftroyed, if Jesus Christ be not 
really under the fpecies of bread and wine, 
(as heretics pretend) or, if he was received 
without any veil, as in heaven : fince this 
would be to confound our prefent ftate, either 
with that of Judaifm, or that of glory. 

This, Fathers, is the myfterious and divine 
reafon of this myftery wholly divine : this, is 

what 
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what makes us detcft Calvinxfm, as what 
would reduce us to the ftate of Judaifm ; and 
makes us likewife afpire to the glory of the 
faints in heaven, where we (hall have the 
full and eternal enjoyment of Jesus Christ. 
By this, you fee there are different methods 
by which he communicates himfelf to Chrifti- 
ans here below, and to the bleffed above ; and 
that (amongft others) on earth he is received 
imp the mouth, and not fo in heaven ; but 
that they all depend upon the fole difference 
that there is between the ftate of faith where- 
in WE are, and that ftate of perfeâ: vî- 
fion wherein they are. This, is what oc- 
cafioned Mr. Arnauld to declare fo ex- 
prefly, '* That there ought to be no other 
*^ difference between the purity of thofe who 
*' receive Jesus Christ in the facrament, , 
" and that of the faints in heaven ; but what 
*^ is between faith and vifion; on which alone 
** depends the different manner whereby he is 
*^ eaten on earth, and in heaven." You, Fathers, 
(hould rather have reverenced the facred truth 
contained in thefe expreffions, than havo 
wrefted «-hem to find an herefy which never 
Was, nor ever can be ih them, 'viz. ^* That 
"JesusChrist is only eaten by faith, 
** and not by the mouth :" as your fathers 

Annat 
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Annat and Mevnier malicîoufly pretend, 
and make it the principal head of their ac- 
cufation* 

You fee, my good Fathers, that you come 
but poorly off in piroofs, and that makes you 
have rccourfe to a new artifice, which is, to 
felfify the Council of Trent, on purpofe to 
make Mr. A r n a u l d againft it. A fine 
way this, amongft many others, to make 
people heretics ! Yet this is done by your 
Either Me YNiER in fifty places of his book 
at Icaft, and eight or ten times in the finglc 
page 54 ; where he pretends, that if any 
man would exprefs himfelf like a trae Ca- 
tholic, it is not enough to fay, " I believe 
•• that Jesus Christ is really prefent in the 
** facrament ;" but hç muft fey, " I believe 
«* WITH THE COUNCIL that hc is prefent 
" thereby a true local presence, or 
** locally.'* And then hç cites the council, 
feff. 13. can. 3. can, 4. can. 6. Who would 
not imagine, when he faw the words local 
PRESENCE quoted from three canons of an 
(ecumenical council, but that thofe words 
were really there? This might have done 
before my fifteenth letter came out, but 
pow, Fathers, people are not fo eafily caught. 
We go now and look into the council, and 

find 
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find you to be rank impoftors: for thefe words 

LOCAL PRESENCE, LOCALDY, LOCALITY, 

never were there. And what is more, Fa- 
thers, 1 affirm, they are not in any other part 
cither of that council, or in any council prior 
to it, or in any one Father of the Church. 

I would fain know, after all this. Fathers^ 
if you will pretend to cad fufpicions of CaU 
viniim upon all fuch as have not made ufe 
of thefe terms ? If fo, we niuft fufpeâ the 
council of Trent of being Calviniftical, as 
well as all the holy Fathers to a man. You are 
greater friends to equity than to make ufe of 
a private quarrel, in order to excite a noily 
mutiny throughout the whole Church. 

Have you no other way to make Mr. Ar- 
KAULD a heretic, but by oôênding a thou« 
iand others that never did you any hurt ? St. 
Thomas, for inftance, one of the ftouteft 
defenders of the holy eucharift, and who is 
fo far from making ufe of that term, that 
he has abfolutely reje&ed it. 3. p. q. 76. a. 
5. " Nulla modo corpus Christi eft in hoc 
* * facramento localiterJ* 

Who are you then, Fathers, that you, by 
your own authority, (liould impofe new tcrii^ 
upon the world to exprefs their faith better, 
as you think : as if that profeffion of faich, 

dravvi> 



Digitized 



by Google 



2o8 LETTER XVt 

drawn up by the Popes, agreeable to the on 
der of the council, (where this term is not 
once to be niet with) was defeétive, and caft 
an ambiguity on the creed of the faithful, 
which you alone forfooth are able to clear 
up ? What confidence ! what fahhood ! what 
ignorance !— ^Confidence to prefcribe the ufe 
of thefe terms even to the doâors. Falfliood 
to impofe them on general councils. And 
ignorance, not to know what difficulty the 
moft enlightened faints have objedted to them. 
•* Be afhamed then. Fathers, of your ignorant 
** impoftures, and as the Scripture fays, to 
•* fuch ignorant impoftors as you : De men^ 
** dacio ineruditionis tua confundêrey 

Away then with your diâatorial magîftc- 
rial airs ) your characters and credit are infuf- 
ficient to fupport you. But if you would 
make your propofals with more modefly, you 
might poffibly be heard. For though this 
term, local presence, was rejedted, (as 
you have feen) by St. Thomas, becaufe the 
body of Christ is not in the holy facra- 
ment, in the ordinary extcnfion of other bo- 
dies in their places ; yet this term has been 
received by fome late writers of controverfy, 
who mean no more by it than, that the body 
of Jesus Chrtst is really and truly under 
a the 
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the fpecies's, which i|)ecies's being in a par« 
ticular plfice, the body of Christ muft be 
fotoa And ia thisfenfb^ Mr. Arnauld. 
will not hefitate to admit it^ fince Mr. DS 
St. Cykau^ and he have often both declar- 
ed that Jbsus Christ in the facrament is 
truly in a particular {dace, and miraculoufly 
ia many places at once. Thus all your refine- 
mcnts come to nothing ; without giving the 
leaft ^pearaoce for an accufation, which yov 
Aould never have brought without invincible 



But what fignifies it. Fathers, to oppofe 
their innocence, to your calumnies ? You do 
not charge them with thefe errors, from any 
hdicf that they maintain them, but from a 
belief that they are hurtful to you. And that 
is enough, according to your theology, to 
aiperfe them, without any guilt in you for 
fo doing I and you may without confefiion 
)r penance celebrate mafs, though at the fame 
time you charge priefts (who fay mafs every 
iay) with a belief, that it is pure idolatry. 
Which is fuch an horrid piece of facrilcgc, 
iat you yourfclves ordered your own father 
[arrigus to be hanged in efEgy, becaufe 
lehad celebrated mafs, whilft " he held a 
^ correfpondoice with Geneva.'* 
Vol. n. P I am 
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I am therefore furprifed, not that you im- 
pofe fuch heînous and falfe crimes^ with fo 
little fcruple, but that yott imptke crimes 
without any probability, with fo liftfe pru- 
dence. For though you difpdb of Knen'$ 
lîns as you pleafe, do you think you can dif- 
pofe of their feith too ? Truly, PathÊir$, 
were it ncoeflary that the imputation of Cal- 
vinifm muft fall either upon them, or yotf, 
in my opinion you would come but v8ry bad- 
ly off. Their writings are as - cfttholic as 
yours, and whereas their behaviour con&ms 
their belief, your behayiour belles yours* For 
did you believe, as they do, *^* The bread 
^* to be really changed into the body of Je- 
** sus Christ," why do not you recuite, as 
they do, that the ftony and icy heart c^ thofe 
whom you invite to approach it, jfhould bt 
changed fincerely into hearts of flefhj and 
love ? If you believe Jesus Christ to be 
in the facrament, as under a Aate of deaths 
to teach all fuch as come to him, to die to 
the world, to fin, and to themfelves, why 
do you encourage thofe to participate, whofï 
vices and guilty pafiions are fliU living and 
prevailing ? And how can you judge theft 
worthy to eat of the bread of heaven, who dcj 
not dcferve to eat of that upon earth ? 

I O profound 
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O profound adottrs of this holy myftcry I 

wIK! employ ail tbek zeal to perfecute thofe 

who hoi^our it by fo many hcAy communions^ 

and flatter all Aich a$ difhonour it by ib 

many facrilegious participations I How wor-» 

thilydo thefeafïbrtprs of this fpotlefs anda*- 

doraWe facrifice, fill the table, of Jesus 

Christ with inveterate finners, juft come 

from fcandalous pollutions? and among them 

to place, a priçft, whofe very confeflbr has 

knt him reeking from his impurities to the 

altar> there to prefent^ in the perfon of Jesus 

CuKisTy thatmoft holy viâim, to the God 

of hdineê, and^ with his polLoted hands, di« 

TC&, It to a mouth equally polluted ? Does it 

not bttgUy become thofe, who (according to 

thefapproved maxims of their own General) 

saakd this their praâice " all the world 

** ovtiR," to charge the authof of Frequent 

Communion, and the Nuns of the facra^ 

menti with not believing the holy facrament? 

But yet, this is not all, this is not fufH« 

cient. For to fatisfy their paffions, they at 

iâft affirm» that thefe Nans have renounced 

Jesub Christ and their baptifm. What I 

fey. Fathers, is not one of your idle ftories ; 

«but the lamentable exceffes by which you have 

filled up the meafure of your calumnies. It 

P 2* was 
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^as not fit that fuch a trafafcéndcht fbrgfery 
ihoald be left for it's proteâion in the fingle 
hands c^your good friend FilLeau, though 
he firft broached it for you, but 3roiir whole 
Ibciety has patronifed it openly, and ybnr fa- 
ther Meynier has lately dffevttd, ** as an 
" infallible truth," that Port-Royal, With 
Mr. de St. Cyran, and Mr. Ipre at the 
head of it, have been forming a iecret cabal 
for thefe five and thirty years, " To deftroy 
*^ the myftery of the incarnation, make the 
" Gofpel pais for apocrypha.1, exterminate 
^ Chriflian religion, and build up Peifm on 
** the ruins of Chriftianity." Is that all, 
Fathers?. And will you be fatisfied.if the 
World will believe all this of them which 
your hatred fuggéfls ? Will 3^ur paffionate 
malice be fatiated if you could make them 
deteftable and abhorred not only by all who 
afe within the pale of the Church, "by 
*' COMBINING witjiGeneva," which you 
tax them with *, but likcwife by all who are 
without that pale, by the deism you lay to 
their charge ? 

But whom will you hot ama«é by the 
blind errors of your conduâ ? For who do 
you think will believe, on your own bare 
word, without the leaft fhadow of proof, at- 
tended 
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tended .by all imaginable cohtradîâions^ thatf 
bifliops and priefts who preach nothing buf 
the grace of Jesus ChjrisI", thç purity of 
the Gofpel, and the ties p^ Baptifm, fhould 
have renounced Baptifm, the Gofpel, and 
Jesus Christ ? That they have employed 
their whqle time only to eftablifh this apofla- 
fy, and that Port-Royal is ftill bofy about the 
fame work ? 

Who, I fay again, will believe it. Fa-» 
thers.? Do you believe it yourfelves, mifera- 
blé wretches as jîûu are ! To what extfemi* 
ties are you reduced ! For, you are neceffarily 
obliged either to make good your charge, or 
to pafs for the moft abandoned detractors that 
ever yet appeared. Prove it then. Fathers. 
Name " that worthy ecclefiaftic,*' who, you 
fay, was prefent at the meeting of Bourg* 
fontaine, 1621, and difcovered to your friend 
F I L L Ê A u the deûgn formed to ruin the 
Chriftian religion. Name thofe fix perfons, 
who, you fay, formed then and there, this , 
confpiracy. J^ame the man " who is meant 
" by thefe letters, A. A.'* which, you fay, 
p, 15. ** Is NOT Anthony Arnauld,'* 
becaufb he has convinced you that he was 
not then above nine years old 5 "but an- 
*^ OTHER PERSON who is ftill ALIVE, and 

P 3 '' too 



Digitized 



by Google 



214 LETTER XVI./ 

^* too much a friend of Mr. Arnai/ld^s to 
*' be unknown to hina." It feems then,' you 
know him. Fathers, and confequently, if 
you have the leaft grain of religioa left, you 
arc obliged to bring that impious wretch be- 
fwre the King and Parliament, to receive the 
punifliment due to his demerits. Speak, Fa- 
thers, fpeak out -, you muft know him, or 
endure the difgrace of being looked upon 
hereafter, as moft infamous liars, ' unworthy 
ever to be credited. This is the way, the 
only way, which good father Valerian 
has taught, to drive fuch impoftors as you 
are, to your laft fliifts, and put you ** to the 
^* rack.'* Your filcnce. Fathers, will be' an 
ample and convincive proof that the whole 
is nothing but an helliih detradion. The 
moft infatuated of your adherents will be 
forced to confefs, *' that your ûlence is no 
^* proof of your virtue, but a clear one of 
^' your inability j" and will wonder that you 
could be fo wicked, as to extend your a- 
fperfions to the Nuns of Port-.Royal, and to 
fay, as ypu do, p. 14. " That the fecret 
" chaplet of the blefled facrament, written 
^* by one of them, was the firft fruits of that 
<^ confpiracy againft Jesus Christ/* and 
p- 95? '* ThattbcyareTiqfpired with all the 

<* detcflabk 
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*' deteftable maxifXks of that book, which 
" according to you is ftiled a dodrine of 
^ DcKtnr 

Your imppftures againft that performance 
have been fully anfwered already, and irre- 
coverably deftroyed in ** the defence of the 
** late Archbifliop of Paris's cenfure, againft 
" your father B r i s A ci e r :" to which, 
though you never made any anfwer, yet you 
pcrfift in a more fcandalous way than ever, 
to fatten on thefe religious women, (whofe 
piety IS known to all the world) nothing lefs 
than the very height of impiety. 
. O barbarous, and vile perfecutors ! Can- 
not, then the moft retired and fecreted cloi- 
ftcrs be an afylum againft your calumnies ? 
Whilft thefe holy virgins, day and night, 
adore, according to their inftitution, Jesus' 
Christ, and the blefled facrament, you 
ceafe not, day and night, publicly to declare, 
that they do not believe Christ to be either 
in the facrament, or at the right hand of his 
Father. And, whilft they are praying for 
you and the whole Church, in fecret, you 
are cutting them. off from being members of 
the Church, in public. You traduce them 
who have neither ears to hear you, rjor tongue 
to make you a reply. 

P 4 But 



Digitized 



by Google 



4i6 L E T T É R XVI 

But jEsusCHRi8T,m whom they arc Kid- 
den till the day of his appearance, hears you, 
and anfwers for them. We hear, even nowi 
that facred and terrible voice, which at once 
ilartles nature, and confolates the Chmtfa. 
And I am afraid. Fathers, that they who ftecl 
their hearts, and obftinately refuie to liften, 
when he fpcaks to them as a GO0, will be 
forced to liftcn with dread, and horror, when 
he fpeaks to them as a Judge. 

For in Ihort, Fathers^ what account can 
you be able to give to him of your numberlcfs 
calumnies ? which he will examine, not ac- 
cording to the fantaftic ideas of DiCASTïL- 
tus, Gans, or Pbnnalossa, but accord^ 
ing to the rules of his eternal truth, and the 
facred ordinances of his Church; which is fo 
far from excufing this crime, that flie abhors 
it to fuch a degree, as to punifh it in the 
fame manner as wilful murder. For flie has 
fufpended calumniators, (as well as murder- 
ers) from the communion *till the hour of 
death, by the firft and fécond council of 
Aries. The Lateran council judged calum- 
niators convia, unworthy to be admitted 
into holy orders, nbtwithftanding their a- 
mendment. The Popes have gone fo far as 
to threaten thofe who had fcandalizcd bifliôps, 

priefts, 
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fîle&s, or deacons» to refufe them the holy 
communion even zt their death. And. the 
authors of ^y defamatory libel, who cannot 
prove what they advance, are condemned by 
^pc Adrian, " to bb^whirped:" 
Whipped, Rev^ Fathers, pray obferve it, 
" FLAGS LLXTrruR.^' So abhorfent, you fee, 
has the Church always been to the errors oJF 
your fociety, which is arrived to that degree 
ef corruption as to excufe in others crimes e-** 
qoally monftrous with that of calumny, that 
it may perpetrate them with greater Jotitude 
itfelf. 

Without all di{pute. Fathers, you might 
l^ this method do abundance of miichief, if 
God Almighty had not fo ordered it, that 
you yourfelves (hould furnifli us with the 
means to prevent it, and render all impoftures 
abortive. For we need only divulge that un- 
accountable maxim which exempts them 
from guilt, and your reputation is . gone at 
once forever. For calumny is of no ufe, 
unlefs it be fupported by this powerful credit 
of fincerity. A backbiter will fail in his at- 
tempt, unlefs he can make the world believe 
that he hates the crime, and that he of all 
men living is the laft who would be guilty of . 
it. And fo, Rev, Fathers, your own very 

principle 
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principle betrays you. You fçt it up in order 
to focure your confcieuces. For you want- 
ed to baclsÂ>ite3 but did not like to be damn- 
ed for it ; and would faio pafs for ^^ foœe 
** of thofe holy and pious bacicbiters" 
that St. ÂTHAKASIUS fpçaks of. 

In order, therefore, to fave yourijslves from 
hell, you have pitched g,ppn th^t maxim 
which will certainly do it, if your doâors 
may be credited: but this very maxim» which^ 
according to them, fcreens you from the 
evils you may apprehend in the other world, 
take^ away all the advantage you may hope 
£'*om it in this : fb that whilfl: you are thinks 
log to avoid the vice of detraâion, you lofe 
the bpnefit of it ; fo very contrary is evil to 
itfelf, confounding and deftroying itfelf by 
the malignity of it's own nature. 
' You might backbite with much nM>re ad- 
vantage to yourfelves, if you did but profefs 
with St. Paul, jthat bare evil fpcakers, ma^ 
i^svicTy are unworthy to fee God : for thci^ 
m leaft, your calumnies would be more readii- 
ly believed, though in trath you mufl con- 
demn yourfelves. But by faying as you do, 
that a falfe charge againft your enemies is no 
crime, you^ will lofc your credit in this world, 
and procure to yourfelves datnnation in tb» 

next. 
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next. For, let me tell you. Fathers, there 
is nothing more evident, than that as youf 
GRAVE cafuifts will never bè able to annihi- 
late the juftice of Goo, fo you will nevet? btf 
able to give a greater prooif of your having 
defertcd the truth, than by having recourfc 
to a lie. if truth was cm your fide, (he would 
not only fight, but conquer for you : and ac- 
cording to her own promife, ** would deliycîr 
" you from all your enemies/' You hate 
recourfe to lies, only to maintain thofe errort 
which flatter the fipners of this world, and 
to fupport the falfe accufations which yod 
bring againft fuch as have piety and courage 
enough to refift you. Truth being an ene* 
my to your defigns, you were forced ^* to put 
** your truft in lies," as the Prophet faith : 
^^ Becaufe' ye have faid, we have made a 
^^ covenant with death, and with hell .3J^ 
^' we at agreement, wheji the overflov^jag 
" fcourge fliall pafs through, it (hall not 
^* come unto us, for we have made lies puj: 
** refuge, and under falfliood have vve hid 
** ourfelves :" but what anfwer doth the 
Prophet make them ? ** Becaufe, faith he, 
" you have trufted in calumny and oppref- 
^^ fion : Sperajiis in calumnia et in tumultu ■: 
^* therefore this inicjuity (hgll be tP you as ft 
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^* breach ready to fall, fwelling out in an 
•' high wall, whofe breaking cometh fud* 
*' denly at an indant. And he fhatl t^-eak 
** it as the breaking of the potter's veffel, 
'^ that 16 broken in pieces, he (hall not fpare^ 
^' fo that there ihall not be found in the 
*^ ' burfting of it, a fherd to take fire fr<»n the 
*' hearth, or to take water out of the pit :*' 
becaufe, as another Prophet iàith, £lzekiël 
adii, 22, 23. *^ Becaufe with lies ye have 
^^ made û^c heart of the righteous fad, whom 
" I have not made fad 9 and ftrengthened 
^^ the hands of the wicked, that he (hould 
** not return from his wicked way, by pro- 
^* mifing him life : I will deliver my peo- 
** pie out of your hand, and ye (hall know 
^^ that I am the Lord/' 

We may therefore. Fathers, ajQTuredly hope 
{from this promife of God) that if you do 
pot reform, he will take thofe out of your 
hands whom you have fo long beguiled, ei- 
ther by letting them alone to continue in their 
errors, through your own ill conduét, or by 
tainting them with your poifonous flanders. 
He will excite, in fome, an apprehenfion that 
the falfe rules of your cafuifts will not fecure 
diem from his fierce indignation, and will 
imprint on the hearts of others, a juft dread 



Digitized 



by Google 



LETTER XVI. 22t 

of their own perdition, if they liften and 
give credit to your Impoftures : and at the 
fame tinie you deftroy ypurfelv^s, by invent- 
bg and propagating them in the world. For, 
be not deceived, God is not mocked. Neither 
(hall any man who breaks the precept of the 
Gofpcl, which forbids us to condemn our 
neighbour till we are well aflured he is guil- 
ty, pafs off with impunity. 

And thetefore, whatever profeffions of 
holinefs fuch people may make, who become 
fo flexible as to lean towards, and to enter- 
tain your lies, whatever pretences of devotion 
they may have for it, they muft juftly dread 
their cxclufion from heavenly blifs, for the 
fingle fin of charging catholic priefts^ and 
holy women, with fuch black crimes as he- 
rely and fchifm, without any other proofs, 
than your fcandalous Impoftures. " The 
*^ devil, fays Sales, Bi(bop of Geneva, 
" dwells on the tongue of the flanderer, 
" and in the ear of him that attends unto 
^^ him ; and detradtion, faith St. B £ R- 
" NARD, ferm. in Cant, is a poifon which 
" extinguiflies charity in both. So that, 
" one fingle calumny may prove fatal to an 
" infinite number of fouls ; becaufe, it does 
^* not only murder thpfe who fpread it, but 
** thofe alfo who do not reje<ft it.'"* àev. 
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Bfir.. Fathek:$» my letters did not nfe to 
Gomçio quick one up<m another, hot ta be 
£) long. The little tinoe I have had» is the 
iççibfon of both. I {hould not have made 
this fo long, had I been enough at kifare to 
have (hortcoed iu What made me in fo 
much hafte you know as virell, if not b^ter, 
than I do myfclf. Your replies proved tery 
unfortunate to you. You are in the right to 
take a frefh courfe. But I apprehend you 
have made a wrong choice, and that the 
world will fay you have been afraid of the 
Benediâins. 

P. S. I am told, that the perfoii whom 
the world calls the author of your Apologies 
denies them ; and is very angry that they are 
fathered upon hini. I cannot blame him, 
and confefs I did him wrong to fufped: him. 
For had it come from ever fo good hands, I 
ought to have been perfuaded, that he had 
more fcnfe than to believe your Impoftures, 
and more honour than to publifh them^ if 
he did not. There are very few men in the 
world, who are capable of fuch^ extravagan- 
ces as yours are, they are fo peculiar to you, 
and fo much your known charafteriftic, that 
they leave me deftitute of all excufe for not 
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difceming that you only could be the peHbus 
concerned. Common report hurried nie into 
this miftake. Bat this excufe, which is too 
good for you, is not enough for mç, who 
profefè to aflèrt nothing without fufficient 
proof, and never did but in this fingle in- 
ftance. I am forry for it ; I renounce it, and 
wifh you may reform by my example. 
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T O T H E 

Rev. father A N N A T, 

Jefuit and Confeffor to the King. 

Jan. a]. i657« 
Rev. Father, 

YOUR late behaviour made me be- 
lieve that you wifhed for a ceiiation of 
arms on both fides, and I was willing to 
comply with it. But fince that, you have 
ipawned fo many pieces, in a trice, that it 
feems there is no great certainty of a peace, 
when it depends upon the filence of the Jefu- 
its. I do not know whether this rupture 
will be of any fervice to you or not, but for 
my own part, I muft confcfs, I am not forry 

for 
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for it|^ becaufe it affords me aa of^xMtunity 
to rcfbte that common reproach of Herefy, 
with which all your writings are ftufFcd. . 

It is high time that I fliould put a check, 
once for all, to that unbounded licence which 
you take, (and which encreafes every day) 
to treat me as an Heretic. Which you have 
done in the tery laft book you publifhed, in 
fuch an infufferable manner, that I might 
well be fufpeâed, if I did not make fuch 
an anfwer as the nature of fuch a reproach 
deibrves. Amongfl abundance of other in- 
juries, which were indifcriminately caft upon 
mc by your fraternity, I muft own, that I 
flighted even this of Herefy ; becaufe my fif- 
teenth letter had anfwered them fufficiently. 
But now, truly, you begin to take it a note 
higher ; you make it, and thatferioufly too, 
the very foundation of your defence ; thé 
only point you infift upon. For you fay. 

To give a complete anfwer to my fifteen 

letters, it is enough to fay fifteen times 
^^ . that I am an Heretic, and being declared 
** fuch, do not deferve to be credited." So 
now, it feems, you take it for granted that 
I am an apoftate, laying it down as an un- 
doubted principle, on which you build (b 
confidently. Since then. Rev. Father, yoa 

Vol. II. Q^ treat 
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tteat me a» an Heretic m good earoeft, I WAX 
try to make an anfwer to it in good eameâ 
too. 

You know very well, Fathw, that an ac- 
cufation of this nature, isof fuch confequence, 
that to advance it without fufficient. proof, is 
a moft intolerable temerity. Now, I demand 
what proofs you bring for it ? When was I 
feen at Charenton? When have* I neg- 
k£ted to go to mais, or to do th& duties which 
every Chriftian ought to do in his own pa* 
vKti ? When, and in what, have I been iben 
to unite with Heretics, or to divide from the 
Church ? What council have I contracjiâed? 
What papal conOitution have I violated? 
Some anfwer muft be made, Father^ or eliè 
y ou know what I mean. 

But after all, what is your anfwer ? Why 
it is this, and I defire every body to obierve 
it. You fuppofe firft of all, " That the per- 
" fon who wrote the letters, belongs to 
" Port-Royal-" Then you fay, the Port- 
Royalifts are declared Heretics, and thence 
infer, that he who wrote the letters is a de- 
clared Heretic. But the force of this accu- 
sation. Father, does not fall upon me, but 
ppon Port-Royal : and you charge me with 
it, only becaufe you fuppofe me to be one oi 

them. 
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them. But I ain porge myfelf of that very 
tafily, for i only teh you, without any more 
ado^ that I do not belong to them, and fot 
proof tefer you to my letters, whercki I 
ùiâ that I AM ALONE : and in expre& terms^ 
that I AM NOT or Po&t-Royal : as you 
may fee in my fixteemh letter, which came 
out hdùtt your lx)ok did. 

You mui): take fame, other courfe then, to 
prove mc dn Heretic, or elfe you will betray 
your inability to all the world. Why do not you 
prove that Irejeft the cbnftitution by my writ- 
ings? They are not fo very voluminous j you 
have but fixtecn letters to examine, in which 
I defy you, aiKi all the world, to find a fyl* 
labte that looks that way. But, I will ht you 
there fee quite the contrary. For, when I 
{àid'foi'ÎDftance, in my fourteenth, "That 
** whoever kills (according to youf maxims) 
** any of his brethren in a mortal fin, damns 
** them for whom JesusChrist died." 
Hâve Ï tioi plainly acknowledged, that Jesus 
Christ died for thofe very damned fouls? 
And therefore, it is falfe to fay " That he 
** died only for the predeftinated." A doc-^ 
trine condemned by the fifth propofition. 

It is therefore very certain, Father, that I 

have faid nothing in defence of fuch impious 

0^2 propofitions^ 
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propofitîons, which I abhor from my. foul. 
And Ihould Pout-Royal defend them, I 
dedare to you again, you can prove nothing 
againft me upon that account ^ for, I diank 
God, I have no attachment to any fodety 
upon earth, but that of the catholic, apofto- 
lie, and Roman Church, . in which I am re- 
folved to live and die ; and in communion 
with the Pope, the fovereign head thereof, 
out of which I am verily perfuadcd there is 
no falvation. 

What can you fay to a man that talks in 
this manner? Where can you attack me? 
Since neither my writings, nor my conver- 
fation, give you the leaft handle to accufe 
me of Herefy, and I find myfelf fafe front 
your threats, by that obfcurity which conceals 
me. You feel yourfelves wounded by an invi- 
fiblehand, which makes your enormities vi- 
fible to the whole .world: whilft you attempt, 
but in vain, to aflàult me in the perfons of 
thofe, with whom, you conceive, I have a 
connexion. But I tell you. Father, I fear 
you not, either upon my own account, or 
that of any other perfon, for, I have not on- 
ly no attachment to any public fociety, but 
to no private perfon whatfoever. Whatever 
power you may have it will never hurt me. 

I neither 
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I neither hope, fear, or defire any. thing, in 
this world ; I thank God, I want no man's 
eftatc or authority* So you fee. Rev. Fa- 
ther, I am out of your clutches. Go which 
way you will to work, you can take no hold 
of me. Touch Port-Royal as much as you 
will, but you fhall never touch me» You 
may turn as many as you pleafe out of the 
Sorbonne, without tumbg me out of my 
own houfe. You may meditate what violence 
you pleafe againft priefls and doâors, without 
hurting me, who am neither one nor the 
bthen And thus, perhaps, as affairs are fi-* 
tuated, you never had to do with any man 
before fo Qiuch out of your reach as I am, or 
fo well qualified to encounter your errors : free^ 
without engagement, without attachment, 
without dependence, without connexion, 
without relation, without bufinefs : through- 
ly well acquainted with your maxims, and 
fully rcfolved to profecute them too, as far 
as I ûiall think God obliges me, in fpite of 
all human coniideration, to retard or blunt 
the edge of my profecution» 

Seeing then. Rev. Father, you can do 
nothing againfl me, what fîgnifies your pulv 
li{hing fo much fcandal, as your Fathers do, 
againS people who havç nothing to do w:itli 

0^3 - y^^^ 
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your difpote and mine? Bat thefe f ubtdrfugef 
(hall not fave you. I will maloe yoii feel the 
force of that truth- which! bring agaiiift you. 
When I am telling you, Father, that you 
fap the foundation of Chriftian ttoorality, bjr 
feparatirtg it from the love of.GôD,. which 
you difpcnfc with -, you tell me, " That fa- 
" ther Mestek is dead," a noa» I inever 
faw in my life. Aftd \yhen I tteU yon^ that 
your cafuifts permit one man to kill arto^cf 
*^ for an apple, when it i$ a (hame; to part 
^' with it otherwife/' You tell me, " That 
** a poor's-boy was broke op«i at St. Mer- 
** R Y.'* Pray tell me, whikt dc* you 
mean too, by fathering every day the book 
of Holy Virginity upon me P Do ndt you 
know it was .made by a Father of the orai» 
tory, whofe fece, or book I never few m 
my life ? 

I wonder, Father, what (hôuld make you 
look upon all who happen to differ frc^a you» 
as one individual perfoné Your refèntmÊnt 
grafps them alhtogether, and mak^s as it were 
but one bundle of reprobates, and obliges 
• every particular man toanfwer for the reft of 
the company. 

But, let me tell you, there is a wide dif- 
ference to be rpade between the Jefoits and 
- thofe 
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éxdk who oppofc them.- You^ indeed, make 
op hot one body, uoitfed under one head i 
and, by your own ruks,^ a$ I have proved 
already, nothing can be printed without tb« 
approbation of your fuperiors, who make 
thcmiielves refpohâbk for the error; of every 
particular fnember ; fb that they canriot ex« 
cafe tbemielves by faying ** they did not ob* 
** f^rvc the errors taught^ therein,*' becaufo 
«coordrng to . your own ordinance^, and thf 
fetters of your GcnerakAcQj; aviva. Vit- 
TCLEscui, &C. " They were obliged t9 
*^- iiaver taken notice of them/' For which 
reafbn, you are juftly to be charged with all 
the extravagancies that are to be met with m 
tixr wodca of your fraternity, when approved 
of by the fuperiors and divines of your order; 
But with me, Father, the cafe is quite aU 
tered. I never fubfcribed to the book of 
H0L.Y Virginity in my life. Though 
all the poor's boxes in Paris were broke open^ 
1 fbould notbe at all the lefs catholic for that» 
And, in ihort, I tell you loudly, plainly^ 
end once £(x all, that nobody b anfwerablc 
for my letters but myself, nor will I be 
acbountable for any thing but my letters. 

I: mi^t ftdp here very well, Father^ 

:wi^bbot faying any thing of fuch other per-.. 

0^4 fons 
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fôns whom you call: Iferëtiic», merely to m- 
cHide me in the number. But, as I atn the 
caufe* of their unjuft accufation, i thh^ my- 
fclf înfome fort obliged, to ky bold of this 
ôccafion to draw three advantages ftotn it. 
The firft, and a' very confiderai^ one too, 
is, to clear up the innocency of fû many- per- 
fons, whom you have afpcrfèd. The fécond, 
very pertinent to my prefent purpofe, is, 
that I (hall flill go on, to deteâ: the artifices 
of your politics iii this charge. But -the 
third, and I think moll: confiderable of all, 
is, that I (hall demonftrate to the whole 
world the faKhood of that fcandaloos and u- 
fual report of yours, " That the Church is 
^* divided by a new Hercfy/* And, fines you 
impofe on abundance of people, by making 
them believe that the points, which }rtm en- 
deavour to make fuch a noife about, are ef- 
fen^ial to the faith, I think it extreme ne- 
cciTary to deftroy thofe falfe impreffions, by 
explaining clearly in what thofe pointstcmi- 
M, and. then to prove beyond contradiâion, 
that there is really no fuch thing as an He* 
retic in the Church, 

For, is it not true, if I fliould afk, in what 
the Herefy of thofe you call Janfenifts confin- 
ed, would not you anfwer immediately, it 
I ' was 
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was beca^ they af&m ; ^' that the com^ 
V mauds of God are ttnpoffîUe to be kept; 
that grace cannot be refifted ; that man 
is nota free agent; that Jesus Christ 
died not for all men^ but only for the e-- 
lea ; and kftly» that they maintain the 
fiTepropofitions condemned by the Pope?'* 
And don't you tell every body, that that 
is ypttr reafon for perfecuting ypur opponents? 
Do not you fay fo in your books, your conver-r 
étions and your catechifms ? As lad Chrift- 
mas particularly at St. Louis, where afking one 
of your young (hepherdcffes ; *^ For whom 
** came Jesus Christ into the world, my 
*^ good child? For all men, Father, So 
** then it feems, my child, that you are 
** none of thofe new Heretics, that fay, 
." he canoe pnly for theeleâ?*' Upon this 
ihc poor children believe you ; and not on- 
ly children, but a great many others, whom 
you amufe with the very fame flories.in 
your fumons too ; as your Father Cr assjst 
did at Orleans, for which he was fufpend^. 
I muft own, that I believed you too my- 
içlf formerly, from the fame ideas you had 
given me of the Janfenifts. So that when 
you prefiëd them home upon thefe proporti- 
ons^ I was very attentive to know what an* 
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fwcr they could make ; and wa^ rcfolfed to 
have no further acquaintance with tbtm, if 
they did not renounce facfa palpable impie- 
ties ; but they did, and with edat too-p— i 
For Mr. de St Beuve, the King's ptdG^r 
in the Sorbonne, oenfured publickly in his 
writings, thefe five propoiitions, long before 
the Pope did: and thedoâors of that col- 
lege wrote and publiflied feveral other pie- 
ces, (that of Victorious Grace among 
the reft,) at the very fame time: wherein 
they renounce thefe propoiitions as heretical 
and ftrange doébrines: for they declare in 
the prfsface, ** That thefe propofitions are 
heretical and Lutheran, foifted in and 
forged at pleafure, but no where to be 
found either in *Janseniu3 or his de^ 
^* fenders :'* thefe are their very wcMrds; 
' They take it very ill to be charged with 
fuch tenets , and therefore addreâ to you^ 
what St. Prosper, the firft difcipleof their 
maftcr St, Augustin^, laid to the Semi^ 
.pelagians in France, who loaded hkn with 
•the fame doctrines, on purpofe to make him 
odbus. ** There are fome people, (fiiys 
this St.) v^bo.are hurried on by fo blind 
a paflion to ruin our reputation^ that they 
are fallen upon a method to ruin their 
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own. For they have purpofely fbrge4 
certain propofitions, full of blafphemy and 
iœpiety/ which they have fpread abroad 
in the world, to make men believe^ that 
we maintain them in the fenfe they have 
put upoa them in their writings. Bu* 
the world will fee by this anfwer^ as well 
our innocence^ as their malice, who 
charge us with thofe impieties, of which 
they themfelves are the only inventors." 
I muft own. Father, when I beard them 
talk in this manner, before the conditudon, 
when I faw them afterwards embrace it with 
fM poflible refpedt, that they offered to fuh- 
fcribe it, and that Mr. Arnauld had de- 
clared all this throughout his whole fécond 
letter, in flronger terms than I can pretend 
to ; I (hould have thought my felf guilty of 
a fio, to have fo^ much as doubted of dieir 
faith. Alid in faâ, the confef^rs, who 
were unwilling to give abfolution to any of 
Mr« Arnauld*$ adherents, before his let- 
ter came out, have fince declared, that after 
he had fo clearly condeipned the errors laid 
to his charge, there was no reafon why he 
or OTy of his friends fliçuld be cut off from 
the Church. But you, it feems, were ofar 
different opinion : which gave mc the firft 
: I oc- 
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occafion to miftruft that you were guidedi 
by the violence of paflion, ,] 

For whereas you threatened to makç, 
them fign the confli tutîon, when you thought 
fliey would refuleit; when you found diem! 
inclinable to do it of themfelves, why then. 
truly the thing was drop'd. And thougl 
mcthinks after that, you ought to have beea 
iatisfied with their behaviour; yet you mm 
needs treat them ftill as Heretics: " Be-; 
" caufe (faid you) their hands belied their 
** hearts, and that they were Cattolicldi 
" outwardly, but Heretics inwardly." As^ 
you yourfclves have expreflcd it, in your 
anfwers to certain queftions. p. 27. & 47. 

What a ftrange way of proceeding is this, 
Father! For the fame may be faid of eve- 
ry man, and then, what difturbances might 
notfuch pretenfions create! ** If we refufe 
" (fays St. Gregory the Pope) to believe 
** thofc who make confeffion of their faith 
•* agreeably to the fentiments of the Church, 
** we fhall call the faith of all C^tholicks 
** in queftion/' So I began. Father, to ap- 
jwrehend that, ** you had a mind to make 
^* them Heretics, though they were not 
^^ fo ;'* as the fame Pope fays of a like dif- 
pute which happened in his own time 1 for, 
; fays 
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fays he, " Not to bejiieve thofe who hy 
** their confcflion witncfs a true faith, is not 
•^ OPPOSING but MAKING Hercfics; Hoc 
non e/i barefim purgare^ fed facer e!^ Buç 
I was fully convinced, that in reality there 
were ho Heretics in the Church, when I faw 
they had cleared themfelves of all thofe He- 
refîes in fuch a fatisfaétory manner, that you 
were not able to charge them with the leaft 
error contrary to faith : but were reduced to 
quarrel with them about queftion% of faâ« 
relating only to Jansenius, which could 
never conftitute a Herefy. For you would 
conftrain them to acknowledge, " That 
" thefe very propofitions Were in Janseni- 
^ us, word for word, all of them, and in 
'* exprefs terms;" as you affirmed it with 
your own hand writing; " Singulares indi^ 
*^ vidua^ totidem verbis apud yANSENiuH 
** contenta'\ iayour Cavilli, p. 39. 

From the moment I faw that, your dif- 
pute became indifferent to me. Whilft I be- 
lieved you were difputing about the truth or 
falfity of the propofitions, I own I liftened 
with great attention, becaufe fo far it re- 
garded faith ; but when I faw the bufinefs 
in difpute was only to know, if the propofi- 
tions were *' word for word" in Jan sen i- 
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0S, as it did not concern rcKgion at all, 
fo I made it no longer a concern of mine. 
I do not contradict it. Father, but what you 
faid had all the outward appearance of trath: 
for, to affirm, that fuch a fentencc' i§ 
** WORD FOR word" in an author, is what 
it is impofliblc to make any mîftake about. 
For which reafon, I am not at all furprifed, 
that fo many people both in France and 
at Rome, thould, from an aflfertion fo lit- 
tle to be /ufpedted, be perfuaded that Jan- 
sen i us had really taught fuch dodrines: 
and therefore I was very much furjprifed in- 
deed, when I found, that this very mattef 
of faâ:, which you propounded, as fo very 
important and certain, was entirely falfe,' 
and that you were then defied ta quote the 
pages of Jansenius, where you had found 
thofe propofitions word for word; which 
you know you were never able to do. 

J will recount this whole affair at lafge, 
becaufe, in my opinion, it will let the world 
fee, by what fpirit your fociety adled through- 
out this whole affair. And at the fame time 
every body will be aftoniflied to find, that 
in defiance of what I juft now faid above, 
you perfift to declare publickly, that they 
are Heretics ftiH 5 but you only altered their 
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Herefics as the times changed. For, as faiSj 
as they cleared themfelvcs of oneHerefy, you 
(to keep diem always gnilty) trumped up an-r 
other. For inftance : in 1653, their Here- 
fy turned upon the quality of the propo- 
lotions: after that upon the word for 
WORD : then you placed it in the heart : 
but npw, all that is drdpt, and they nwaft 
Hccds be Heretics truly, if they will not give 
it under band and feal, *' That the fenfe of 
^^ Jansenius's propofitions, is in the £enfe 
** of the five propofitions." 

This is the fubjeâ of your prefent difpute. 
You are not fatisfied that they condemn thefc 
five propofitions, together with every thiftg 
in Jansenius that is anabgous to thcm> 
and contrary to 8t. Augustin ; for that i$ 
what they do. So that at prefent, the qaef- 
tion is not to khow (for inftance) ^* If Jesus 
•' Christ died only for the cleft ?'' for they 
condemn that as well as you; but whether 
Jansenius be of that opinion or no ? 

For which reafon I declare now, louder 
than ever, that I am as little concerned in 
your difpute as the Chutch is. For though I 
am no mbpe a doftor than you,, Father, yet 
i can eafily fee, that faith is out of the cafe, 
fince the only quçftion is to know (he fenfe 
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of Jansenius. Did they verily believe that 
his doârine agreed with the proper and literal 
fenfe of thofe propofitions, they would con- 
demn it ; and refufe to do (b, upon no other 
account but becaufe they are verily perfuaded 
that his doârine does not agree with the fenfç 
ofthçfepropofîtions. And therefore, though 
they fliould mifunderfland his doârine, they 
would not for that reafon be Heretics, be- 
caufe they underfland it ooly in a catholic 
Ànfe. 

To explain thisbyejcample, I will take the 
different opinions of St^ Basil and St. 
Athanasius, about the writings of St 
Denis of Ale^candria ; St Basil, thinking 
they had fomething that favoured of Arian- 
ifm, againft the cb-equality of the Father 
and the Son^ condemned them as heretical. 
On the other hand, St AthanaI^ius think- 
ing they contained nothing but the true fenfe 
of the Church, defended them as catholic. 
Da you think now. Rev. Father, that Sf. 
Basil, who held thefe writings to be Afti- 
AN, had a right to treat St Athana s ius 
as an Heretic, . becaufe he defended them ? 
And indeed, what realpn could there be for 
it, fince it was not the Arianifm that he e- 
fpoufed, but the true faith which he thought 

thofe 
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tiiofe writings contained ? If the two Saints 
had agreed abbut the true meaning of thbfe . 
writings, and had both difcôvercd that Here-^ 
fy of Arius in them, then indeed Stl 
AxHÂNAsius could not defehd them With-"" 
out being guilty of Hèrefy 5 but as they dif-, 
Ifered about the fehfe oiily, St. A T h a n a- 
SIÛS was a Catholic in maintaining them^^ 
even though he mifunderftood them 5 for at 
riaoft it ccmld be no more than an error of 
faâ, fince he Maintained nothing in that 
doârîrié but the Catholic faith^ which héi' 
thought it contained. 

This, Rev. Father, ï apply to you. If 
you were agreed about the fenfc of Janse.^ 
Uixi^y and yotir advcrfafies were to fay as you, 
do, that jANSÈNit/s maintains, for example ^ 
** that grace cannot be refifted i" thofe whq 
fefufed to condemn him would be Heretics*; 
But whilft you arc contending about his 
fcnfcy and they belieye that according to his 
do<5trine, ** grace may be refifted/' there is 
no^ reafon to treat them as Heretics^ what- 
ever Herefy you may throw upon J ansén i us ; 
fince they (your adverfaries) condemn the 
fenfè which you give him,, and you dare not 
^Condemn the ienfe which they give him. lif 
then, you would quite refute them^ make it 

Vol.. IL R ■ plain 
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t>lain that the fenfe which they attribute to 
Jansenius is heretical, and then they will 
be fo too. But you can never do that, be^ 
caufe it is evident from your own confeffion, 
that the fenfe which your opponents give to 
Jansenius was never condemned. 

But to convince you more clearly, I will 
take an avowed principle of your own, viz. 
*• That the doftrine of efficacious grafcc was 
7 not condemned , and that the Pope in his 
•' conftitution did not fo much as touch tip- 
•* on it/' For mdeed, when his Holinefs com* 
manded the five propofitions to be examined^ 
the article of efiicacious grace was particular- 
ly guarded from all cenfure. This appears 
perfeaiy well from the reports of thofe who 
compofed the council, to whom the Pope 
gave them to be examined. And thefe re*» 
ports I have by me, and fo have feveral peo» 
pie at Paris by them, and amongft others, 
the Lord Bi(hop of Montpellier, who brought 
$hem from Rome. Wherein we fee that 
their opinions were divided, and that the 
moft eminent, fuch as the Mafter of the Sa*$ 
cred Palace, theCommiifaryof the Holy Of- 
iice, the General of the Augqftin Friers^ and^ 
fome others, conceiving that thefe propofirf— 
«ns might be underilood in a fenfe confonant: 
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to dScacious grace^ were of opinion thai 
they ihould not be cenfured î whereas th# 
others^ allowing^ that if they carried thaç 
fenfe they ought not to be cenfured, thought 
it poper notwith (landing that theyfliouldbe 
cenfured. But why? Becaufe, as they ac* 
knowledge thcmfelves, the proper and natural 
icnfe of the words are very remote from it^ 
Upon which t^jc Pope condemned them^ 
and all the world acquiefced in his judgment» 
We may be very fure then, Father, that 
efficacious grace was never condemned : but 
on tl» contrary, is fo powerfully fupported 
by St* Augustin, St, Thomas, and all 
his difciples, by fo many Popes and coun^ 
cils, and univerfal tradition, that it woul4 
be impious to tax it with Herciy* Now, aU 
thofc, whom you treat as Heretics, declare^ 
that they meet with nothing in Jan se ni- 
trs, but this dodtrine of efficacious grace : 
and that t h a t was the only point they 
maintained at Rome. And have not you 
yourfclf, Father, owned as much, when yon 
declared with your own, mouth, in the fif» 
tcenth page of your Çavilli, " That whe© 
'*' they were difputing before the Pope, they 
** did not fo much as mention one word a- 
** bout the prppofitions î Ne wr^um quidèm t 
^ R * *^ but 
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** but (pent the whole time upon efficaciouf 
•• grace ?" And therefore let them be mlf- 
taken or not miftaken, in the fenfe they give 
to Jansenius, this at leaft is certain, that 
the fenfe they fuppofe him to have is not an 
heretical fenfe, and confequently, they them- 
felves no Heretics. For in a word, J ansen i us 
cither taught the doftrine only of efBcacious 
grace, or taught fomething elfe j in the firft cafe 
he can be charged with no errors, and in the fé- 
cond, he meets with no abettors. So that, the 
whole queftion is, whether Jansenius has 
really taught any other doârine than that of 
EFFICACIOUS GRACE? Now, if you Can 
find out that he has, though you will have 
the glory of underftanding him beft, yet your 
Opponents will not be found to have incur- 
red the misfortune of erring in the faith. 

We ought then. Rev, Father, to blefs 
God, that in reality there is no fuch thing 
as Herefy in the Chuf ch : for the fubjeâ: in de- 
bate is only about a matter of faâ, from which, 
I am fure, no Herefy can arife. For the 
Church decides all articles of faith by divine 
authority, and cuts off from itfelf all fuch 
as rcfufe to receive them : but in matters of 
faft, fhe proceeds in a different manner : and 
tbe. reafon is,, becaufe our falvation is con- 
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«c£led with the faith which has been revealed 
to us, and prefcrvcd in the Church by tradi- 
tion ; but does jiot depend on any other par- 
ticular fads, which God has not thought fit 
to reveaL For inftance : we arc obliged to 
believe that the commands. of God are not 
impoffible to be kept, but we grc ijot obliged to 
know what Jan sen i us fays upon that head. 
God, therefore, guides his Church, in fet- 
tling points of faith, by the affiftance of hit 
holy Spirit which cannot err ; but in mat- 
ters of faél, he leaves her to reafon and the 
fenfbs, the natural judges in fuch a cafe. For, 
none but God can inftrudt the Church in 
naatters of feith ; but our eyes can tell us by 
reading Jansenius whether fuch and fuch 
propofitions are in his book or not. From 
whence it occurs, that what makes it Herefy 
to rejeâ; the decifions of faith is, becaufe 
man ereds his own fpirit in oppofition to the 
Spirit of God. But, though I grant it may 
be temerity, it can never be Herefy, to dif- 
believe fome particular matters of fad 5 be- 
caufe that is no more than fetting up reafon, 
which may be clear and evident, againft an 
authority, which, how venerable foever, i« 
jiQt for all that infallible. . / 
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I find all divines agree in diis, as it ap 
pears by this maxim of Cardbal Bei^lar* 
MiK of y6ur fociety. ^* Tliough g^ieral 
^ councils, (fays he,) legally convened, can* 
•* not err in defining tenets of faith, yet in 
•* matters of fad, they tnay." And ia 
another place he aflcrts, ** That the Pope 
•• as Pope, and even at the head of a ge-^ 
*^ neral council, may err in particular con- 
*^ troverfies, relating to feÛs whicji depend 
^< chiefly on the depofitions, and infc^mati* 
^ ons of the witneflcs/' Cardinal Baro^ 
NI us fays the* fame: *' We muft entirely 
*^ fuk«nit to general councils in points of 
^^ faith} but as for cenfures thrown upcMi parti-^^ 
^* cular perfons and their writings, they have 
^* not been rigoroufly infiftdd upon ; becaufe 
*• no man can be fo fure, but that he may 
^' >poffibly be miftaken/* For which rea* 
fon his Grace the Archbifliop of Tholouse 
drew the following rule from the letters of 
two eminent Popes, St. Leo, and Pel a-^ 
plus the fécond, *^ That the proper olw 
♦* Jed of councils, is faith. And that every 
^' thing that was decided therein, indepen-i- 
^^ dent of faith, might be reviewed and çx^ 
^^ amined afrefh : but whatever had been 

« deçWed in point of faith Should never be 
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^^ brtmghtio a rc-cxamînatîon,** Becaufe^ 
as TERT0LLIAN fays, " The rule of 
** faith IS the only one that is unalterable, 
•^ and irretradable." 

And this is the very reafon why we find thai 
^neral councils, lawfully called, never con* 
tradiâ each other in matters of faith. Be* 
caufe, as the Archbifliop of Tholouse fays, 
•* It is not lawful to rfc-examine what has 
** once been decided to be a matter of faith/* 
But we have feen the very /ame councils 
diiâgree about matters of faâ, when the 
difference arofe about the fenfe or meaning 
of an author; and the reafon for difagreeing, 
according to the fame Archbifhop, (following 
herein the Popes whom he quotes) is, ** be- 
^^ caufe every thing that has been decided in 
*^ councils, except faith, may be fubjeâed to 
^* a frefli enquiry." 

In this manner the fourth and fifth coun- 
cils ieem to difièr from each other, in the 
interpretation of the fame authors ; and the 
fame thing happened to two- Popes, about 
a propofition of certain Scythian Monks: 
For, after Pope Hormisbas, underftanding 
the jMTOpofition in an ill fenfe, had condemn-, 
edit; Pope John the fécond his fucceflbr, 
examining it again, and taking it in a good 
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fcnfe, approved of it, and declared it cai 
tholic. But will ypu fay now, that one of 
fhefe Popes Was an Heretic? Ought you not 
therefore to confefs, that, fuppofing a man 
condemns the heretical fenfe, which one of 
the Popes fuf^fed to be in a book, or writing, 
that n)an is no Heretic for not condemning 
that book, or writmg, in a fenfe, that it is 
certain the Pope never, condemned it in? 
Since if this is not allowed, it follows, that one 
of thcfe two Popes njuft be guilty of an he- 
retical error. 

I had a mind. Father, to make you fa-? 
iniliar with thefe contrarieties which happen 
between Catholics, about queftjons of fad, 
as far as it relates to a true underfland- 
ing of the fenfe of an author; by laying be-^ 
fore you, on this head, the different opinions 
of one Father of the Church againft another, 
Pope againft Pope, and council againft coun- 
cil, to lead you on frqm thence to other exr 
amples equally oppofite, though not equals 
ly balanced. For you will there find the 
councils and Popes of one fide, and Jefuits 
of the other, in oppofition to their decifions 
>bQUt the fenfe of an amhor: aqd yet you 
fire fq far frorn accufing your fraternity of 
fîerely, th^t jrou pycp do not fo/piuch as apr 
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JDnfeth'cip. of temerity. Father, you know 
very well, that the writmgs of . O R i O ïi m 
werc^ condemned by feveral councils, and fe- 
ycral Popes, ^ind more particularly by the fifth 
gen^^l council, as containing fome heretical 
dpâxines, aqdamongu: Qthers that '^ of the 
^* recopcijiatipri of the devils, at the d»y of 
" jodgqacnt.'* 

Now tell me fincerely, if you really be.- 
liete, in order to my being a true Catholic, 
ithatt I am abfolutely obliged to.confefs that 
Origen really maintained thofe errors? And 
js it not enough to condemn them in them*r 
felvçs, without charging him with them ? 
If not, what will become of your father 
H A L L o J X, who has defended the purity of 
Origin's faith, as well as feveral other ca« 
tholic writers who have attempted the fame 
Shingy visa. Pico de Mjrandola, and 
Genebrard, doâor of the Sorbonne ? And 
is it not alfo certain that this very fame fifth 
general council, condemned the writings of 
Theodore Tj^againft $t. Cyrii,, ** As 
•^ impious, contrary to the true faith, and 
'^ fraught with the Herefy of Ne s tor i- 
•^ us?" But neverthelefs, father Si rmond, 
g Jefuit, has thought proper to defend him, 
and tq dçcl^rç id thç life pf that Father, 
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<* That tfaoiô very writings had nothing of 
^< NBSToaius's Herefy in them/' 

Yott fee from hence^ Father» that wh^ 
l§ie Charch condemns an ailtèor^s wri&ig^, 
flie fuppofes that there is an error therein^ 
tfhich errc»: {he ccmdemns $ and in that cafe, 
I own, I am obHged to beliere that fuch an 
eAror is condemned : but I am not obliged 
to believe that tho^ writings really contain 
the errors which the Churdi has fuppofed to 
be in them. I believe what I have ùàâ to 
be fufficiendy proved, and flball conclude 
thefe inftances, by that of Pope Honori^s 
ib wcU known in the world. It is very no-:, 
torious *that at the beginning of the ièvènth 
century, when the Church was difturbed by 
the Herefy of the Monothelites, this Pope, 
to compofe the difference, made a decree 
which feemed to favour thefe Heretics; in« 
fomuch, that many were fcandalifed at it. 
However this paiTed on pretty well, under 
his pontifkat ; but fifty years after, when the 
Church aifembled in the fixth general coun- 
cil, in which Pope Agatho preiided by 
his legates, this decree was brought upon the 
carpet, and after being read and examined, 
was condemned for containing the Herefy of 
the Monothelites and burned as ûich in a full 
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ftflemUy, together with the other writings 
of thofe Heretics. And this decifion was 
received with {6 much refpeâ and uadnimity 
hy the whole Church, diat it was afterwards 
i:onfirmed by two other general coandk s 
nay even by Pope Leo the fecond, and A« 
ORiiiN the fécond) who both lived two hun^ 
dred years afterwards j nor did any one ariife 
for fcven or eight centuries who gave the leaft 
difturbance to that peaceable and univferfd 
<onfent. However, fome authors of later 
times, and Cardinal Bêx^larmin amongft 
the teft, have maintained, v^ithout fear df 
being called Heretics, agaiiift fo many Popes 
and councils, that the writings of Hono»^ 
Rius were free from the error they wftrc 
charged with ; ** Becaufe, fays he, general 
councils being liable to error in points of 
faét, one may fay with aU boldnefs that the 
fixth generîd council was miftaken in that 
^' particular fadt, and that not having through^ 
^* ly underftood the fenfe of Honor lus's 
^^ letters, had ranked him unjuftly in die 
•* number of Heretics." 

Wherefore, I dcfire you will make this 

particular remark, Fatlier, that no man can 

be an Heretic, for faying that Pope Hono* 

HI y s was no Heretic, although feveral 
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popes and fcvcrâl councils had declared lum 
10 be fo, and that even after a thorough ex- 
tunination into the affair. Which brings me 
to bur prefent queftion ; and I will give you 
leave to make your caufe as good as you can. 
What is it you will fay. Father, to prove 
•your adverfaries Heretics ? Will you fay '• That 
«* Pope Innocent the tenth has declared that 
'* the enor of the five propofitions is in 
^^ Jansenius?*' With all my heart : but 
what do you infer from thence ? *' That a 
«* man mûft be an Heretic, who denies the 
'** error, of the five propofitions, to be in 
i** Jansenius?** What do you think of this, 
my good Father ? And is not our prefent 
queftion about a faâ: of the fame nature with 
thofe abovementioned ? The Pope has de- 
clared that the error, of the five propofitions, 
is in Jansenius : juft as his predecefibrs had 
declared that the error of the Neftorians and 
Monothelites was in the writings of Theo- 
DORRT and HoNORius. Upon which, your 
Fathers have declared in their writings, 
that they readily condemn thofe Herefies,^ 
but they cannot agree that thofe authors ever 
maintained them ; which is juft the cafe of 
your prefent adverfarics, who readily con- 
demn tbqfe five prqpofitions, but cannot agree 
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that ever Jansenius tiaught them. ^ Uponr 
my word. Father, thcfe two cafes are very 
much alike ; and if * there be any difference, 
it is eaiy to fee what advantage the prefent 
qucftion has, by comparing feveral particular 
circumflances, which are fo vifible of them- 
felveSj that I fhall take no further notice of 
them. Now I want to know, Father, how 
it comes about, that in the fanie cafe, your 
Fathers are Catholics, and your adverfarie^ 
Heretics ? And by what unaccountable ex- 
ception will you deprive them of that liberty 
which you grant to all the refl of the faithful? 
What will you fay to this. Father? '* That 
•' the Pope has confirmed his conflitution by 
" a brief?" In anfwer to that, I fay, that 
two Popes and two general councils have 
confirmed the condemnation of Honor in sfs 
letters. But what emphafis do you pretend 
to lay on the words of this brief, in which 
his Holinefs declares, ** That he hath con- 
*' demned .the doârine of Janseniu s, iit 
** thofe fiye propofitions ?" But, ^ what does 
this add to the constitution, or what 
follows from thence, but that, as the fixth 
general council condemned the dodrine of 
Honor I us, believing it to be the very fame 
with that of the Monothelites ; in like man* 
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ner^ the Pope ftysi that he htth condemned 
die doârine of Jansemius in the five pro* 
pofitioQd, ^believkg it to be the fame with 
that of thofe five propofitions i And indeed^ 
how could he belkve otherwiie Î Por^ your 
ibciety talked of nothing elfe4 And yourielf^ 
in your own perfon^ my good Father^ waa 
at Rome at the time of the cenfiire, (you fee 
I meet with you every where) a£erting with 
your own mouth, that thoie propofidons weref 
WORD P0& woAO in Jansehius. Could 
he^ the Pope^ have diilrufled either the iin^ 
cetity, or the abilities of fo m^y eRAvs 
religious men ? And |x>w could he avoid be« 
Kevm^ that the doârine of Jams£nii;s mufi 
be the âme with that of the five propofi*- 
tions» after he had your fecurity tlût tjiey 
woe woKD FOR woRjD in that author 2 
From hence» Father, it is very plain, that 
if it ihould appear that Jan s en lu 8 never 
maintained thofe propofitions, we need not 
iky, as your Fathers (in their examples) have 
iaid^ viz. That the Pope deceived himielf in 
this particular point of faâ; which is alwajprs 
difiigrteable to divulge : we have nothing more 
to lay then but that you deceive the Pope, 
which will bring no fcandal upon you» whd 
are at prefent fo well known in the world* 

Thus^ 
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Thus you fee, Father, that this affair^ 
taken all together, is not able to make an Hc^ 
refy ; but as you are refolved to make one 
at any rate, coil what it will, you have en-^ 
deavoured to throw ofF the queftion from 
the matter of faâ, and lay it upon a point 
of faith : which you do in this manner.* 
^^ The Pope, fay you, declares that he haa 
*^ condemned the dodlrineof Jansenius in 
*' the five proportions s we ought therefore to 
*^ believe, that thedoétrine of Jansskius, 
" relating to thofe proportions, is Jberetical, 
" be the doâirine wlut it will." It is a 
ftrange point of faith, my good Father, tha| 
a doârine muft be heretical, be it what it 
will. What! If according to Jansenius, 
^^ a man may refift internal grace'' ; and if 
kbefalfe according to him, "That Jesus 
*^ Christ died for none but the predefti- 
^^ nate,'' mufl that be condemned top, bo^ 
caufe it is his doârine ? Shall it be true in tfa^ 
Popes CONSTITUTION^ " That we arp at 
** liberty to do either good or evil,*' and (hall 
the fame thing.be falfe in Jansenius? 
Through what fatality muft he be fo nik^ 
happy, that truth herfelf, in his book, be- 
comes an Herefy ! Muftit not rather be cdn^ 
fefTed;» that he is heretical only, in cafe h« 
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conforms to thofe errors that ai-e cdndemnèd? 
Since the Pope's constitution is the rule 
Co which we muft apply Jan s enius, in or- 
der to judge what he iSj by his conformity 
thereto. And fOj by this means, we can re- 
folve this queftion, viz. •** Whether his doc- 
** trine be heretical ?" By another qùeftiôrt 
of fadl, viz. ** Whether it is conformable to 
the natural fenfe of thefe propofitions?" For, 
if it be conformable, it is impoffiblc to tnakc 
it catholic, and if it be nonconfohnable^ it is 
as impoffible to make it hereticaL For id 
fliort, fince^ according to the Pope aùd thd 
Bilhops, ** thefe propofitions are condemned ici 
f^ their proper and naturaKenfe," it is impof- 
fiblc they fhould be condemned in the fenfe 
pf Jan 8 EN I us, except indeed the fenfe oî 
Jan s EN I us fhould be the fame with the 
proper and natural fenfe of thefe propofitions, 
which amounts to no more than a point of 

faa. 

The queftion therefore ftill refts oil the 
matter of faâ, and it is impoffible to changd 
it to a matter of right, and confequently can 
never be made matter of Herefy. You might 
draw from hence, indeed, matter of perfecu- 
tion, but we hope you will find nobody entef 
fo far into your interefts, as to abet fuch un- 
4 ^ }uft 
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juft proceedings, or çoriftrain people to give 
it under their hands, as you require, •* That 
" they condemn thofè propcfitions . in the 
** fcnfe of Jansenius,'* without explaining 
what that fenfe of Jansenius is. . But I 
fancy very few people are fond of figning a 
blank for a confeffion of: faith. Yet what 
you require would be figning this blank, 
which would be afterwards filled up with 
what you think proper, fince yoU^'àre at li- 
berty to put what conftrùâion you pleafe up- 
on Jans en lus's meaning, which was nevef 
explained. Let it then be explained before- 
hand J or elfe we fliall be plagued agam, ai 
we were with your next power: " -^ 
'* Jlrabendo ah omni fenfuj* 

But you know this will not take in the 
world : for, there men hate ambiguity, e- 
fpccially in matters of faith, where it is but 
very juft that men fhould underfl:and at leaft, 
what they are going to condemn. ' And how 
can it poffibly be, that thofe dodors, who 
are fiiUy perfuaded that Jansenii/s has no 
other fenfe but that of efficacious grace, 
ihould confent to declare, that they condemn 
his doétrine without explaining it ? Since, ac- 
cording to their prefent belief, in which they 
fcem to perfift, they muft^iecefiarily condemn 

VoLt n. S efficacious 
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iffiçMiaii» pact, vihtch caoa^tbe «osidemo* 
e4 wtÛhout 8 ipriine? And wouU it ttM^be^t 
ibtng!^ iôrt:Qf tyiaony» to put i%mi»dfei 
tbis. ttnhiippy dUonuna, either to mtWthi»»* 
fà(f€% guilty before Gois bjr 6gpm^ Uiis <»m« 
^enmatioii aguoft their confcieo(ies>} or to b« 
tiefUed 96 Heretio» if thcf relUfe »» da.iti 
. But there is a my^wy Hi aU thiss and «^ 
very Aep you take i$ guided by politica 
,^Vhereiore I think myf^ obliged to diftotper 
|be reaion why you reluiêd to eaq^ain. Jan* 
sSNius's meaoii:^. I write men^y to dHco^ 
yer your defigns, and by that difcpvery, to 
malû them ineffedhiai. I omft ther^Ebre. ac^ 
cpiaivit Aich as do not know it, that year 
principal intereft in this difpute» bekig tf 
Jcfep up the reputation of sufpicivnit 
GRACE, maintained by ycMir MociM^^f .. y<# 
can never do it without deuroying-.H^lRC a* 
pious QRACE, which IB Utterly répugnant 
1^. it. 3ut as you fee the kft is «u^tonssed 
tX this day in. Rome, and by all thoib of the 
g^teft learning in the Church, fimiing your^ 
felve$ unable to cope with it in itiêify yoB 
thoi^t to attack it, ^without being perceive 
ed, under the name o^JANSBNI.uS'8.4o^I3al^t 
end fo you were fain tc» g^ jAtissMiys qoik 
deoopfid witbont any examioatkn^Qf Um^ 9x4 

..i . . ■ ... ;-.. -:.. to 
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to ûiêoteâûkc batter, ptrtcH f he world that 

hk^ào&rme is not the fame whh that of efti*^ 

cadous gt^acei Id order to make us believe 

that one imy be coodefimied without the ot 

écî. This therefore it what you endealrout 

to inftil^ . even to thisday, into all fuch at 

are not acquainted ^ith the . audior. And 

even you yourfdf» my good Father^ purfue 

die vety fame method in your Cavilli, p.Mj. 

by tlw fubtle argument. '^ The- Pope has 

*^ condMoned the doétrine of jAmsNiot g 

^ but the Pape has not condemned the doc- 

^* trine ù( eâkacîous grace : therefore the 

^* doûrine of efitcacious grace is different 

'* from that of J AH ^ en i us." Was this ar^ 

gument' conduis ve/ I could demonftrate bf 

ike fame means, that Honorius and all 

hisi a^erents are Heretics : as for inftance t 

'* The ixth council has condemned the doc^ 

^* trine df ;Homorius : but the council haà 

-^ Jiot condemned the doârine of the Church; 

** T^het^ie the doârine of Honorius it 

•• difFefeiat from that of the Church, and 

•* therefore all his adherents are Heretics/' 

It is very evident that no inference can bè 

drawn ^om hence ; iince the Pope has con-* 

demned riothing bat the doârine of the five 

l>r^K4iisioh$, which he wa^ tt^^ 

thedoârineofjANSENius. Si But 
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But I will drop this ; for you will not 
make ufe of this argument much longer your* 
felves. However, weak as it is, it will lafl 
long enough to anfwer your prefentoccafions. 

All you expeél from it is, to draw in fuch 
as would not condemn efficacious 
GRACE, to condemn Jansenius with lefs 
difficulty. And when that is once done, 
the argument indeed is forgotten 5 but tte 
fignature will retnain an 'eternal monument 
of the condemnation of J an s e n i u s. 
From whence you will take occafion, in due 
time, to fall diredly upon efficacious grace, 
by a more folid way of difputation, in the 
following manner : " The doârine of Jan- 
^* s EN I us (you will then fay) was condemn- 
" cd by the univer fal fubfcriptions of the whole 
** Church. But this doftrine is manifeftly 
** the fame with that of efficacious grace." 
Which you will prove eafily enough. " There- 
" fore the dodtrine of efficacious grace is 
** condemned even by the confeffion of it's 
" own adherents." 

This is the true reafon why you propofé 
figning the condemnation of a doftrine with- 
out explaining it : and this is the advantage 
you expedl: to draw from this fubfcription. 
But if your adverfaries refufe to figh, why 
/^ ; ... then 
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len truly you lay another foare for them^ 
n aœoqnt of their refofal. For, having' 
raftilyTalended' together matter of faith v^ith 
)atter bFfac^, without giving them leave to- 
iftinguifti or ifign, one without the. other ;' 
5 they cannot fign them both together, you 
n\\ give it out every where, that they re-- 
ife both together. . So that though, in re- 
lity, they only refufe to acknowledge that 
ANSENius ever maintained the propofitions 
3ey condemn, (which by the bye can make* 
Herely) you will confidently affirm, that 
bey refufed to condemn the propofitions in 
iiemfclves, and make them Heretics upon 
bat account. 

This, then, is the advantage which you 
/ould' reap from their refufal : which is as- 
reat as "any you could draw from their con- 
tnt. For if their figning is pofitively infifl:ed 
pon, they will fall equally into your fnares, 
i^en whether they fign or not, and you are 
ire to be gainers either way : fo dexteroufly 
ÏVC you ordered your affairs, that they fuc- • 
5cd, go which way they will. 
Ah Father ! how thoroughly do I know 
*i ! and how heartily forry am I to fee that 
^D has fo far abandoned you, as to permit 
fu to fucceed fo happily, in fuch an uiihap- 
» S3 py 



Digitized 



by Google 



t6t LETT E R XlOlt 

py undertaking. Your ha()jw«çlS Béftità 
compaffion» ' and can be envied by dftfie 1»t 
inch as know not what true h^pbtsfi is. It 
Is charity to crofs ^t ha|^iiiefi» îiti^idiyûa 
would procure by your wh^e mèSibi of 
proceeding; for it is grounded onffifibdod^ 
fince you wouH make us believe oneef thtA 
two bifides, W2;. Either that Aé Church hsi 
Condemned efficacious grace; or thàt'tbôfi 
who defend it, maintain the five crrbtt cofr 
demned. Be it therefore known to all tli 
world, that, by your own confeffiori, cfficfr 
dous grace is not condemned; èdthèfddefi 
any man defend thofe errors. I f^y tMs, » 
make it evident, that they who (hould wfi* 
to fign, what you demand of théni, fcffift 
only to fign the matter of faâ ; and that tf 
they are ready and willing to fign the matj 
ter of faith, they cannot be Heretks fo^ 
refufing to fign the iadt Fer< i^ O^ort^ 
though I ought ^ believe that th|bE^ pop(>^ 
fitions are heretical^ yet I can o^vtr be o^ 
bliged to believe that they belong, to JAm^ 
SEN J us. The friends of Jau^enius ai^ 
not roiftaken, and that is fufficiefftt Pcrhapi 
they ipterpret him too ^voiu^bly, but pcr^ 
baps you do not interpret him favourably cj 
wwgb* ^ that as it will ^ bat thi& J kno^ 
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^tkdk that acccH^dlng ,to your maxims, you 
beKeve k is no crime to proclaim him an He- 
ceticagainft your own knowledge^ whereas 
ywr antngoniiUj: accordii^ tQ ^^i^ maxims^ 
CQuBnot, without a crime, fay that Jan as- 
Ni us w%s a Catholic^ except they were, in*^ 
tkely cpQvipççd that, he was fo. , This proves^ 
^d^ri thgpt ihey are more fincere than you ; 
they ha?e examined him more than you« 
Theyaremenof as goodunderftandingasyou: 
and therefore are as much to be credited as 
you. But let what will happen to this point 
iof f^, ftitt^ they zse cirUinly Catholks. Fat, 
i hope^ I may be a Catholic without %ing 
another is not, and without layitag errors at 
Other mens doors, I am very well off to get 
^ido^ no^ own. 
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TO THE 

f 

Rev. father A N N A T, 

■ Jefuit and Confeflbr to the King. 

On a writing by him intitled, The 
honefty of the Japfenifts, &:c. 

• Jan. M 5, 1657. 

Rev. Father, 

I Have read all the contents of your writ* 
ing which is intitled. The honesty 
OP THE Jansenists, &c. I ha vc remark- 
ed, that in it you treat your adverfarics, that 
is to fay, Mejjrs. of Port^Royal, as Heretics, 
in fo ftrong and aflured a manner, as feems 
to prevent the leaft doubt of their being fo, 
8pd you make a ihield of this accufation to 

defend 
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defend yourfelvcs againft the attacks of th«* 
authox of the. Letters to a Provincial, whom 
you fuppofe to be one of the fociety of Port- 
Royal. I do. not know if he be one of them. 
or not, Rev, Father, and I chufe rather tù, 
believe that he is not, on his own word, than 
that he is, on yours 5 becaufe you bring, no, 
proof of it. For my part I am cçrtainly neither 
inhabitant of, nor fecretary to Port-Royal, 
i>everthelefs I cannot help propofing fome dif-; 
ficulties. which arife in me about the qualify^ 
you give them, in which, if you farisfy m^- 
ijiffenuoufly and without equivocation, I ih^ll 
fide with you, and believe that they are :He-f; 
retics. 

You know. Rev. Father, that to fay of a 
fet of men that they are Heretics, is a ram'^ 
bling or uncertain accufation,; and is rather. 
t^ken for reproach infpired by pafîion, than 
for à truth, if it be not fhewn in what, and 
how they become Heretics : one (bouH in-^ 
ftance the heretical propofitions, which they 
defend, and quote the' books in which they 
defend and maintain them as orthodox tru^iPi. 

I afk of you therefore. Rev, Father, m 
the fiirft place, in what MefTrs. of Port-Royal^ 
^re Heretics ? Is it becaufe they do npt fe-i- 
ceive the conftitutioij' qI Pope I^inocent the 

tenth. 
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tmth, vnhd because tfaey do not condeaio tbe 
fivt profx>fiiions whkh he ha^ ocmdtttxuied ? 
H that be the cafe I hold them to be Here- 
tics. But, RcT. FathcT) how cam I brliei^ 
tiMsofthem, imce they wiite ai^ iky opcûl3P 
tbtt they tfo receive the faid cooltitutiûny' zxiâ 
tilat they do^ condemn that whidi the IV^is 
|lM,oo0demiied? 

. .Win yon fay^ that they docutwâxdly reU 
Ottfe k, bot do not belkve tt m dieir hearts? 
I'belecch you» ^er. Father, do xtat wake 
«rat agabft their thoughts, content yoér&lf 
pfkht doing fo againft dictr wOrdj, ami wnfc4 
ings : fer focb a manner of procseedtng k on^^ 
fattj and (hews a fbange and uncbriftiail aûi« 
jttc^ty ; befides, if one albw^tfab to pa^ 
^icre cannot be any man who may iiot be 
made an Heretic, or if yoir pliealb, even a 
Mahometan,, f^ faying only, ûizt in his heait 
Ibch a perfo!» does not believe any of the myf^ 
teriea^ dT the Chriftian region. 

In what then are- they Heredcs ? Is h be* 
tSBvfe they Vfnil not acknowledge diat the& 
five propofitions are in the book of jAN^b^ 
li^l«^ But I afiirm to you. Rev. Father,, thsft 
it never was, nor ever vnll be matter of ife- 
ftfy to emjnkt: whether certain propofitSons 
^«opdisiKied are in^a book or noc For eao- 

ample. 
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pBÊspki édboeter fays ilidt ^ftmitjon, 'fucA: i» 
thé acred ooundl oi Tk^nth^ésCctilbsû^ ii 
bad, and tfaaith» a^fin^ ia an Heretic *,'kmt if 
smy one i^bted whether tbk çttfîdemMd 
propofitton k ta be found m Lirxiceii^ or 
CAi^ift^tN, be wottld not be an Heretic fotf 
tl^ In ifae ^OM mumer» he that âionld 
maintain as catholic^ the*five ptopoûûisin$to»i 
demnedi^iiie 9opc vmalà be a Hcretic^'l^ttt 
wketfaertbey are in jAHs^nivteenaé^iwoo 
matter of iâîtb; although am tbisaccooniKtié 
fiiraUiiotdMde, ornake a ibbifm. Letoie 
Ukcwifeadd, Kw. Father^ that ymr ^îm^ 
fariea lwf& dedared that cfaey did not at -all 
tnmldQrthenfdifts wbetbdr thefe propofitsuoe 
were w tmcre not in jAN&£Niu<a, and titatt 
ifi whatever books «bey are to be fbiind^ tfac^ 
condemn ^m. Where then is their Hax^ 
ff^ that yoia fhooM fay and repeat wiib lb 
much eonfidcnos that they are Heretica i' 

I beg you would not anfwer that, becanft 
die Pope and the Biâiops have faid tfaef ara 
in Jaksx^ius, it is therefore Herefy to émf 
4ti^ for I maintain that it might indeed beaift» 
to deny it^ unieâ one was pofitively oertajtiof 
the contrary. I iiy fbrther, it might bea ûAàùa 
«rdiâ^ £rom them oa urn Aibjeâ » btttk «aiiu 
^oc «ver be Herefy. Sut if any one^ who^hae 

eyes 
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eyes to read^ has not found them* in his book, 
he may lay I have not read them thereki, 
without incurring from thenœ the appellatkif 
of a Heretic. 

' What will you urge thcn^ Rev. Father, 
in proof that your adverfaries are Heretics'? 
You will fay .without doubt, that Mr. Ar-^ 
N AULD in his fécond letter has renewed one 
of the five propofitibnt. But who bave iàid 
fo? Some do£lors of the . faculty, differing 
from their brethcen on this article. And on 
what have they grounded their aâèrdon? 
Not on his words, which are the fame as ^ 
Chrysostom's and St. Augustin's, but 
on a fenfe which they pretend was in Mr. 
Arn apld's imaginatiKXi, and which Mr. 
Arnaulo denies that he ever had. Now, 
I think, that charity obliges all the world 4o 
believe a prieft and a doâor, who gives an 
account of what is hidden m his mind, and 
which is only known to God. Befides this 
reafon. Rev. Father, the faculty not divided 
amongft themfelves, but united, has fo oft- 
en condemned your authors, and indeed your 
whole fociety coUcâively, that you hgive too 
much intereft in it, not to be veiling that all 
fuch fhould be thought Heretics whom you 
condemn* 

I cannot 



Digitized 



by Google 



To Father Anna t. 459 

. I cannot ttemfcM-e find in what, . or faov^ 
thefe pcrfonsiwrhom you call Janfcnifts, are 
Heretics^ Ncvetthefefs, Father,' if by call- 
ing your brother, fool, you arc in danger of 
hell-fir«, according to the teftimony of Jésus 
Christ in the Gofpel, to call him without 
any procrf* or reafon, an Heretic, is a much 
greater œme, and what defer ves much grcatcc 
chaftifement. All thefe accufations of Herefy, 
which coft you nothing but a confident aflcr- 
ticMi, can be of no other fcrvice to you, ex- 
cept only to alarm the ignorant and afloniflx 
women ; hut I would have you to know,' 
that men o£ fenfc will be convinced wherein 
the Herefy confifts. What, Rev. Father, (hall 
LESSiusbefafe becaufe he has Victoria, 
and Navarre, for authors and vouchers of 
what he advances, and fliall not Mr* Ar- 
NAULD be fo too, when he fpeaks as St. 
Austin, St. Chr ysostom, St. Tho- 
M A à, and all his followers have fpok- 
en ? , Since what time has antiquity been criK 
minal? 

. At what time has the faith of our Fathers 
changed ? You ufc your utmoft eflforts ta 
fhew that McfFrs. of Port-Royal have the 
charaâ:ers,,and genius of Heretics: but before 
you go fo far, you ought tohave.fhcwn,.tha| 

they 
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theyttàUyiireib:^d tiiisis vAsktfCmMtth&t 
tUe to do, aiïâ ôf whkh I tHU clcàriy ^ 
mbofbittf ûxtfhàivt not the kail appeàfandbi 

The Chlifdi^ m oppoflng die Athtné^ acî 
ctifed tliem of denying the confobftantiftKcy 
of the Son wi& the eternal Father. Did the 
Arians renounce this propditioni 'Did they 
declare that they admkted the equidky and 
confiibftantiality of the Father and So» I 
They never did,' and therefore âiey wtreHe^ 
retics. You accnie yoor adverfaries of %w 
îftg; ** that the precepts are impd&Ue/' 
They deny that they have laid fo : they con^ 
ie&, that to fay (6, k heretical r they deny 
Ihat either Before or fince the conjlitntian of 
the Pope, they have faid fo. Together v»4tH 
yoa they declare all tbofe who maineain ûâ$ 
dèârine to be Heretics: they cannot théreforti 
be Heretics. 

When the holy Fathers declared N«sto* 
f,fu$ to be' an Heretic, becaufe he denied 
i6e hypoftatical union of the Word wiâi the 
iacred human fubftance, and that he made 
two perfons in J[xsus Christ, did the Nef^ 
toriant of that time, or thofe who remaiDed 
in the eaft afterwards, contradift their hok^ 
fag' the opinion of which they were accoftd ? 
Pid they not fay, it is true that we do vlù^ 

Icnowledge 
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Cbki&t^ but i^ç inâit dqit our ib cjbiqg U^ 
Hqcfy ? XWf w^ *w la^uag^ ^ aqd thçrç* 
fore û»Y wer4;and çootioue ftill ttr^ Here** 
tics. Jfotwlstw you % that Me0[^^ 
Royalf maintain^ '^ tba^t one caisoat rc&ft iiir 
'' t^aal .grace/' they dc^y it j and cpofbffiqi 
1irith.y<9i that k is an Herefy, they dste)i| 
tlus pr(^ûtiûn^ xontrary to thofe who a4mit 
the propofitipn^ and deny that it is an Hece^ 
Therefore they arc t^t Heretics, , » 

When the Fathers condemned Uttchç% 
becaufe he believed that there was but am 
nature in Jesus Christ^ did he deny hif 
belief, or did he acknowledge that there wem 
two natures ? If he had iaid fo^ he had npt 
been condemned $ but he affirmed that therç 
was but one nature, and infixed that the £ty« 
ing fo was no Herefy ; and therefore he wa9 
an HeibtiCr When you fay, that Mef&s. of 
|^ort4lqyal hold, *' That Jesus Christ dii| 
*^ not die for the whole world, or all mqafg 
^^ and tli^t he ihed his blood for the falvaf^ 
^ t^Qt of the predeftinated alone," what d(> 
they ^nfvirer ? Do they fky it is true.thjd^ 
t^y^fireof this opinion? On thecontrarji dç» 
tbçy ipot declare that they hold this to be^ 
bpretieal dp^trme^ and that thçy neyer juv| 
^- . ^ or 
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or ever will fay fo ? And they declare that 
they believe on the contrary, that k is falfe, 
that Jesus Christ (hould have Aed his 
blood for the predeflinated alone, but that 
he has likewife ihed it for the reprobate alfo, 
who refifts his grace ; and laftly they believe 
that he died for all men, as St, Austin be^ 
Sieved, St. Thomas taught, and as the coun- 
cil of Trent has determined. Is not this 
therefore. Rev. Father, to the full as ftrong, 
as if they had faid, that they believed it, in 
the manner the Jefuits do, and as Molina 
has explained it ? Therefore they are not He* 
retics. 

When it has been urged agalnft the Mo* 
nothelites, that there are two wills, and two 
operations in Jesus Christ, did Cyrus of 
Alexandria, andSERGius of Conftantinople, 
or others of them fay, that they were, falfly 
charged ? Have they ever declared that they 
admitted that there were two wills, and two 
operations in our Lord Jesus Christ ? No, 
they have not, and it is for this reafon that 
they are Heretics. When you obj^d to 
Meffrs. of Port-Royal, that in this ftate of 
corrupt nature, they do ** rfot exclude or re- 
** jedt any neceffity of meritorious or deme- 
ritorious aâîons, except the necefCty of 
I '' conftraint," 
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^' conftraint/' they deny it, and teach oa 
the contrary, that we have in this life in all 
our adions, by which we merit or demerit, 
the equal power.of adling or notafliing, even 
with efficacious grace, which does not necef- 
fitate us, although it does lead us infallibly 
to do good, as the Thomifts hold. There- 
fore they are not Heretics. 

Laftly, Father, when the Church has re- 
proached Luther and Calvin with their 
denying our facraments, and not believing 
tranfubftantiation, and with difobediencc to 
the Pope, have thefe Arch-heretics, with 
whom you fo often compare your adverfaries, 
ever once complained that things were laid 
to their charge, which they had not faid ? 
Did they not then maintain, and do they not 
ftill continue to maintain thefe propofitions ? 
And for this reafon it is that they are He- 
retics. 

When you tell Meflrs. of Port-Royal, that 
" they do not acknowledge the Pope, that 
" they no not receive the council of Trent," 
they make ufe of the expreffion which they 

ought to do, MENTIRIS IMPUDEJ^riSSIME\ 

that is, you have belied them in it, Rev. Fa- 
ther. For in matters of fuch importance it is 
allowable, nay even neceffary to give the lie. 
Vol. II. T They 
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They are not then Heretics, or if they arc 
fo, they have neither the genius or charaâ:er 
of fuch ; we have never feen any of this 
kind in the Church : and it is much eafier 
to (hew in their adverfaries the mark and 
fpirit of calumniators and impoftors, than in 
them the character of Heretics, 

I allow readily. Rev, Father, that the He- 
retics have often charged the Catholics with 
Hercfy. The Pelagians have faid that St. 
Austin denied free-will : the Eutychians 
have faid that the Catholics denied the fub- 
ftantial [hypoftatical] union of God and 
man in Jesus Christ : the Monothelites 
accufed the Catholics of placing a diftinâion 
and contrariety between the divine and human 
will in Jesus Christ : the Iconoclafts 
have faid that we adored images with the 
worfliip which is due to G o d, alone : the 
Lutherans and Calvinifls call us idolaters of 
the Pope, arid fay that the Pope is the An- 
tichrift. We fay that all thefe propofitions 
are heretical, and at the fame time we detefl: 
them : and it is for this reafon we are not 
Heretics. I fear therefore. Rev. Father, 
that it will be faid you rather bear the char 
rafter of Heretics, than thofe whom you ac- 
cufe of Hercfy. For you acknowledge the 

Moiiaiilical 
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MolinifUcal propofitions which they alledge 
againft you, but you fay thcfc are not Here- 
fies : thqfe which you objeâ: to them, they 
difallpw, iaying they $re Jlerefies ; by this 
means they aâ as the Catholics have always 
done, and you, Rev. Father^ ^dt as the He- 
retics have always done. 

But, when yo^i make ufe of their piety 
and zeal for the Chtiftian porality as a mark 
of their Herefy, it is the mf>& pfcpoilerous o£ 
all your extravagances. If you had demon- 
ftrated that they were Heretics, it would 
have been allowable for you to ba;ve called 
all their zeal, hypocrify and diiHmulatbn ; 
but, that one of your arguments to prove 
them Heretics fliould be drawn from their 
piety, and zeal for the difcipline of the 
Church, and for the doârine of the holy Fa-* 
thers, is. Rev. Father, moft intolerable : there- 
fore we fhall be very far from following you 
in this particular. 

But however to hear you talk, it feems 
the whole affair muft be given up, they are 
and muft be Heretics, and one might as well 
doubt whether Luther or Calvin were 
fuch : but permit me. Rev, Father, in an 
affair of fuch importance, to fufpend my 
judgment, or even to believe nothing of it, ^ 
T 2 until 
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until I find them rebellious to the Pope, and 
maintain propofitions which he has condemn- 
edy and maintain them in the very terms in 
which thiey were condemned. For tell me, 
Rev. Father, if thefe gentlemen are not He- 
retics, (as I verily believe they are not) will 
you juftify me before God, if I believe them 
to be Heretics ? And will it be an excufe be- 
fore the tribunal of the fovereign Judge, for 
thofe who on your word believe them tol)e, 
and publicly call them Heretics, if they plead 
that they had read they were fo in your 
writings ? 

This, Rev. Father, is all I had to fay to 
you, for as to the detail 6f the pretended fal- 
fifications, I refer you to the author of the 
Letters. He has already been fevere enough 
on fuch of your brethren who have made 
him reproaches of this kind, nor will he fpare 
you, unlefs that after all (he fhould think) it 
might be ufelefe to anfwer you, becaufe you 
do not fay any thing more confiderable, than 
what your brethren have faid before, to 
y^hich this author has anfwered moft admi- 
rably well. For the book which you pro- 
duce at prefent is an old work, which you 
fay yourfelf was written four months fince : 
befides you do not therein mention a fingk 
J word 
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tirord of the Letters, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14^ 
15, all which appeared before your writ- 
ing : notwithftanding which you promife in 
the title, " to prove the falfities in the let- 
** ters written fince Eafter/' What then 
fhould the author of the Letters anfwer to a 
book filled with impoftures, even in the title 
page ? 
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T O T HE 

Rev. Father Ann at, Jefuit 

M^rch, ,24, 1^57, 
Rev. Fatheii, 

YOU have laboured for a long time to 
find out fome error in your adverfaries 
opinions ; but I am very confident you will 
at laft acknowledge, that there can be no- 
thing fo difficult as to prove thofe men He- 
retics who are not ; and who endeavour no- 
thing more than not to become fiich. I have 
made appear, in my laft letter, what a fuccef- 
fion of Hercfies you have laid to their charge, 
occafioned only by your not being able to 
maintain any one againft them J for any 
length pf tincie, infpniuçh that at laft you 
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have been reduced to thp neccflity of blam- 
ing them for not condemning the fenfe or o- 
pinions of Jansenius, which you would 
have them do without explaining what they 
are. Such an expedient for a charge of He- 
refy, fhews you were fadly put to it. For 
who has ever heard talk of an Herefy which 
one cannot explain? The anfwcr therefore 
to this was made you with great facility, 
reprefcnting only to you, that if Jansenius 
is guilty of no errors it is unjuft to condemn 
him, and if he is, you ought to point them 
out, that one might at leaft know what it is 
we condemn. This, however, you was not 
inclinable to do, but have endeavoured to 
ftrengthen your charge by certain decrees 
which made nothing to your purpofe, for in 
thefe there is no explanation of the opinions o£ 
Jansenius, which are faid to be con- 
demned in thefe five propofitions. This 
therefore could never be the means of decid- 
ing your differences. If you had agreed on 
each fide about the true determined fenfe of 
Jansenius, and nothing elfe was contro- 
verted but to know if this was, or was not 
heretical, in fuch cafe, the decifions that 
Ihould declare this fenfe to be heretical would 
at once bring us to the point really in queftion. 
T 4 But, 
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But, the grand difpute being to know what 
the fenfe of J a n s £ n i u s is, fome faying 
they fee nothing in it but the fenfe of St« 
Austin and St. Thomas, and others that 
they fee a fenfe which k heretieal, which 
however they do not exprefs ; it is then ma* 
fiifeft that a çonftitution which does not fay 
one word in relation to this difference, and 
does nothing but in general condemn the fenfe 
of Jansenius without explaining it, can- 
not decide in what the real difpute confifts. 
For this reafon you have been told an hun- 
dred times, as you dijfFcr on this faâ only, 
you will never be able to finifh this difpute, 
but by declaring what you underftand to be 
the fenfe of Jansenius. Çijt as you have 
been always obftinatç in refufing to çomç 
tp this ppint, I was obliged to prefs you hard 
in my laft letter, by giving you to underftand 
that it w^s not without forae concealed view 
that yo^i attempted to have his fenfe con- 
demned without explaining it, and that your 
real defign was, that fome time pr other this 
vague yndetermined condemnation (hould fall 
op the dodrine pf efficacious grace, by ihew? 
îpg ;t tp agree exaâly with the fenfe of Jan- 
ÇENms, which you would find no difficulty 
ÎD proving,. This has çiadç itabfolutely ne^ 

çeflary 
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cefl&ry for you to give an anfwer. For if you 
had Am perfevered obftinately in not explain- 
ing hi3 fenfe^"* a man the leail clea'r-fighted 
would have perceived, that your real dçiign 
was to overturn the doétrine of efEcadous 
grace, which would hs^ve been the utmoft 
confufion to you^ as the Church has fo great 
^ veneration for a dodtrine fo holy. 

At laft, therefore, you have been obliged 
to declare yourfelf, which you have done in 
the anfwer to my letter, wherein I had rtr 
prefented to you, " That if in thefe five 
** propofitions Jansenius had any other 
^^ meaning than, that of efficacious graco^ 
** nobody would defend him, but, that if 
** he had no other fenfe than that of effica» 
** cious grace, he was guilty of no errors." 
This, Rev. Father, you could not difallow, 
however you make a diilinâion in this man* 
ner, p. 2 1 . ^^ It is not fufficient io juÂifica- 
^* tion of Jansenjus to fay that beholds 
^' no other do<Strine than that of efficacious 
*' grace, becaufe one may hold that in two 
^* diflferent fenfes, . The one heretical which 
** is the tenet of Calvin, which copfifts in 
** faying, that the will aâxiated by this grace 
^* has not the power of refifting it, the o- 
V ther qrthodox^ and is what thçThomifts^ 
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^* and the doftors of the Sorbonnc hold, 
•* which is founded on the principles efta- 
^^ bii(hed by councils, viz. That efficacious 
^* grace, by it*s own operation, governs the 
^ will in fuch a manner as to leave it always 
" in the power of the will to refift it/' All 
this we grant you, Rev, Father, but you 
end thus, *' Thart Jansentus would have 
^ been a good Catholici if he had defended 
•' efficacious grace in the fenfe the Thomifts 
•* receive it, but that he is heretical, inaf- 
" much as he is contradiâory to the Tho- 
^ mifls, and conformable to Calvin, who 
y denies the power of refifting this grace" 
Rev. Father, I fhall not at prefent exa- 
mine this fa6t. viz. Whether JAnsen i us in 
reality conforms to C a l v i n or no. It is 
ftifficicnt for me that you lay this charge to 
him, and that you let us know at prefent, 
that by the fenfe of Jansenius you meant 
hothing all this while but the dodrine of 
Calvin. Was this all you propofed to fay. 
Rev. Father? Was it only the error of Cal- 
vin you had a mind to condemn under the 
notion of JaiJsen lus's opinion ? Why did you 
not declare this fooner ? By that means you 
would have fpared yourfelf a great deal of 
trouble. For without any bulls or briefs all 
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the world would have agreed with you in 
condemning this error. tOh ! how neceflkry 
was this eclaircifTement, and what difEculties 
does it remove ! We were ignorant, Rev. Fa- 
ther, what that error was which the Popes 
and Biftiops were defirous of condemning,: 
under the name of the fenfe of Jansenius^ 
Thé whole Church was in the greateft con- 
flerhation, and nobody would explain how it 
was grounded. Rev. Father, you at prcfent 
do this for us, you, whom all your party 
Gonfiders as the head, and principal mover 
in all their councils, and who know the fe- 
rret of all this detail. You have now told 
us that this fcnfeof Jansenius is no odier 
than the fenfc of Calvin condemned by 
the council. Behold many doubts refolved 
at once ! At prefent we know that the er- 
ror which they had a defign to condemn 
under thefe terms of the sense of Jan- 
s EN I us, is nothing elfe but the fenfe of Cal-^ 
VI N ; and that by this means we remain in 
due obedience to their decrees, fince we con- 
demn with them this fenfc of Calvin, which 
they fo much wanted to be condemned. Wc 
are no longer aftoniiÛbed to find that the Popes, 
and fome Bifhops have afted with fo great 2CiA 
l^gainft the fenfc of Jansenius. How 

çoul4 
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could they have avoided doing fo. Father, 
having full belief in thofe who publicly aver 
that this is the fame opinion with Calvin's? 
I declare therefore. Rev. Father, that you 
can have nothing more to reprehend in your 
adverfkries, becaufe affuredly they deteft the 
fame opinion, which you deteft. I am a- 
ftonifhed only, that you are ignorant of it, 
and that you haye fo little knowledge of their 
fentiments on this fubjeâ, which in their 
works they have fo often declared. I am 
confident, on better information, you would 
regret that you had not acquainted yourfelf 
by a difpofition of your mind towards the 
love of peace, with fo pure and Chriftian a 
doârine, yrhich paiGon has occafioned you to 
oppofe before you underftood it, you would 
then fee. Rev. Father, that they not only 
do affirm that one does refift efFeâually thefe 
feeble graces, which are called exciting or 
inefficacious, from their not performing the 
good which they fuggeft : but that they like*- 
ivife are fuU as fteady and determined in 
maintaining againft Calvin the power that 
the will has to refift even efficacious and vie* 
torious grace, as they are in maintaining a^ 
gainft Molina the power of that grace over 
the will ; being as jealous of the truth of 
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the one as of the other. They know but 
too well, that man in his own nature has al- 
ways the power of finning, and rcfifting 
grace/ and that fince his fall he bears in him- 
ielf an unhappy fund of concupifcencc (or 
vicious inclinations) which augments this pow- 
er infinitely, but neverthelefs, when, it plea-% 
fes God in his mercy to touch his hearty he . 
makes him do whatever, and in what man- 
ner he pleafes, without this infallibility of the 
operation of God, defl:roying in any fort 
the natural liberty of man, and this is done 
by the fecret and wonderful methods by 
which God works this change, which St. 
Austin has fo excellently explained, and 
which deftroy all thefe feeming, imaginary 
contradiaions, which the enemies of effica- 
cious grace form to themfelves, between thé 
fovereign power of grace over free-will, and 
that power which free-will has to xefift 
grace. For according to this great Saint, 
whom the Popes and Church have given for 
our guide in this matter, God changes the 
heart of man by an heavenly and fweet dif- 
pofition difFufed over it j which furmounting 
the fenfuality of the flefh, occafions that, 
man on the one hand perceiving his mortali- 
ty, and nothingnefs, and difcovering.on the 

other 
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other the greatnefs and eternity of Goo, con- 
ceives a difgufl to the delights of fin, which 
feparate him from the incorruptible good ^ 
and finding his greateft joy in the God who 
attraâs him, he of himfelf tends infallibly 
to this good, by an impulfe entirely free, 
voluntary, and afFeûionate ; infomuch that 
it would be pain and trouble to him to fepa* 
rate himfelf therefrom. It is not faid that he 
cannot, or might not depart from it eâêâu- 
ally, if he had a mind to do fo ; but how 
ihould he defire it, fince the will leads him 
always to do, what is moft pleafing to him, 
and that, nothing pleafes him at that time fo 
much, as this only good which comprehend? 
in it felf whatever elfe is good? For St. Au- 
stin fays: " ^od enini amplius nos deUc^ 
•' tat^ fecundum id operemur^ neceffe eJiV* 

It is in this manner that God difpofes of 
man's free-will without impofiijg on him 
neceflîty, and that free-will which can al- 
ways refift grace, but is not always willing to 
do fo, inclines the man as well fredy, as in- 
fallibly to God, when he pleafes to call him 
by the favour of his efficacious infpirations. 

Thefe, Father, are the divine principles of 

St. Austin and St. Thomas, according to 

whom it is true, ** That we are able to re- 

I " fift 
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" fift grace/' contrary to the. opinion- of 
Calvin, and that notwithftanding we ca^ 
do fo, as Pope Clement the eighth fays in 
his letter to the congregation de Auxiliis^ 
" God forms in us the motions of our will, 
" and efFeâually difpofes of our hearts by 
" the power his fupreme Majefty has over 
" the wills of men, as well as over the reft 
" of his creatures under heavien, according 
'' to St. Austin/' 

It is moreover according to thefe principles 
that we are able to aét of ourfelves, by which 
means we may have merits, which are truly 
our own, contrary to the error of Calvin : 
notwithftanding which, God being the firû 
mover of our aâions, and " working in us 
** what fcemeth good unto him," as St. Pauj^ 
fays, ** our good works are the gifts of Goi),'* 
according to the council of Trent. 

Hereby that impiety of Luther isde- 
ftroyed which is condemned by the fanw 
council, ** That, we do not co-operate ia 
" any manner ^o our falvation, more thau 
" do things inanimate/' Hereby alfo is coor 
demned that impiety of the difciples of Mo« 
LIN A, who will not acknowledge, that it is 
the power of that grace which enables us to 
co-operate therewith in the work of our faL- 
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vatioD^ by which they deftroy that article 
of faith cftabliflicd by St. Paul, '' That 
«* it is God who works in us both to will 
" and to do." 

In a word, it is by this means that all 
thofe paflages of Scripture agree, which fcem 
the moft oppofite to each other. *' Turn ye 
** unto the Lord ; Lord, turn our hearts 
** unto thee : throw your iniquities far from 

you : it is God who takes away the fins 

of his people. Do works meet for re- 
" pentance: Lord thou haft done all our 
*^ works in lis. Create in you a new heart 
•* and a new fpirit : I will give unto you a 
y new heart and a new fpirit.'* 

The only means of reconciling thefe feem- 
îng contrarieties, which one while attribute 
our good works to God, at another to our- 
felves, is to acknowledge, that, as St. Au- 
stin fays, ** Our works are our own, in 
** refpcd: to our free-will which produces 
'* them, and alfo are of God, inafmuch as 
•* it is from the efFeét of his grace, that our 
** free-will produces them ;* and likewife as 
he fays elfewhere, God makes us do what- 
ever he pleafeth, in giving us the will to do, 
what we otherwife might be unwilling to do. 
** jt deofaBum eji^ ut vellent^ quod et nolle 
^y pt^tuiffentr In 
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în this manner, Rev. Father, your adver- 
faries arc perfedly in agreement with the new 
Thomifts themfclves ; becaufe the Thomîfts 
, hold, as well as they, both the power of re* 
fitting grace, and the infallibility of die ef-* 
k&, of that grace, which they make profef* 
fion to maintain in fo ftrong a manner, ac* 
cording to that principal maxim of their doc- 
trine which Alvarez, one of the moft 
confiderable among them repeats fo often in 
his book, and which he expreffes in the 72* 
difputation, n, 4. in thefe terms : ** Whea 
" efficacious grace influences free-will, it 
" confents infallibly, becaufe the efFeâ: of 
** grace is, to occafion, that, although the 
" free-will has power not to confcnt thereto^ 
" yet neverthelefs it does confent effeûu- 
" ally/' The reafon for which he gives 
from St. Thomas his mafier, " That the 
" will of G o D cannot fail of being ac- 
^^ cbmpliihed ; and therefore when Gob 
" wills that a man fliould confent to grace, 
** he does confent infallibly, and alfo necef- 
*' farily, not from an abfolute neceffity, but 
** from a neceffity of infallibility." By which, 
grace does no way break in on " the power 
** one has to refift, if one wills fo to do 5" 
becaufe it occafions only that one wiUs hot 
Vol. II. U to 
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to refift, as father PET*AtT acknowledges in 
thcfe words, vol. i. p. 602. " The grace 
of Jesus Christ makes us perfcvcre in- 
fallibly in piety", although not from nccef- 
fity. For we have power of not confent- 
ing, if* we will fo, (as the council fays) 
but this fame grace makes us^ not to wiU 
" fo/' 

Here then, Father, is the fteady doârinc 
of St. Austin, of St. Prosper, of the 
Fathers who followed them, of the councils, 
of St. Thomas, and in general of all the 
Thomifts. It is likewife that of your adver- 
feries, although you have not imagined fo, 
and indeed it is the very fame you have your-» 
felf juft now approved of in thefe words, 
*^ The doânne of efficacious grace which 
** acknowledges that one has power to refift, 
*' is orthodox, fupported by the councib, 
*' and maintained by the Thomifts, and 
*^ doâors of the Sorbonne." Tell the truth, 
Rev. Father, if you had known that your 
adverfarics had held this doârine, perhaps the 
intereft of your fociety would have prevent- 
ed your giving it this public approbation. But 
by your imagming they were of a different 
opinion, the very fame intereft of your foci- 
ety, prevailed pn you to authorife the fcati- 
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ments which you thought oppofite to theirs, 
and by this miftake being led to undermine 
their principles, you have yourfelf entirely e- 
ilabliihed them. Infomuch that ût prefent 
we find by à kind of prodigy, the defenders 
of efficacious grace juftified by the defend* 
crs of Molina : fo admirable are the work- 
ings of God in making every thing concur 
to the glory of his truth. 

Let all the world then learn by your own 
declaration, that this truth concerning effica- 
cious grace, neceflary in every adion of piety^ 
which is fo favorite a point of the Church, 
and which is the price of the blood of her 
Saviour, is, a doârine fo apparently catho- 
lic, that there is not one Catholic^ including^ 
even the Jefuits, who does not acknowledge 
it to be orthodox. At the fame time it will 
appear by your own proper confeffion, that 
there is not the leaft fufpicion of error in frhofe 
whom you have accufed of it fo inveterate- 
ly. For when you imputed to them conceal- 
ed errors, without being willing to difclofe 
what they were, it was as difficult to thena 
to clear themfelves, as on your fide an accu- 
iation of fuch a kind was eafy : but as now 
you have declared that thFs error, which o- 
bliges you to oppofe them is Calvin's, which 
U z yott 



Digitized 



by Google 



292 LETTER XVIII. 

you think they maintain, there is no one who 
does not plainly difcovcr that they are exempt 
from every erroneous opinion ; bccaufe they 
are fo far removed from maintaining the only 
one you charge them with, and that they 
proteft in their difcourfes, in their books, 
and in every thing they can produce in evi- 
dence of their fentiments, that, they con- 
demn that Herefy from the bottom of their 
hearts, and in the fame manner as the Tho- 
mifts do, whom you make no fcruple to ac- 
knowledge for Catholics, and who have ne- 
ver been fufpeâed to be otherwife. 

What have you to fay againft them now, 
Rev. Father? That, although they do not fol- 
low the fenfc of Calvin, they are never- 
thelefs Heretics ; becaufe they will not ac- 
knowledge that the doftrine of Jan se ni us is 
the fame with C a l v i n 's ? Dare you be fo bold 
as to fay, that that is a matter of Herefy ? 
Is it not rather a mere queftion of a faft from 
whence no Herefy can be formed ? Without 
difpute it would be one to fay, that a man 
has not power to refift efficacious grace, but 
can it be fo to doubt whether or not Janse- 
Niu's maintains it ? Is it a revealed truth ? 
Is it an article of faith to be received under 
pain of damnation ? Is it not^ in fpite of all 
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you can fay^ a point of faâ, for which it would 
be ridiculous to pretend there were any He- . 
retics in the Church ? 

Do not then, Rev. Father, give them this 
nanxc, but find fome other, that may be 
proportioned to the nature of your difference. 
Say, they are an ignorant and ftupid race, 
and that they do not underftand Janseni- 
us. Such reproaches- indeed woi^ld be fuit- 
ablc to the difpute: but the calling them 
Heretics has no relation therpto. And as this 
is the only calumny from which I will defend 
them, I fhall not take much pains to (hew, 
they do rightly underftand J a n se n i u s. All 
that I fhall fay in regard to him. Rev. Father, 
is, what appears to me, that in judging of 
him by your own rules, it is difficult to make 
him pais for other than Catholic, for here 
follows what you eftablifh for his examin- 
ation. 

** To know then, fay you, whether Jan- 
*^ SEN I us is innocent, it is necefTary to Jn- 
** form ourfelves if he xlefends efficacious 
** grace in Calvin's manner, who denies 
** the power of refitting it : for then he 
*^ would be an Heretic : or in the manner 
** of the Thomifts who allow this power, 
** for then he would be a good Catholic/' 
U 3 Obferve 
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Obfcrvc therefore. Rev. Father, whether he 
afferts that one has the power of refifting, 
when he fays throughout whole trcatifes, 
and among others in the 3. vol. book 8. 
chap. 20. ** That a man has always the 
•** power of refifting, conformable to the 
** council, that, the free-will has al- 

*V WAYS THE POWER OF ACTING OR 

" NOT ACTING, to will, or not to will, 
** to confent or not to confent, to do good 
** or evil, and that man has during life thefc 
** two liberties, which are called of contra- 
*' riety and contradiftion.** See likewife if 
he does not differ from the error of Calvin, 
fuch as you reprefent it to be : he who fhews, 
chap. 21.** That the Church has condemn- 
'** ed this Heretic who maintains that effica- 
** cious grace does not afl: on the free-will, 
^* in the manner believed fo long a time in 
** the Church, which is, that it is afterwards 
^' in the power of the free-will to confent or' 
** not to confent, inftead of faying with St. 
** Austin and the council, a man has al- 
** ways the power of not confenting if he 
** pleafes, and that, according to St. Pros- 
^* PER, God gives even to his eledl them- 
" fclves the will of perfevering in fuch fort 
** as not to take away the power of willing 
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** to the contrary," Laftly, judge if he 
docs not agree with the Thomifts, when he 
declares, e. 4. ** That every thing which 
" the Thomifts have written to reconcile the 
*^ efficacioufnefs of grace with the power of 
^^ refifting it, is fo conformable to his own 
** meaning, that you need only read their 
^^ books, to learn bis fentiments : ^od ipfi 
" dixerunt^ diBum puta^ 

In this manner he talks on all thefe heads, 
and therefore it is, I am entirely perfuaded, 
that he believes in a power of refifting grace, 
that he differs from Calvin, and is con- 
formable to the Thomifts, forafmuch as he 
fays fo, for which reafon, by your own rule 
he is catholic. If you have any other Way 
of knowing the fehfe of an author, except 
by his expreffions, and that, without quot- 
ing any other paflages from his writings 
you will ftill maintain, contrary to his very 
words, that he denies the power of refifting, 
and that he is for Calvin againft the Tho- 
mifts, yet be not afraid, Father, Ifliallac- 
cufe you of Herefy, for all this : I flîall on- 
ly fay, it appears to me that you ill under- 
ftand Jansenius, but we fhall not therefore 
be lefs children of the fame, Church. 

U 4 What 
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What then can be the meaning that 70a 
behave in this diipute in fo outragions a 
manner, and that you treat as your moil 
cruel enemies, and the mpft dangerous He* 
rctics, thofe whom you cannot accufe of a- 
ny error, or of any thing elfe, but the not 
underftanding Jansenius in your fenfc ? 
For on what elfe do you difpute, but the 
meaning of this author ? You defire they 
(hould condemn him: but they afk what you 
mean thereby : you fay, you underftand by 
ît. the error of Calvin, they anfwçr they 
condemn that error, therefore if you have 
no quanel to their words, but to the thing 
they exprefs by them, you ought to be al* 
ready fatisfied. If they refiifc to fay they 
condemn the fenfe of Jansenius, it is, be- 
caufe they believe it to be the fame with St 
Thomases, t find this word therefore to be 
very equivocal between you j in your mouth 
it fignifies the fenfe of Calvin, in theirs of 
St. Thomas: infomuch that the different 
ideas which ypu have of the fame term occa* 
fioning all your divjfions, if I was to mode^ 
rate in your difputes, I would forbid the nam* 
ing Jansenius, on the one fide or the o- 
iher. And thus, by your exprefling nothing but 
what you underftand by it, one fliouW fii^^ 
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that yott only require the coodemnatîcMi of 
Calyin's fcnfe^ to which theyconfentj 
çind that they require nothing but the defenfe 
of St. Austin and St. Thomas, in which 
you arc on both fides agreed. 

I declare then. Father, for my part I 
(hall efleem them always to be Catholics, 
whether they condçipnjANSENius, if they 
find errors in him,, or, whether they do not 
condemn him when they find nothing, thelrc, 
but what you declare yourfelf to be catho- 
lic, and I fliall fpeak to them as St. Jerom 
did to John, Bifhop of Jerufalem, accufed 
of holding eight propofitions of O r i g e n : 
** Either condemn Or i gen, faid this faint, 
*^ if you acknowledge he has held thefe er- 
*^ tors, or deny that he held any fuch; 
** jiut nega^ hoc dixijfe eum qui . arguitur^ 
" aut Ji locutus eji talia^ eum damna ^ qui 
'' dixeritr 

Such is the behaviour of thofe who attack 
the errors of men only, and not their per- 
fons ; whereas you who quarrel with their 
perfons, more than their errors, think it of 
no fcrvice to condemn the errors, if one does 
not at the fame time condemn the perfpns to 
whom you would fam impute them* 

How 
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How violent then, Father, is your method 
of proceeding, and how little capable of fuc- 
cefs ! I have faid it to you before, and again 
repeat it, violence and truth have no influ- 
ence over each other. Your accufations were 
never more outragions, nor the innocence ! 
of your adverfaries ever more evident. Effi- 
cacious grace was never attacked with more 
artifice, and yet we have never feen it fo 
firmly eftablifhed. You make ufe of your 
utmoft efforts to make men believe that your 
difputcs are on points of faith, and never was 
the world better informed, that your differ- 
ence is only on a point of fad. In fhort, you 
leave nothing unattempted to gain belief that 
this point of faft is true, and never were 
people more difpofed to doubt of it. The 
teafon for it, Father, is plain, becaufe you 
do not make ufe of the natural methods of 
gaining credit to a point of faâ, which are 
to convince the fenfes, and to (hew in the 
• book the words faid to be contained therein. 
But you labour to fcarch out ways, fo very 
remote from that candid fimplicity, that 
the moft flupid wretch mufl nccefTarily 
obferve it. Why have you not taken the 
fame method, which I have kept to, through- 
out my letters, for difcovering fq many bad 

maxims 
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•maxims of your authors, which was by quot« 
ing faithfully the places from whence they 
were taken ? The fame thing was done by 
the curates of Paris, a method which will 
always convince mankind. For what would 
you have faid», or what would others have 
thought, when for example you were re- 
proached with this propofition of father A- 
Mv : ** That a religious may kill a>perfon 
who threatens to publifti calumnies againft 
him or his fociety, provided he has no o- 
ther means of defending himfelf;'* if they 
had not cited the place where it is declared 
in diftinft terms ? And that however defirous 
you might have been to know from whence 
they had their information, they had been 
obftinately bent not to let you know ? And 
that inftead thereof, they had been at Rome 
to procure a bull which (hould enjoin all 
the world to acknowledge the truth of it? 
Would not people have imagined that with- 
out doubt the Pope had been furprifed into 
it ? And that they would not have recourfe 
to fo extraordinary a meafure, but from a 
want of the natural methods, which the truth 
of fa<5ts always furniihes to thofe who main- 
tain them ? Therefore they have only re- 
marked that father Amy teaches this doc- 
trine 
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trine in voL 5.dirp. 36. n. ii8. page* 544^ 
of the Douay edition j confequendy who- 
ever was willing to fee this pafTage, has there 
found it, and nobody could be left in any 
doubt concerning it. This is ao eaiy an in- 
fallible method to determine queftions of 
faét, when one is in the right. 

How comes it then. Father, that you 
have no aded in the* fame manner ^ You 
have faid in your Cavilli, * that the five pro- 
* pofitions are ** word for word 
^ in Jansenius, in the very terms, ^* ro- 
^* TIDE M yERBTs." You havc been told they 
are not there. What then remained to havc 
been done, but to havc cited the page, if 
they were really to have been found, or, to 
have confefled that you had been miftaken ? 
You have done neither, but inftead thereof, 
knowing very well that all tbefe places in 
Jansenius which you fometimes produce in 
order to dazzle the world, and not the indi- 
vidual AND PARTICULAR, PROPOSITI- 
ONS CONDEMNED, which you engaged to 
make appear in his book; youoâfer us certain 
conflitutions that declare them to be taken 
from thence, without citing the place where. 

I know very well, Father, the refpeâ: 
which Chriflians owe to the holy See, and 
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your acjvcrfarics (hew very plainly that they 
were determined never to depart therefrom : 
but do not conclude therefore it was any want 
of refpcâ in them when they reprefented to 
the Pope with afl the fubmiffion which chil- 
dren owe to their father, and members to 
their head, that he might have been fur- 
prifed in regard to this point of faft ; that 
he had not entered into the examination of it 
during his pontificat, and that his predecef- 
for Innocent the tenth had only enquired 
into thefe propofitions, whether they were 
heretical, but not if they were thofe of Jan- 
sen i us, which occafioned a commiflaryof 
the holy office, one of the principal examin- 
ers of them to fay, ** That, they could not 
be cenfured as the opinion of any author: 
Non funt qualificabiles in fenfu proferen-» 
tis ; becaufe they had been offered for ex- 
amination as bare propofitions, and with- 
out regard to what author they did be- 
** long : In abJlraBo et ut prafcindunt ab 
*' omni proferente ;'* as may be fèen by their 
opinions lately printed : that, more than fix- 
ty dodors, and a great number of other in- 
telligent and pious perfons have read this 
book with great exaânefs, without ever find- 
ing thefe propofitions in it, but have found 
V others 
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others quite contrary to them : that, thofe 
who made this impreflion on the Pope might 
very well be fuppofed to have abufcd the 
confidence he had in them, intercfted as they 
arc to decry that author who has conviâed 
Molina of more than fifty errors : and 
that, what makes this opinion more credible, 
is that they have this maxim, one of the 
beft eftablifhed in their theology: ** That they 
*" may without any crime calumniate fuch, 
** by whom they think they are unjuftly at- 
** tacked." Therefore, their teftihiony be- 
ing fo fufpicious, and the teftimony of others 
fo confiderable, one has fome room to fup- 
plicate his Holinefs with all poffible humility, 
that he would occafion this faâ to be exa- 
mined in the prefcnce of dodors on each fide, 
in order to form a folemn and regular de- 
cifion : " Let competent judges be aflem- 
•* bled, faid St. Basil, in a fimilar cafe, E- 
** pift. 75. let every one be unconftrained that 
** they may examine my writings : let them 
" fee whether they contain any errors in 
•' faith : let them read the objections, and 
" anfwers to them, to the endthat their fen- 
" tence may proceed from a proper cogni- 
** zance of the caûfe, and in the due forms, 
*' and let them not, without examining, e- 
** ftabliih a defamation.'* Do- 
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Do not therefore. Father, attempt to make 
thofe pafs as deficient in their fubmiiîîon to 
the holy See, who fliould aél in fuch a man- 
ner. The Popes are very far from treating 
Chriftians with that rigour which fome would 
exercife under their name : ** The Church, 
** fays Pope Gregory, on Job, book viii. 
•* chap. I. which was conftituted in the 
** fchool of humility, commands not with 
** authority, but perfuades by reafpn, when- 
** ever flie teaches her children whom fhc 
** thinks engaged in any error : Reâla qucs 
" errantibus dicity non quqfi ex authoritatc 
** pracipit^ fed ex ratione perfuadety And 
fo far from thinking it any diflionour to re- 
cede from a judgment, in forming which, 
they have been furprifed, on the contrary they 
glory in it, as St. Bernard witnefles, Epift, 
180. ** The apoftolical See has this com- 
** mendable quality, that it does not ftand 
on the nice point of honour, and is ready 
to recal what has been procured from it 
by furprize, audit is quite right that no- 
** body (hould make their advantage from 
** fuch an injuftice, and principally before 
^^ the holy See, 

Thefe,, Father, are the true (entiments 
which ons (hould inculcate into Popes, fincc 
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all divines agree, that they may be furprifed, 
and that that fovereign fîtuation is fo far from 
fecuring them from it, that on the contrary 
it makes them more liable to it, from the 
multiplicity of affairs which feparately fall to 
their care. This is what the fame St. Gre- 
gory faid to fome perfons who were afto- 
nifhed tha,t another of the Popes had foffer- 
cd himfelf to be deceived. " Why, fays he, 
" in book i . dialog, do you wonder that 
** we are deceived, we who are but men ? 
Have you not feen how David, that 
Prince who had the fpirit of prophecy, 
having given credit to the deceit of Ziba 
gave an unjuft judgment againft the fon 
of Jonathan ? Who then will think 
it ftrange that impoftures fliould furprizc 
us fometimes, who are not Prophets ? The 
** multitude of our affairs overwhelms us, 
** and our mind, by being divided between 
•* fo many different things, applies itfelf lefs 
** to each in particular, and is thereby niore 
** cafily deceived in any one of them/* 

Really, Father, I believe, the Popes know 
better than you whether they can be furprifed 
into miflakes or not. They declare theifi- 
felves, that Popes, and the greateft Kings 
are more expofed to be deceived, than men 
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who have Icfs important occupations. When 
they tell us fo we ought to believe thena. It 
is very eafy to account by what means om 
may be able to furprizc them. St. Ber- 
nard defcribes it in a letter to Innocent 
the fécond io this manner: ** It is nei- 
" ther an amazing, or new thing, that the 
*' mind of man is able to deceive or be de- 
ceived. Some religious are come to you 
with a fpirit of falfity, and illufion. T,hey 
talked to you againft a Bifhop whom they* 
hate, and one whofe life has been exem- 
plary. Thefe people bite like dogs^ and 
would make good pafs for evil. In the 
meantime, moft holy Father, you are an- 
gry with your fon. Why have you given 
an occaûon of rejoicing to his adverfaries ? 
Believe not in all fpirits, but try, whether 
the fpirits arc from God. I hope when 
^^ you ihall have known the truth, that 
whatever has been grounded on an evil re- 
port will be difpelled. I implore the Spi- 
rit of trath to grant you the, grace to fe- 
parate the light from darknefs, and to re- 
jeâ: the ievil in order to favour the good.'* 
Yott find then. Father, the high ftation that 
the Popes enjoy docs not exempt them from 
furprizc, and helps only to make their mi- 
VoL. II. X ftakcs 
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ftakes more dangerous and imt)ortaiK« Tim 
is what St. Bernard rq^reienfes tb P<^ 
EuGENius, De œnfid. book 2. kft chap. 
<* There is anotlwr weakncfs fo geoeral, tht^ 
*' 1 never fonnd any of the great ûùc$ of the 
" woidd could avoid it It is, holy Father, 
^^ too ^reat credolity^froni whence fo many 
^' diforders arifb. From thence proceed the 
^* vident perfecutions agamft the innocent» 
^* the unjafl: prgfudices to thofe who are ab- 
'* fent, outragious paiSons in affaSrs of no 
'* moment: Pro mbih. This, holy Fa- 
^^ ther^ is fo univerfal foi evil, that if you ait 
^' exempt fmm it I muift % you are tbe only 
*^ <me who have this advantage beycMid dl 
*' your predecefibrs." 

I imagine. Father, idiis begins to fcrfnad^ 
you, that the Popes are expc^ed to be fur- 
prifed. But to convince you thôrou^y of 
k» I will only t)nng back to: ydur memory 
feme examples which you your&lf ndate in 
your book of Popes and Emjpecors, who 
have been aâually futpri&d by fome of tfaç 
Heretics. For you mention, that Apoi-^ 
LiNARiiTs furpri&d Pope Damas us, add 
fo did CœLESTius forprize Zossimus. You 
fay farther a certain perfon called Atrana* 
%iv% deceived the Emperor 'Hs&Aci.iir^, 



■Digitized 



by Google 



LETTER XVIIL 307 

|Qd ^as the occafion of his perfecuting thç 
Cathdiiçks; ^ likewise that Sergius obr 
taincd from Hon or i us that decree which 
was b^mt at the time of the fixth council^ 
which you fay was procured by his being the 
parafite of that Pope. 

It is therefore manifeft by your own ac- 
count, that thofe who are fo officious atten- 
ddfits upon Princçs and Popes artfully engage 
iheni fometimes to perfecute the true faith, 
,when they thinjk they are roqtmg out He- 
rpfies. Fronji thence it proceeds that the 
Popes, w:ho are afraid of nothing more thaa 
,the like impoûtions, have made an ecclefiaf* 
iiçal law pf a letter of Alexander tho 
third, inferted in the c^on law, .to allow 
^he fufpendiog the execution of their buUs^ 
and decrees, when there is reafpn to believe, 
they have ,been deceived. *^ If fometimes, 
" fays this Pppe to the Archbiûiop of Ra- 
y vçQoa, v^c Ihould fend to you, brother, 
** any decrees which are contrary to your 
y fentmients, jet not that pot you under 
*^ ar^y uneafineis. F<m: either you muft put 
** them in execution with due obedience, or 
'* fend a reaibn to us why you think you 
** ifhould tpt do fo } for we (ball be pleafed 
,*J that yo» do not execute a decree which 
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" may have been drawn from us by fur- 
•* prize and artifice/' In this manner the 
Popes aâ who bufy themfelves to clear up 
the differences amopg Chriftians^ and not to 
indulge the paffion of thofe who mean to 
difturb them. They do not make ufe of a fove- 
reign authority, as St. Peter and St. Paul, 
folbwbg herein Jesus C h r j s t, affirm, 
but the fpirit which appears throughout all 
their conduâ: is that of peace and truth. For 
this reaibn it is that they commonly put in 
their letters this claufe, which is to be under- 
ftood to be in all : ** Si ità eft : fipreces wn- 
" tate nitantur : If the thing is as has been 
** reprefented to us, if the faâs alledged arc 
*' true,". From hence it appears that fince 
the Popes give no force to their bulls, but in 
proportion as they are founded on true fads, 
it is not therefore the bulls alone which prove 
the truth of fads ; but on the contrary, ac- 
cording to the canonifts themfelves, it is the 
truth of the fadts which makes the bulls re- 
ceivable. How then fhail we find out the 
truth of the fads? Why, it fhall be by the 
eyes. Father, which are the lawful judges 
thereof, as.reafon is of natural and intelligible 
things, and faith of things fupernatural and 
revealed. For fince you oblige me to do fo. 

Father, 
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Father, I muft tell you^ that according to 
the fentiments of two of the greateft dodors 
of the Church, St. Austin and St. Tho- 
mas, thefe three principles of our know- 
ledge, viz. The senses, reason, and 
FAITH, have each their diftinâ: objeâs, and 
a certainty of forming the judgment each 
within it's own proper bounds. And as God 
has been pleafed to make ufe of the interpo- 
iition of the fenfes to give entrance into the 
faith : " Fides ex auJifUy' faith is fo far 
from deftroying the certainty of the fenfes, 
that on the contrttry it would be to deftroy 
faith, if we call in queflion the faithful report 
of the fenfes. Therefore St. Thomas ex- 
prefly remarks, that God has ordered that 
the fenfible accidents (hould fubfift in tho 
eucharift, to the end, that the fenfes which 
judge only from thefe accidents, might not 
be deceived : ** Ut fenfus^ a deceptione red-- 
** dantur immunes'' 

From thence let us conclude, that what- 
ever propofition is offered for our examination, 
we (hould immediately enquire into the nature 
thereof, to fipd out to which of thefe three 
principles we ought to have recourfe. If any 
thing fupernatural is in queftion, we will not 
judge by our fenfes,- nor reafon, but by the 
X 3 Scripturci, 



Digitized 



by Google 



310 LEftta XVllt 

Scriptures, and decifions of the Churcli: 
but if it be a propofition not revealed, and 
adequate to our natural reafon, that ^ill bè 
the proper' judge. But if a potot of fafl: i* 
in difpute we muft believe our fedfes, to 
whom it naturally belongs to have coghiïaincé 
thereof. 

This rule is fo general, that àccdrcfing to St: 
Austin and St.^ TnoMAfe, when the Scrip- 
ture itfelf prefents a paflage, where the firft li- 
teral fcnfe is found contrary to what tHe ftiifci 
and reafon know with certainty, we febîift noi 
attempt in fuch cafe to difallow iUetri^ fb ai 
to fubmit them to the authority of that féem- 
ing fenfe of the Scripture, but mutt inter- 
pret the Sci;ij)ture, and fearch out for àribthfct 
meaning which is agreeable to that troth ïb 
certain to our fenfes : for the word of Gofi 
being infallible in thefé fâfts themfelves^ anâ 
the report of the fenfes inà fealbn aâing 
within thcif iphere,' being lîkèwîfc 'certain, 
It is neceflfary that thefe two truths tHuÂ a- 
^ree with eafch other. And Whereas the Siâ^ 
ture may be intci^reted lèverai ways, and the 
report of the lenfes by but only dpe way, in 
fuch cafes we ojight to take that to be the 
true interpretation of the Scripture, whkh is 
|(]^reeable t<i the fàithfbl report of (be fenfes, 
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*^ We fhouU, feya St. Thomas, p. i. q, 
** 6Ï. ». I. obfcr?c two things, accordiog to 

St. Austin, the die, that the Scripture 

faa$ always a true Qaeaning, the other, that 
^ as it may be taken in more fenfes than 
*' one^ when we ûod one which our re^fon 
^* cofmncaesus to be certainly falfe^ we {hpukl 
^* not then perfift in faying, that this is the 
^^ Qatural interpretation, but look out for 
^* foaae other which is s^reeable with pur 
** reafop and fcnfcs/* 

This he explains by the exaoaple of a pa(^ 
£ige in the book c^ Genefis where it i9 writ- 
ten, ^/ QoB created two great lights, the fian 
^^ and moon, and alio the ftars;" by which 
the Scrqitoce &em» to fay^ that the ipoopi 
is gceaiter than aU the ftars : but becaufe it i^ 
mani&ft, by indubitable demonflrations, that 
«bis is faUe, we ought not, fay; this Saint^ 
to be obâinate in de^e^ndiog this literal fenfe ; 
but look out for another, conformable to the 
tmth of die &&, as by faying, *^ the wc^d, 
^^ great iigjbt, marks only the greatnefs pf 
^^ the lig^ of the moon in refpeâ to our Qr 
^ tuation, and top the fuperior greatness of 
f^ iiiat iKxiy coQ&dered in itfelf/' 

SfaoiAA we do otherwiie it would not nif^k^ 

éi9 ^oriptuie Tenerable, but oo the contrary 

X 4 would 
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would expofe it to the contempt of the un- 
believers : ** becaufe," as St. A u s t i lï 
fays, ** (hould it ever come to their know- 
ledge, that we believe in the Scriptures 
things which they know certainly to be 
falfe, they would fcofF at our credulity in 
things that are more hidden from us, fuch 
'^ as the rttfurreâion of the dead, and the 
•* life everlafting/' And by this means, St. 
Thomas adds, " We fhould make our 
** religion contemptible, and (hut the door 
** to their converfion." 

It would likewife be the means of prevent- 
ing Heretics from coming over to us, and of 
making them have a defpicable opinion of the 
Pope's authority if we rcfofc to allow thofe 
to be Catholics, who will not believe certain 
words to be in a book in which they cannot 
£nd them, only becaufe a Fcfpc taken by lur- 
prize has declared them to be there. For it 
is the examination of a book» that only can 
inform one if fuch words arc therein con^ 
taincd or no. A hO: is to be proved by the 
fenfes alone. If what you maintain be truth 
fhew it, if you cannot, leave off foliat- 
ing any one to believe it : it would be in 
vain. All the powers of the world cannot 
by their authority pçrfuade men of $1 point 

of 
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of faâ, no more than they can alter it : for 
nothing can occafion that what is> (hall not be. 
It was to no purpofc, for example, that 
certain religious of Ratifbon obtained from 
the Pope St. Leo the ninth a folemn decree, 
by which he declaricd that the body of St. 
Dennis, firft Bifhop of Paris, gnd generally 
thought to have been the Areopagite, had been 
carried away from France and placed in tha 
church of their monaftery. That does not 
hinder but that the body of this Saint has 
been always, and is at prefent in the famous 
abbey which bears his name, in which you 
would find it a difficult tafkto make this bull 
be received, although this Pope declares in it 
that he had examined into this affair '' with 
" all. pofîible diligence, DiLWENrissiME\ 
** and with the council of very many Bifhops 
and Prelates ; infomuch that he flridly 
enjoins all the French, distkicte' prjs-^ 
cjFiBjuTEs, to acknowledge, and confeft 
" that they have no longer thefe holy rc- 
** licks." Yet neverthelefs the French who 
were convinced of the falfity of this faâ by 
their own eye^, and who having opened the 
ihrine found therein all thefe relicks entire, aâ 
the hiftorians of that time teflify, believed at 
that time (and it has been beliçved ever iinçç) 
J the 
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ifae quke contrary to what this holy Pope had 
tr^cmté them to beliete, forafmuch as they 
knew both Saines and Pkt^ets are Uabk to 
be deceived* 

It was as much in vain that you obtained 
that decree from Rome againft Gakteo which 
condemned his opinion tondbing the mi^oa 
of the earih. TÛs will never be an argument 
to prove that it ilands fHll, and if mra had 
fure obfervatipns which have proved it is the 
earth which turns, not all noankind together 
would prevent it's turnmg/ nor prevent their 
bwn turning with it. Kor would I have you 
imagine that the letters of Pope Zachary 
ibr the etcommunication of St. Virgil, be^ 
taufe he ttierted that there were antipodes to 
us, have annihilated tliat new world, and that 
notwithfianding he had declared this opmion 
to be a dangerous error, that therefore the 
Ring ûF Spain has not found great benefit 
by believing in Christopher Colum- 
Xtjs, whiy came from thence, rather than 
the judgment of this Pope who had never 
been there : or, that ^ Qiurch hat not re« 
teived great advantage lince this di&overy has 
procured ihe knowledge of the Oofpri, to fo 
great a multitude of people, who hstà others 
Wife periibed in their mêàé&tf. 

yo» 
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You fee from hettc6, father, ^l«t îs Ûiô 
nature of Ùùâs^ âfid by ^hât pfinciplèé ^tf 
ought to judge iS£ tbefm : froth xifhéhct it 19 
eafy to conclude as to our ilx^ëâ, Aât if fhefô 
five propbfitiona ttré not of jAKsÊKîi&fs it li 
impoffible thèjr (liould bë éxtràetèd froca hU 
book, atld diat the only rhéahsof jttdgmg 
rightly bf thetli, àiid to peffuidè tfafe WoHd^ ii 
to ejtàinihè thi$ book in a regukr cohloreàcë^ 
ZÈ we hate défirèd yoii to db fôr fô ^Hg i 
iime. till that îidbriëyèû hare iïo tight (6 
fcall your adverfàrieâ obftînaté : for tiifcy wttt 
be blameleft as tb this pbint cf fà&^ as âiè]^ 
are without errors on the pointa of faith; Ca^ 
Iholics with rcgartl \6 right, reafohable With 
r^ard to faA^ ah^ ititlécent in both càfeè. 

Who Would ttOttfc àftoàidifedi Fa«id-, ftifè*- 
Ing on oniK fidfe a |a!liHcatioh fo à^plé^ and oh 
the oAielrfuch vîcàéht àcfciiMbrts? Who would 
believe that thcqutlHônfeclWëén you wàsohly 
on a fad of no ittipbrtancè, whic^ you Would 
oblige people to \klSeit wîtlfont:pràvîf%? And 
who would dare ià ûnàk that ib much flfr 
Was made through the whole Church for à 
nothing, ^* pjtQ NiffjLO'^'* Faflier, as St. 6ek- 
ÎÎ Akn fays ? But this is thfe grand artifice ki 
your conduft, to riiake it be thought that all is 
In danger in an afaq: which Is abbùt hbthing; 

mi 
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and to give out to the ^cat :pcople who lillen 
to you, that your difpu^es are about the moft 
pernicious errors of Calvin, and the moft 
important principles of faith ;, to the end they 
may employ all their zeal and authority a^dnft 
thofe whom you oppofe,as if the fafety of the 
catholic religion depended therieon ; whereas if 
they once (hould come. to underftand that the 
only queftion is on this little point of faâ, they 
would not be at 9JI roovcdj on the contra- 
ry they would greatly regret that they, had 
made fuçh great efforts to comply with your 
private. paffions in an affair of no confequence 
to the Church. ' 

For fuppofe we tâkç things in the . worft 
light, andçven if it (hpuld be true that J an- 
ftENivs did hold thefe ^propoûtions, where 
would be the hurt if fome people doubted 
whethcf he did fo, provided they detcft thefc 
tenets, as they do publicly? Is it not enough 
that they are condemned by all the world 
without exception, even in thç very fenfe you 
are defiroos people ihovild condemn themP 
Could thecenfure be ftronger, if one allowed 
that Jansenius did hold them? To what 
purpofe would it then be to exaét this ac- 
knowledgment, unlcfs to decry a Doâor and 
^ Bifhop who died in the^conamonion of the 

Church? 
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Church? I do not find the benefit of this to be 
fo great that it fhould be purchafed by lb much 
trouble. What intereft would arift to the 
State, the Pope, the Bi(hops,thc Dodors, and 
the whole Church ? It does not afFeâ them ii^ 
any manner, Father, and it is your fociety 
alone that would really receive any pteafiire 
from this defamation of an author who has 
only committed fome flight fault againft you. 
Neverthelefs every thing is put in motion, be- 
caufe you give out that every thing is threat- 
ened. This is the fecret fpring that gives ac- 
tion to all thefe great movements, which 
would immediately flop, fo foon as the true 
jftate of your difputes fhould be known. And 
for this reafon, as the peace of the Church 
depends on this clearing up of matters, it was 
of the utmofl importance to undertake it, to 
the end that all your difguifes being difcover- 
cd, it might appear to the whole world that 
your accufations are without foundation j your 
adverfaries without error, and the Church 
without Herefy. 

This, Father, was the good I had in view 
of procuring, which appears to me of fo great 
confequence to religion in general, that it is 
difficult for me to comprehend, how thofc to 
whom you have given fo much provocation to 
fpeak, can remain in filence. For though the 

injuries 
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bjaries wluch joo do them, ttmûà not afièâ 
tlum, diofe which tbeChurch fiifiers I think 
certainly ought tooccafioo them to cocnplain: 
befidcs I do not thio^ ecdefiaftical peribns 
/Qboald ahuidon thdr njmtatioa to odomny, 
ffpeciaUy in matjbers of £ûth. Neverthdels 
thi^ let you fay what you plcafe -, inibmuch 
ifa^t if the opportunîQr had not happeoed, 
^hidi by chance yon have giyen ine, pethaj^ 
nothing would ha?e been oj^fed to ttue fcan- 
4«Ious imprcâions you prof^gate on all £des. 
Thcfçfore i^eir forbearanoe aftçmiûies nae, 
iu)d jthe mxc fo as I cannot fa^^ it cap 
|)rQC9ed ftpfo. #^ty or want of ability, as 
i)fiaowYecy well theyncdtberwaot arguments 
(for ^r juftification, ^ipr zeal for thé truth. 
iJSqd ,neverthelef8 th^t th^ obftkutely car- 
ry their religious ^pce .even to .an exceâ. 
f or,my oym.put, Father, I do not think that 
>I Audi be able tp be,fo ,fi)ent. I^eaye ypu tl^e 
rChupiîh .in pcsace, ,^ I virill If^ye you fo 
!wi^ my bç^. Cut .^ long as you make 
it your bufineâ to foment war in tbeÇhurcb, 
•feur ,|iQt but that .we (hall find out children 
«^ peace, .who will rilûnk them&Ives oUigçd 
/toemploy thfiir jitGUQft «ifforts to pr^ferve i^'s 
tranquillity. 

• P. S, 
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♦ P. S. to the eighth tetter- 

1 always forget to tell you that there are 
different editions of Escobar's works. If 
you buy :aoy buy xhok printed ait Lyons^ in 
which at the be^nning there is a figure of 
a lamb upon a book fealed witb feven feals ; 
or clfe buy thofe of the Bruffels edition of 
165 1 : as they are tk« lafLpvibU^d they are 
better and hti^ than the ^pcecediilg editiocw 
{Minted at Lyons in 1^44 iând 1:646^ 



* P. S. to the ninthi[ietteri 

Since I wrote this letter I have ^n &•' 
^erBASfRY'sbook» called, Pa.raD'I ax ozm 

BY A HUNDtREJO DEVOTIONS EAS Ï XY 

FRrAPTisEj).: and father Binet's, called. 

The SIGN OF PREDESTINATION,. Thcfc 

pieces are worth looking into. 

* P. S. to the eleventh Letter. 

As I was finifliing this letter I faw ft 
writing you hare pufoliflwd, in which you 
accufe me of an impofture relating to fix of 
your maxims^ and of holding intelligence 
with Heretics. I hope. Fathers, you will 

foon 
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foon fee an cxaft anfwer to this, after which 
I imagine you will have no inclination to any 
more aocufations of that nature. 

♦ P. S. to the feventeenth Letter. 

In the copy printed at Ofnabrug the 
following pailage is added. 

Rev. Father, if you find any difficulty in 
reading this letter from it's being fo ill print- 
ed, you may thank yourfelf for iu I am 
dcftitute of thofe privileges you epjoy. You 
have a licenfe to encouAter even with mira- 
cles, but I am not permitted to defend my- 
felf. The prefs is perpetually haraflfed. Un- 
der this difficulty you yourfelf would not ad- 
vife me to write^ to you any more : for it is 
too perplexing an affair to have to do only 
with the Ofnabrog impreffion* 



FINIS. 
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